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More than 3,500 pastors flock to Indian
pastor’s conference, NOBTS student says

The Gatekeeper Staff

Southern India sweltered
in sticky, subtropical heat. It
was the first day of a pastors’
conference in Machilipatnam.
Some 2,600 pastors from
across the region — most with
only the clothes on their backs
- traveled from across the
region, hungry for biblical
instruction.

The conference, funded by
four American churches at a
cost of $66,000, provided teaching, three
meals of rice each day, travel money and a
Bible in the native language of the Telegu to
the pastors, who proclaim Christ’s message,
often in the face of brutal persecution.

An evangelical Christian conference of
2,600 is impressive in this subcontinent
made up of Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and a
hodgepodge of countless other sects. But
NOBTS graduate student and staff member
Boyd Guy saw God move,

The pastors were chosen

percent of the population.

The caste system, while legally outlawed,
still exists in India. Those who profess
Christ as Savior are outcasts in a society,
causing them greater hardship, Guy said.
And Christians face increasing violence by
religious extremists.

Still, Indian pastors boldly proclaim
the gospel, said conference organizer G.

Parishuda Babu. Many work

been martyred because of

hut-to-hut in cottage
even before the main work of m l S S l l] " churches. Though some
the conference began. HS of their colleagues have

from among some 5,000
applicants. However,
organizers received an unexpected blessing.

“There were 900 pastors who were not
part of the 2,600, who came on the first
day,” Guy said. “They said they would not
take a Bible and eat only one meal a day, if
they could simply hear the teaching. It was
amazing. This was truly a sign that God is
moving in this part of the world.”

With a population of 1 billion people,
India is plagued by starvation. However, the
situation is worse for those in the nation
who are evangelical Christians - about 3

Momen

their faith, they continue to
preach.

“Whether we are persecuted or not,
it does not matter,” Babu said. “We will
continue preaching the gospel.”

Babu sees the persecution of the church
every day. He runs an orphanage of 300
children, some whose parents were Hindu
and others whose parents were martyred
because of their faith in Christ.

The orphanage ministers to children who
were abandoned on the streets, many forced

- please see INDIA, page 2

This Week in Chapel

TUESDAY, AUGUST 21

Dr. Chuck Kelley
NOBTS President

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22
Dr. David Croshy

Pastor, First Baptist New Orleans

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23

Dr. Tony Merida
Dean of Chapel

Next Week in Chapel

TUESDAY, AUGUST 28

Dr. Steve Lemke
NOBTS Provost

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29

Katrina Anniversary
See Gatekeeper Page 2

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30

Dr. Tony Merida
Dean of Chapel

Hjurricane
Season

Hurricane season lasts from June
1 to November 30. During hurricane
warnings, all seminary residents are
advised to stay tuned to either WBSN
FM 89.1, television station WWL
Channel 4 or radio station WWL AM
870 for up-to-date information.
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into sexual slavery. One girl, now 16, was
beaten and left for dead. She was found by
two pastors who work with Babu.
“She had been forced into prostitution in
a slave ring,” Guy said. “Her owners were
displeased with her. They beat her and
left her behind
some bushes.
The pastors were
passing, heard
anoise in the
bushes, found her
and took her to
the orphanage.”
“She’s now

physically and

Guy said. “She

Of shirts and the Savior

Longtime Southern Baptist and friend of
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
Jim Tatum provided 250 dress shirts to
give as gifts to the poorest pastors at the
conference. Tatum is the organizer of Suits
for Servants — a ministry that provides
clothing at reduced prices for American
pastors, missionaries
and seminary
students.

Most of the
pastors at the
conference came
with only the clothes
on their backs. For
many, it was all
they had. Materially
speaking, one shirt
meant the world.

accepted Christ “On the third day
and is receiving of the conference, the
training as a pastors were allowed
seamstress. This is to pick out a shirt in
truly a life changed asize and color they
by God’s grace.” liked,” Guy said. “They
Christians e, removed the tattered
in the region 8 R 2 e B 3 il shirts they had and
and across Seminary student Boyd Guy, alongside his translator, put on Tatum’s new
India have an addresses a crowd of pastors in India earlier this month.  shirts, grinning from
unquenchable ear to ear.”

desire to hear the Word of God, Guy said.

And while Americans are viewed with
disdain in many parts of the world, Indian
Christians hunger for more Americans to
come to teach the Bible, so that the world’s
second-largest nation can be won for Christ.

While the Indian pastors learned sound
biblical teaching, a team of five Americans
witnessed powerful faith in the face of
poverty and persecution. The Indian pastors
have already begun to pray that funding will
be available for a conference in 2008.

“The hunger for the Word of God that
these pastors have and the sacrifice they will
go through to hear it is beyond the American
Christian’s comprehension,” Guy said.

They wore the shirts for the remainder of
the four-day conference, Guy said.

According to IndiaOneStop.com, an
organization committed to building
awareness of the nation’s economy, some
350 to 400 million of India’s 1 billion
population live below the poverty line.
More than 40 percent of the population is
illiterate.

“Most of the people who are considered
poor in America still have a roof over their
heads, education, food to eat and clothes to
wear,” Guy said. “In India, poverty means
they are starving to death.”

Paul F. South contributed to this article.

Second anniversary of Hurricane Katrina
to be marked by prayer and acts of service

Wednesday, Aug. 29, will mark two years
since Hurricane Katrina made landfall. Last
year, about 700 members of the
seminary family spent the first
anniversary of the storm serving N]:W
New Orleanians in a variety of
ways — gutting houses, mowing yards,
building houses, sharing the gospel
and listening to neighbors share their own
stories of survival and recovery.

This year promises to be much the same.
Students will meet in Leavell Chapel Aug,
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29 at 8:30 a.m. for a short time of prayer and
then go in teams to a number of sites around
the city. Participants will return
at 1 p.m. for lunch and a brief
wrap-up.
“Our seminary community
being out in the city on this day,
and in the days to come, says much about
our commitment to reaching New Orleans
for Christ,” said Dr. Ken Taylor who, along
with Dr. Preston Nix, is organizing the event.
Call extension 8124 for more information.

Seminary family members
compete in karate
tournaments this summer

Congratulations to the NOBTS Karate Club
students who competed in tournaments this
summer. These are the results:

Gulf Coast Karate Classic = ‘-‘:“\#\
Tournament: T; -
Chris Harsch J -
Ist Junior Boys Intermediate _‘{f ]}
Kata

/
Jeremiah Craft =) | J__:J
Ist Boys 12-13 yr. old Beginner A~
\' =
<

Kata
Jennings Riley
3rd Boys 10-11 yr. old Beginner \ Z\
Sparring - m
Rhett Riley N
5th Boys 8-9 yr. old Beginner Kata
Carl Scroggs

Ist Executive Black Belt Kata,
Ist Executive Black Belt Weapons Kata

U.S. Karate Alliance World
Championships:
Jeremiah Craft
3rd Junior Beginners Kata
Chris Harsch
3rd Teen Boys Intermediate Continuous Sparring
4th Teen Boys Advanced Koshiki Sparring
6th Teen Boys Intermediate Kata

Carl Scroggs
Ist Sr. Black Belt Team Sparring
2nd Sr. Black Belt Continuous Sparring
4th Black Belt Open Kata

The Battle of Mobile
Jeremiah Craft:
2nd Boys 12-13 yr. old Beginner Kata
Jennings Riley
3rd Boys 10-11 yr. old Beginner Sparring
5th Boys 10-11 yr old Beginner Kata
Rhett Riley
5th Boys 8-9 yr old Beginner Kata
Carl Scroggs
Ist Executive Black Belt Weapons Kata
2nd Executive Black Belt Kata
3rd Executive Black Belt Heavyweight Sparring

Seminary student Mario Melendez also
competed in two of the tournaments.

Gulf Coast Karate Classic Tournament:
Ist Black Belt Heavyweight Sparring
2nd Black Belt Kata

U.S. Karate Alliance World
Championships:
2nd Black Belt Lightweight Continuous
Sparring
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Campus Ensembles
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SEMINARIANS

Dr. Ken Gabrielse, director of the
Seminarians, the men’s choir of NOBTS,
has announced the following changes
for the 2007-2008 school year. The
Seminarians, open to all men in the
NOBTS family, will rehearse one day a
week, Tuesday afternoons from 3:30 to
530 p.m.

A new men’s a cappella group,
auditioned from the ranks of the
Seminarians, will rehearse on Thursday
afternoons from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. This
group, called S2, will sing sacred music
from all style periods — music from
the Renaissance, Southern Gospel and
Contemporary. This new group will
lead in chapel and sing in churches and
schools in the area.

For more information about
Seminarians and S2, or to set up an
audition with Dr. Gabrielse, please
contact him at ext. 3229.

SEMINARY CHORUS

You are invited to come and sing in
the Seminary Chorus on Monday nights
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The Seminary
Chorus is open to all singers, and
enrollment is not required.

This fall the Seminary Chorus
will present Saviour, a modern-day
oratorio, in October; and the Chorus
will also present John Rutter’s Gloria at
Christmas. For more information, call
the Sellers Music Building at extension
3220.

LADIES" ENSEMBLE

The Ladies Ensemble is open to
all female singers, and enrollment is
not required. The Ladies Ensemble
rehearses on Tuesday and Thursday
from 12:30 p.m. to about 1:30 p.m.
For more information, call Dr. Darryl
Ferrington at extension 3267.

Teach at FBNO Preschool

First Baptist New Orleans has openings for a
teacher and assistant in the weekday preschool.
Hours are 9 am. to 2:30 p.m. Monday
— Thursday and possibly Fridays. Openings are
also available for after care assistants from 2:30
t0 5:30 p.m. For more information, call Karen
Farrell at 482-5775, ext. 128.

NOBTS Preschool Jobs

The NOBTS Preschool is looking for
Part-time and Full-time teachers. If you
love children and want to become a part
of quality care for the children of the
community and the seminary, please fill out
an application and come by the Preschool.

The Preschool tries to work around
students’ class schedules and provides
training to help students learn more about
the field of early education.

ESL Workshop

The Carver Baptist Center invites you
to an ESL (English as a Second language)
workshop Sept. 22 and 29 from 8 am. to 5
p-m. (attendees must complete all 16 hours
to receive certification).

Participants will receive information
on beginning a literacy mission, lesson
planning and teaching others the love of
Christ through literacy outreaches.

Cost is $20 for a workbook (lunch
and snacks will also be provided by the
Carver Baptist Center). The deadline for
registration is Sept. 15.

For additional information contact
Jennifer Fannin at 504.897.2434 or
carvercenter@bellsouth.net. Carver Baptist
Center is located at 3701 Annunciation
Street in New Orleans.

Guitar Lessons and
Ensemble

Guitar lessons are available on campus
for students of all ages and skill levels.
Students do not need to be affiliated with
the Seminary, but those who are will receive
a discounted rate.

A guitar ensemble will also be formed
for players with music reading experience.
Anyone interested in private lessons, a group
class or the ensemble can contact Andrew
Pressley at 864.313.3485 or andrew.pressley@
gmail.com. Andrew holds a music degree
with a concentration in guitar performance
and is a current student at the Seminary.

Learn German or Latin

A German class starts Aug. 21 and will meet
on Tuesdays 7-10 p.m. in HSC 207. The class
is taught by Dr. Gary Nolan. He will also teach
a Latin class starting Aug. 23, in HSC 207. The
class will meet on Thursdays 7-10 p.m.

For more information, call Linda Jackson
in Providence Learning Center by phone at
816.8060 or by email at linda@missionlab.com.

Houseparents Needed

Providence Ministries Boy’s Homes, in
Dalton, Ga., is seeking a Christ centered
couple to care for up to six boys between
the ages of five and 17. Relief houseparents
will work 12 days per month and up to four
weeks per year.

This is an ideal position for a retired
couple or bi-vocational pastor. The case
manager will have a caseload of 12. Former
DFCS case managers are welcome. These
positions can be combined for one full-time
position with possible housing included.

We are non-denominational, but we lean
very much Baptist. We are accepting of
Bible-believing, Christ-centered people. If
you have parenting/case management skills
and a heart for children we want to hear
from you. A Master’s degree is preferred; a
BA is required for the case manager.

Email or fax resumes and testimonies to
Curtis Adair at pmadmin@optilink.us. Our
website is providenceministriesinc.com.

Have what it takes to be
a church planter?

NAMB’s church planting initiative, The
Nehemiah Project, seeks motivated, mission-
minded students to serve 1-2 weeks helping
a church plant in one of five target cities:
Baltimore, Miami, Orlando, Tampa or Port
St. Lucie, Fla.

Ten Couples or single students available
during March 22-30, May 31-June 8, or
May 31-June 15 will work alongside an
experienced church planter doing personal
evangelism and community service and
learning hands-on what it takes to plant a
church and win people to Christ (plus some
time off to see the sights or enjoy the beach).

Students will be carefully screened. For trip
details and initial assessment, contact Linda
Jackson at 504-816-8060 or linda@missionlab.
com. Stipends are available for a limited
number of qualified students. Apply today!

PLC Needs Volunteers

The Providence Learning Center needs
six volunteers for the Ridgecrest on the
River church leadership conference Sept. 8
from 9 am. to 3:30 p.m.

The conference is free and a meal
is included for volunteers. For more
information, contact Linda Jackson at
504.816.8060 or at linda@missionlab.com.

Ridgecrest on the River’s theme this year
is “embracing excellence.” The deadline to
register is Aug,. 31
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Church-Minister Relations

Ministry Opportunities

The following are a few of the ministry
positions received by the Church-
Minister Relations office. Churches are
listed according to the type of ministry
position needed and whether the position
is classified as part-time or full-time. All
positions within a 2-hour radius of New
Orleans are listed separately with the
approximate distance in parentheses. To
contact any of these churches, or to have
your resume sent to other unpublished
ministry opportunities, visit the CMR office
(second floor, Frost Building) or contact
them at 504-282-4455 or 1-800-662-8701,
ext. 3291, or cmrconsultant@nobts.edu.

New Orleans Area

Full-time

@ Judson Baptist Church, Walker, La.;
youth (85)

® Bayou Sorrel Baptist Church, Plaquemine,
La.; pastor (95)

® First Baptist Church, Roseland, La.;
pastor (78)

® East Fork Baptist Church, Kentwood, La.;
pastor (90)

Part-time

® First Baptist Church, Hammond, La.;
music (60)

@ Countryside Baptist Church, Tickfaw,
La.; youth (65)

@ Bridgedale Baptist Church, Metairie, La.;
pastor (10)

® First Baptist Church, LaPlace, La.; youth
G1)

@ Believer’s Fellowship, Denham Springs,
La.; education (87)

® Barataria Baptist Church, Lafitte, La.;
youth (34)

@ Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church, Covington,
La.; youth (43)

® New Life Baptist Church, Hammond, La.;
music and youth (60)

Pastor

Full-time

® Union West Baptist Church, Oxford, Miss.
® Springhill Baptist Church, Franklin, Ala.
@ Church at The Crossroads, Grove City, Pa.
@ Beaver Dam Baptist Church, Beaver Dam,
Ky.

® Steep Hollow Baptist Church, Bryan,
Texas

® First Baptist Church, Mooresville, Ind.

® Sardis Baptist Church, Thomaston, Ala.

® First Baptist Church, Bunkie, La.

® Central Baptist Church, Brookhaven, Miss.
@ Morgan Chapel Baptist Church, Toxey, Ala.
® Westside Baptist Church, Elba, Ala.

® Fairview Baptist Church, Spartanburg, S.C.
® First Baptist Church, Noel, Mo.

® First Baptist Church, Swartz, La.

Part-time
@ Carolina Free Baptist Church, Carolina, R.I.

Music

Full-time

® Central Baptist Church, College Station,
Texas

® First Baptist Church, Lebanon, Tenn.

@ First Baptist Church, Lake Charles, La.

® Calvary Baptist Church, Russellville, Ala.

Part-time
® New Beginnings Baptist Church,
Lakeland, Fla.

Youth

Full-time

® Oak View Baptist Church, Irvine, Texas

® First Southern Baptist Church, Tucson,
Ariz.

@ South Seminole Baptist Church, Seminole,
Texas

@ Corinth Baptist Church, Elizabeth City,
N.C.

® First Baptist Church, Lebanon, Tenn.

® Clearwater Baptist Church, Athens, Tenn.

Part-time
® New Beginnings Baptist Church,
Lakeland, Fla.

Children/Preschool

Full-time

® Government Street Baptist Church,
Mobhile, Ala.

@ Highland Baptist Church, Florence, Ala.
@ Hillcrest Baptist Church, Nederland, Texas

Part-time
® Jackson Way Baptist Church, Huntsville,
Ala.

Combination

Full-time

® Trinity Baptist Church, Vacaville, Calif ;
Associate Pastor/ Youth and Families

® Flat Creek Baptist Church, Gainesville,
Ga.; Music/Education

@ First Baptist Church, Bushnell, Fla;
Children/Families

® Northern Heights Baptist Church,
Norfolk, Neb.; Associate Pastor/Youth and
Education

® Family Bible Fellowship, Wills Point,
Texas; Youth and Children

® Second Baptist Church, Hopkinsville, Ky ;
Children, Students and Families

® Bethlehem Baptist Church, Jacksonville,
N.C.; Youth and Education

Other

Full-time

® First Baptist Church, Blytheville, Ark.;
Education

@ Sacramento Association, Elk Grove, Calif ;
Director of Missions

Be a Consultant

Cornerstone Consultant Ministries
of Alexandria, La., is a Christian-based
organization established by a former
Louisiana Baptist Convention staff member to
provide churches and religious organizations
resources to meet specific needs.

CCM needs of individuals to make
contact with churches in South Louisiana
and South Mississippi. The purpose is to
offer the churches a new product, at no
charge, that allows their church members to
make contact with other church members
when products and services are needed.

The work schedule is flexible and can be
molded around seminary classes and family
time. If you're interested in being interviewed,
please contact Andy Wiggins in the Church-
Minister Relations office at NOBTS.

Korean Church Seeks
Music Minister

Concord Korean Baptist Church located
in the San Francisco area is seeking a full-
time Minister of Music. Please see Andy
Wiggins in the Church-Minister Relations
office at NOBTS for more information.
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