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This Week in Chapel
TUESDAY, MARCH 4
Dr. Ron McCaskill

Pastor, FBC Donalsonville, Ga.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5
Dr. Anthony Jordan

Executive Director
Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma

THURSDAY, MARCH 6
Dr. Tony Merida

Dean of the Chapel

FRIDAY, MARCH 7
PREVIEW WEEKEND
Dr. Chuck Kelley

NOBTS President

Next Week in Chapel
TUESDAY, MARCH 11
Dr. Chuck Herring

Pastor, FBC Collierville, Tenn.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12
Dr. Geoff Hammond

NAMB President

THURSDAY, MARCH 13
Dr. Tony Merida

Dean of the Chapel

By Michael McCormack

When the NBA came to New 
Orleans for the All-Star break, 
thousands of eager recovery 
volunteers came as well. According 
to local media reports, the NBA 
Cares All-Star Day of Service 
deployed more than 2,500 volunteers 
to about 10 different work sites.

One of those volunteers was 
Miami Heat All-Star Guard 
Dwyane Wade. In advance of the 
All-Star game, Wade had heard 
of what the Baptist Crossroads 
Project is doing in the Upper Ninth 
Ward of New Orleans. He wanted to help.

The Baptist Crossroads Project is an 
ongoing partnership between the Baptist 
Crossroads Foundation and New Orleans-
area Habitat for Humanity to build 
affordable housing in the Upper Ninth 
Ward neighborhood. Crossroads is also 
targeting the 75-block area around the site 
for long-term, holistic recovery.

Carmen Wilson, formerly with the Miami 
Heat, contacted Baptist Crossroads Project 
volunteer coordinator Jared Pryer in early 
January. Wade partners with Wilson’s 
company, 4 Survival to Go, to distribute 
survival kits to people threatened by natural 
disasters.

“At that point, she just told me there 
was an NBA player who was going to be 

in town for the All-Star game,” Pryer said. 
“She asked me what we were doing. I told 
her about the Baptist Crossroads Project, 
and at that point, she talked to me about 
passing out hurricane emergency kits to 
homeowners.”

The 4 Survival to Go kits are packed with 
items to help a family survive the first 72 
hours after a disaster: emergency food and 
water, a phone card, a flashlight/radio/siren/
phone charger, a poncho, a sleeping bag, 
survival tools, and extensive first aid kit, 
and much more.

Not long after that, though, another of 
Wade’s associates and his sister stopped by 
Pryer’s office while the Heat were in town.

- please see ALL-STAR, page 2

All-Star
Assist

NBA All-Star Dwyane Wade gives a hurricane survival kit 
to a homeowner in New Orleans’ Upper Ninth Ward.

Guard Dwyane Wade 
sponsors three homes 
during All-Star week

Student-Led
Evangelism!

(See Page 2)
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“They told me that Dwyane really 
wanted to do something that was more 
permanent that just the emergency 
kits,” Pryer said. “I mentioned home 
sponsorship as an option.”

Before construction on a new Habitat 
house can begin, $20,000 must be raised. 
That $20,000 can come from a single 
sponsor or from multiple sponsors. 
Pryer said a great way to participate 
in what Baptist Crossroads is doing in 
New Orleans is to sponsor a house.

“The called me back a few weeks 
later and said they’d like to sponsor 
three houses,” Pryer said. “They like to 
do things in threes, because that’s his 
number.”

Wade packed his All-Star weekend 
with activities aimed at leaving New 
Orleans a better place. Friday, Feb. 15, 
Wade and 30 New Orleans-area students 
played together in the T-Mobile Rookie 
Game. At the event, Wade took plenty 
of photos with students and also gave 
plenty of survival kits away.

On Saturday, Wade partnered with 
Converse to host a brunch that was 
emceed by ESPN analyst Stephen A. 
Smith. At the brunch, First Baptist New 
Orleans Pastor David Crosby spoke 
about the Baptist Crossroads Project. 
Then, Wade described what he was 
doing the next day at the Crossroads site. 

ALL-STAR, continued from page 1 Part of the proceeds from the event will 
go to the Baptist Crossroads Project.

For Wade, his All-Star Sunday began 
with a driving tour of New Orleans 
that ended at the Baptist Crossroads 
site. Pryer said Wade’s interaction with 
neighbors around the Crossroads site 
set the whole experience apart.

“Dwyane personally went up, knocked 
on doors, gave the kits to families, talked 
to parents and their kids for a little bit 
and took pictures,” Pryer recalled.

Pryer said the entourage then went into 
the house at 1900 Bartholomew Street, 
which will be Shamarr Allen’s home.

“That’s where the ceremony took 
place,” Pryer said. “He got to meet all the 
families of the homes he’s co-sponsoring 
with Baptist Crossroads Project.”

Wade then went next door with one 
of the homeowners who wanted to give 
him a tour of his future house.

“The homeowner just wanted him 
to go in the house to show him where 
things were going to be,” Pryer said. “He 
told him, ‘This is going to be my living 
room. This is the kitchen. This is where 
my daughter’s going to sleep.’”

After a long series of heart-felt hugs 
and pictures, Wade had to leave to 
prepare for the All-Star Game.

Frequent Celebrity Visits
Pryer and the Baptist Crossroads 

Project are no strangers to celebrities. 

Pryer named senators John Edwards 
and Barak Obama and presidents Jimmy 
Carter and George W. Bush as just some 
of the celebrities who have visited or 
worked at the Crossroads site.

But among the names, Wade’s 
stands out. He’s the first individual to 
personally sponsor a house.

“Once we knew the All-Star game was 
going to be in New Orleans, we really 
wanted to find a way to leave something 
behind,” Wade said in a statement. “One 
of the main things you can do is give 
someone a home – and we accomplished 
that today.

“Although I’m here to play in the 
All-Star game, my purpose was to come 
to New Orleans and be a blessing to as 
many people as possible, and we’ve done 
that. I feel whole.”

And it didn’t stop there. Wade’s 
sponsor, Converse, outfitted a hotel 
ballroom with Converse gear during All-
Star week. Organizers didn’t want to 
have to pack anything up, so they called 
Pryer to see if he wanted it.

In the end, Pryer got an office full 
of Converse shoes and the three 
homeowners – already blessed by 
Wade’s generosity – each now have 
furniture for their house.

For more information about how 
to volunteer with Baptist Crossroads 
Project or about sponsoring a house, 
please email Pryer at jared@fbno.org.

	 There are hundreds of international 
students at Tulane University who want more 
opportunities to interact with Americans to 
practice English and build friendships.
	 Starting in 
March, the BCM 
at Tulane will be 
launching both an 
ESL conversation 
partner time and an English Bible study for 
internationals. The ESL conversation time 
will last only an hour. The BCM needs much 
help with the conversation time because 
it will only work with a low American-to-
international ratio.
	 Come build relationships and intentionally 
converse with internationals (every week 
or bi-weekly), and pray for opportunities to 
share your faith. 
	 For more information please contact Kim 
Arthur, Tulane BCM Campus Minister, at 
kim.e.arthur@gmail.com or 205.266.4291.

Make Disciples of All 
Nations, Here in NOLA

gk

[3 Ways to Get Involved]
	 [One] Go door-to-Door in the Seminary’s 
neighborhood on Thursdays beginning at 3 
p.m. For more information, contact Michael 
Allen at 770.939.9212 or Blake Newsom 
at 504.452.7420. Meet at Willingham 
Apartment 326 (behind Sunshine Park). 
	 Door-to-door evangelism will also take 
place every 1st and 3rd Saturday of the 
month. Teams will meet at 10 a.m. at the 
HSC couches. Contact Monica Lovelace at 
504.816.8243.
	 [Two] Evangelism teams will also go to 
Jackson Square on the 1st and 3rd Saturdays 

of the month. For more information about 
sharing the gospel in Jackson Square, 
contact Michael Procella at 409.670.8555. 
This team will meet at couches in the 
Hardin Student Center at 10 a.m.
	 [Three] A third way to get involved with 
personal evangelism at NOBTS is through 
a telephone ministry with the North 
American Mission Board.
	 For more information about sharing the 
gospel in this way, contact Michael Procella 
409.670.8555. 
	 [FYI] For more information about the 
student-led evangelism teams, pick up the 
flyer in the Dean of Students office.
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A Week of Missions
in California

	 Here’s your opportunity to create a 
memory for yourself and others, fulfill the 
Great Commission, see California and get 
away for a week for only $250.
	 Sign up now for a Basketball and 
Cheerleading Camp to be held in San Diego 
July 26–August 2. Cost is all inclusive 
and includes round trip airfare from New 
Orleans to San Diego, lodging, all materials 
and meals. Plus you have the opportunity 
to help continue an Upward Ministry and 
make a difference in the lives of children.
	 For more details or information contact 
Jonathan Bailey at 318.308.6242 or 
LCBailey81@hotmail.com or Brad Strom at 
256.654.0614 or strombg@gmail.com.

Get Involved with 
Summer Missions

	 Summer recruiters from Highland Lakes 
Camp and Conference Center will be 
on campus during the NOBTS Preview 
Weekend, March 6, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and 
March 7, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Look for recruiters 
in the Hardin Student Center.
	 Every year Highland Lakes Camp recruits 
college and seminary students to join their 
Summer Missions Team. HLC sits on Lake 
Travis on the edge of Austin, Texas. The 
Summer Missions Team program is a life-
changing missions experience for 12 weeks 
during the summer months.	 Students 
accepted into this program will be placed 
onto teams that will serve in many ways 
such as working in the dining hall, serving as 
lifeguards, first aid station workers or doing 
maintenance and general work for camp 
upkeep. The Summer Missionaries also travel 
in teams to Central Texas churches to share 
the gospel in fun and creative ways.  
	 Please look for the Highland Lakes display 
on campus and speak with a recruiter. For 
more information, please visit the website at 
www.highlandlakescamp.org. Information 
about a weekly stipend and scholarship is 
also available on the camp’s website.

Volunteer With 
MissionLab

	 Want to get involved with ministry in 
New Orleans? Here’s your chance! Contact 
Hannah at hannah@missionlab.com for 
information on how you can get plugged into 
urban missions this semester. Opportunities 
are available to assist mission teams 
ministering through rebuilding, homeless 
outreach, children’s ministry and more.

	 The Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice needs several women to work in at 
least four prisons with women inmates.
	 The department requires that each 
applicant have a certain amount of paid 
ministry experience. The required amount 
of paid experience depends on the amount 
of formal education each applicant has.  For 
more information about chaplain positions 
in the Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice, go online to tdfc.state.tx.us and 
look under “employment/professional.” The 
chaplain application is the same as that for 
any other employee and can be downloaded 
and emailed.
	 Dempsie-Henley State Jail in Dayton, 
Texas, is just one in need of a committed 
chaplain. Chaplain Sandy Biles currently 
serves there and needs another chaplain to 
work alongside her with the 575 women 
there. The new chaplain would also be a 
part of the faith-based dorm called “Life 
Learners Dorm” in which inmates use the 

Institute in Basic Life Principles curriculum.  
Biles works with 55 women for six months 
at a time, with 58 others who are involved 
for 90 days at a time. The women involved 
may have jail sentences from 90 days to 5 
years to life. A chapel on site offers classes 
for specific needs like Christian substance 
abuse, Making Peace with Your Past, Free at 
Last, Purpose Driven Life, Anger Resolution, 
and basic Bible study classes and worship 
services. The chaplain administers the 
classes, volunteers and programs and is the 
one to give emergency messages/phone calls 
and to counsel with the women. There is a 
great opportunity to help the ladies learn to 
apply God’s Word to their hearts and lives.
	 Currently, there are very few applicants 
and the need is great. Please consider being 
a chaplain in the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice.
	 For more information about the Dempsie-
Henley chaplain position, call Biles at either 
936.258.2476 or 281.844.3733.

FunFest ’08 is Coming
	 FunFest ’08 is set for Saturday, April 
19, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. It’s time to start 
planning for the annual campus-wide event 
at Sunshine Park!
	 In an effort to involve a wide variety of 
people in this year’s event, we hope you 
will consider helping by volunteering your 
department, organization, or apartment/
dorm/ living cluster to host a game or activity 
at this year’s event. This involves preparing 
a game or activity and possibly providing 
appropriate supplies and/or prizes. You will 
also need to work the activity throughout the 
funfest.
	 For more information, contact Liz Stewart 
at ext. 3282.

Welcome, Gary Collins
	 Gary Collins, Leavell College student, 
is now the new Clinic office manager and 
medical assistant. Gary’s professional 
experience in management and healthcare 
are valuable assets for the Clinic. Gary’s 
wife, Toni, is an alumnus of NOBTS. Toni 
is the director of outreach ministries at 
Celebration Church. The Collins’ have 2 
children and 4 grandchildren.
	 The NOBTS Clinic, Family Health 
Care, is a full-service primary care clinic 
serving NOBTS family members of all ages. 
For more information and to schedule 
appointments, call 504.816.8596.

Female Chaplains Needed in Texas Prisons

Who?
	 NAMB President Geoff Hammond and 
New Orleans-area church planters.

What?
	 Meet-and-greet with church planters 
over delightful ice cream.

When?
	 During and after chapel March 12.

Where?
	 Leavell Chapel and in front of the 
cafeteria.

Why?	
	 Come and discover how church 
planting can revolutionize your current 
and future ministry. 

Facebook — “AreYouReady”
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Church-Minister Relations

Ministry Opportunities
The following are a few of the ministry 
positions received by the Church-
Minister Relations office. Churches are 
listed according to the type of ministry 
position needed and whether the position 
is classified as part-time or full-time. All 
positions within a 2-hour radius of New 
Orleans are listed separately with the 
approximate distance in parentheses. To 
contact any of these churches, or to have 
your resume sent to other unpublished 
ministry opportunities, visit the CMR office 
(second floor, Frost Building) or contact 
them at 504-282-4455 or 1-800-662-8701, 
ext. 3291, or cmrconsultant@nobts.edu.

New Orleans Area
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Saint Rose, La.; 
pastor (23)
• Bethlehem Baptist Church, Albany, La.; 
music/education (63)
• Woodlawn Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, 
La.; youth (71)
• Calvary Baptist Church, New Orleans, 
La.; pastor (10)
• Edgewater Baptist Church, New Orleans, 
La.; pastor (3)
• Handsboro Baptist Church, Gulfport, 
Miss.; pastor (74)
• First Baptist Church, LaPlace, La.; pastor 
(41)
• New Zion Baptist Church, Kentwood, 
La.; pastor (90)
• First Baptist Church, Livingston, La.; 
music (74)
• East Moss Point Baptist Church, Moss 
Point, Miss.; pastor (105)
• First Baptist Church, Zachary, La.; 
children (98)
• New Zion Baptist Church, Covington, 
La.; pastor (43)
• Roseland Park Baptist Church, Picayune, 
Miss.; music (47)
• The Lord’s Church, Kentwood, La.; music 
and youth (90)
• Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond, La.; 
youth (60)
• Briarwood Baptist Church, Franklinton, 
La.; youth/children (71)

Part-time
• Coteau Baptist Church, Houma, La.; 
youth  (59)
• First Baptist Church, Hammond, La.; 
music (60)
• Monroe Street Baptist Church, Bogalusa, 
La.; music (70)
• Bayou L’ourse Baptist Church, Bayou 
L’ourse, La.; pastor (81)
• Gillsburg Baptist Church, Osyka, Miss.; 
music (96)
• Mount Hermon Baptist Church, Mount 
Hermon, La.; youth (104)
• Chinese Presbyterian Church, Kenner, 
La.; youth (15)
• New Orleans Community Church, 
Metairie, La.; music (10)
• Main Street Baptist Church, Bogalusa, 
La.; associate pastor/music and youth (70)
• Christ Baptist Church, Houma, La.; music 
(59)
• Faithview Baptist Church, Saucier, Miss.; 
youth and/or music (85)
• Highland Baptist Church, Metairie, La.; 
music (10)
• First Baptist Church, Irvington, Ala.; 
music (127)
• Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond, La.; 
youth (60)
• North McComb Baptist Church, 
McComb, Miss.; youth (113)
• Northside Baptist Church, Slidell, La.; 
music and youth (28)

Pastor
Full-time
• Central Baptist Church, Waycross, Ga.
• Highland Baptist Church, Tullahoma, Tenn.
• Lakeview Baptist Church, Delray Beach, Fla.
• First Baptist Church, McLain, Miss.
• First Baptist Church, Noel, Mo.

Music
Full-time
• Calvary Baptist Church, Albany, Ga.
• Sale Street Baptist Church, Lake Charles, 
La.
• Weems Creek Baptist Church, Annapolis, 
Md.
• Blodgett Street Baptist Church, Carlsbad, 
N.M.
• Heritage Park Baptist Church, Webster, 
Texas

Youth
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Vidalia, La.

• Lizella Baptist Church, Lizella, Ga.
• First Baptist Church, Greenwood, Miss.
• First Baptist Church, Hobbs, N.M.
• Vaiden Baptist Church, Vaiden, Miss.
Part-time
• Pine Mountain Baptist Church, Pine 
Mountain, Ga.
• Central Baptist Church, Springhill, La.

Children/Preschool
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Kosciusko, Miss.
• East Side Baptist Church, Mountain 
Home, Ark.

Combination
Full-time
• Temple Baptist Church, Ruston, La.; 
Youth and Recreation
• Pine Grove Baptist Church, Centre, Ala.; 
Music and Education
• County Line Baptist Church, Lithia 
Springs, Ga.; Youth and Education
• Rentz Baptist Church, Rentz, Ga.; Youth 
and Children
• Berkeley Baptist Church, Moncks Corner, 
S.C.
• Union Baptist Church, South Hull, Ga.; 
Associate Pastor/Music and Education

Other
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas; 
Discipleship
• Mobile Baptist Association, Mobile, Ala.; 
Camp Director
• Levy Baptist Church, North Little Rock, 
Ark.; Education




