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This Week in Chapel
TUESDAY, MARCH 11
Dr. Chuck Herring

Pastor, FBC Collierville, Tenn.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12
Dr. Geoff Hammond

President, NAMB

THURSDAY, MARCH 13
Dr. Tony Merida

Dean of the Chapel

Next Week in Chapel
TUESDAY, MARCH 18
Dr. Jim Richards

Executive Director,
Southern Baptists of Texas Convention

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19
Dr. Thomas S. Rainer

President, LifeWay Christian Resources

THURSDAY, MARCH 20
Dr. Tony Merida

Dean of the Chapel

By Michael McCormack

Most doctoral students dream of 
seeing their dissertation in print.

And for NOBTS Associate 
Professor of Church History and 
Patristics Rex Butler, that dream 
was realized. In 2006, the Catholic 
University of America Press 
published his doctoral study under 
the title The New Prophecy and “New 
Visions”: Evidence of Montanism in the 
Passion of Perpetua and Felicitas.

But for Butler, attention given 
to his expertise on the deaths of 
early Christian martyrs Perpetua 
and Felicitas didn’t stop there. 
Over the Christmas holiday, Butler 
participated in the filming of a 
documentary on the event, which 
occurred in A.D. 203 in Carthage, an 
ancient North African city located in 
present-day Tunisia.

Robert Fernandez produced 
the documentary, which will be 
distributed by Torchlighters, a 
company that offers animated 
children’s videos about Christian 
heroes. Previous Torchlighters 
videos have focused on William 
Tyndale, John Bunyan and Jim 
Elliot, missionary to the Auca, an 
Ecuadorian people group. Torchlighters 
includes with each animated video a live 
action documentary on the same subject. 
Gateway Films Vision Video will also 
distribute the documentary.

“Robert contacted me and asked me to 
participate,” Butler said. “I expected him 
to come to New Orleans. He decided he 
wanted to go on location and film from 

the amphitheatre where Perpetua was 
martyred, from Bursa Hill where she was 
imprisoned and from some other sites 
that provide a backdrop from the Roman 
Empire.”

Butler was on location in Tunisia from 
Dec. 16 through Dec. 23, 2007. To Butler’s 
surprise, his role in the film was much more 
than mere interviewee.

- please see BUTLER, page 3

NOBTS church history professor travels 
to Tunisia for upcoming documentary

Dr. Rex Butler appears on-camera while standing in front 
of the Roman ruins at Sbeitla, Tunisia.

All in the Family
	 Thoughts and prayers go out for Dr. 
Jeanine Bozeman and her husband, Dr. 
Welby Bozeman, as he recovers from 
his recent surgery.
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Learn About Ministry
in Arkansas March 18–19

	 The Arkansas 
Baptist Convention 

will be on campus 
March 18 and 19 

to discuss ministry 
opportunities in their   

     state. They will have 
representatives from the collegiate ministry 
department, the evangelism/church 
starting department and the music/worship 
department. Please be sure to drop by their 
booth in the Hardin Student Center atrium 
sometime during the two days they are here.

Abernathy

Congrats to Clinic Staff!
	 Congratulations to Michael 

Abernathy, who graduated 
Feb. 15 from William 
Carey University School 
of Nursing with a bachelor 
of science in nursing. He 
served the NOBTS family 
as clinic office manager and 

medical assistant. Abernathy will be greatly 
missed and we wish him continued success 
as he enters the healthcare workforce as a 
professional nurse.    
	 Welcome to Gary Collins, 
Leavell College student and 
new clinic office manager 
and medical assistant. His 
professional experience in 
management and healthcare 
are valuable assets in his 
new position. Collins’ wife, 
Toni, is an alumnus of NOBTS and is director 
of outreach ministries at Celebration Church. 
The Collins have two children and four 
grandchildren.  
	 The NOBTS Clinic, Family Health Care, 
is a full-service primary care clinic serving 
NOBTS family members of all ages. For more 
information or to schedule appointments, 
call 504.816.8596.

Collins

Mission Trip to Bolivia
 
	 Looking for a place to do missions this 
summer? Then go and share the gospel 
in Bolivia July 20–29 as you teach ESL in 
the city of Santa Cruz and help reach the 
Guarayo people in the jungle. Bolivia needs 
you! The cost of the trip is about $1,500 a 
person. The first payment of $250 is due 
April 4.
	 For more information contact Blanca 
Montero at 318.219.6989 or email blanca_
montero@yahoo.com. A meeting will be 
held March 15 at the Carey Hall Parlor at 10 
a.m. to talk about the trip and expenses.

Dispatcher Opening
On-Campus

	 NOBTS Campus Police is now accepting 
applications for an upcoming dispatcher 
opening.
	 Anyone interested in contributing to on-
campus security may please come by the 
Campus Police office to apply.

Summer Intern Needed 
for Covington Church

	 New Zion Baptist Church in Covington 
is seeking an individual male or female to 
serve for the summer as a children/youth 
intern. A majority of the ministry time will 
be spent with children.
	 The intern will need to be able to plan 
children’s outreach events and build 
relationships with students in the ministry. 
The intern will work 25–30 hours a week. 
Transportation is required.
	 For more information, please contact 
Matthew Smith 985.237.4565 for more 
information.

WMU Director
On-campus

	 Students are invited to hear Wanda Lee,
Executive Director and Treasurer for the 
Woman’s Missionary 
Union, speak 
Thursday, March 
13,  at 2 p.m. in the 
Leavell Center. She 
will talk specifically about the WMU and 
different ministry opportunities.

Spring Break
Library Hours

• Thursday, March 20, 7:30 a.m. – 11 p.m.
• Friday, March 21, Closed for Good Friday
• Saturday, March 22, 10 a.m. – 7 p.m.
• Sunday, March 23, Closed
• Monday – Thursday, March 24–27, 
	 7:30 a.m. – 9 p.m.
• Friday, March 28, 7:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.
• Saturday, March 29, Closed

	 The Library’s regular hours resume 
Monday, March 31. For more information, see 
www.nobts.edu/Library.

Female Chaplains Needed
	 The Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice needs several women to work in at 
least four prisons with women inmates.
	 The department requires that each 
applicant have a certain amount of paid 
ministry experience. For more information 
about chaplain positions in the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice, go 
online to tdfc.state.tx.us and look under 
“employment/professional.” The chaplain 
application is the same as that for any other 
employee and can be downloaded and 
emailed.
	 Dempsie-Henley State Jail in Dayton, 
Texas, is just one in need of a committed 
chaplain. Chaplain Sandy Biles currently 
serves there and needs another chaplain to 
work alongside her with the 575 women 
there. 
	 For more information about the Dempsie-
Henley chaplain position, call Biles at either 
936.258.2476 or 281.844.3733.

IMB North Africa/Middle 
East Representative On-

Campus April 8
	 Mark your calendars faculty and 
students! On Tuesday, April 8, NOBTS will 
host the IMB’s John T. Brady in chapel. 
Faculty and students are encouraged to 
bring a lunch and join Mr. Brady for a time 
of fellowship and discussion in the Creole 
Room from noon to 1 p.m.
	 A graduate of Southwestern Baptist 
Seminary, John Brady now serves as the 
regional leader for the IMB to Northern 
Africa and the Middle East. He leads more 
than 430 Southern Baptist workers as they 
seek to spread the gospel and spark church 
planting movements among some of the 
world’s most unreached people groups.
	 Following chapel and lunch, all are 
invited to join the Global Missions Center 
and the Pastoral Ministries Division in 
welcoming Mr. Brady to the Leavell Center 
for a brief presentation on what God is 
doing in Northern Africa and the Middle 
East.

Literacy Workshops
	
	 Spread God’s love by teaching someone 
to speak English! The Louisiana Baptist 
Convention is sponsoring three literacy 
workshops — tutoring children and youth, 
English as a Second Language, and adult 
reading and writing. The 14-hour workshops 
will take place March 27–28 from 5:30 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. and March 29 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. at New Orleans’ First Baptist Church.
	 For additional information, call First 
Baptist at 504.482.5775 or email Joe Cannon 
at esl4him@bellsouth.net.
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BUTLER, continued from page 1

“I expected for them to ask me 
questions and for me to answer them,” 
he recalled. “It ended up being a lot of 
drama as well as a lot of teaching.”

“The focus of the interview was the 
Passion of Perpetua, which includes her 
diary about her imprisonment and the 
visions she had in prison, the vision of 
heaven that was recorded by Saturus her 
teacher and an eyewitness account of the 
deaths of all the martyrs,” Butler said.

The Passion tells the story of six 
Christians who were imprisoned and 
killed for their faith. Five of the martyrs 
were catechumens, new believers who 
had not yet been baptized. The sixth 
prisoner was the young Christians’ 
teacher, Saturus. Their martyrdom 
took place during the reign of Roman 
Emperor Septimius Severus. Seeking 
harmony through syncretism, Septimius 
Severus outlawed conversion to 
Christianity and Judaism. 

“Roman religion was polytheistic and 
relatively tolerant of other religions,” 
Butler explained. “As the Roman Empire 
spread, they would assimilate other 
religions into their own. They really did 
not object to worship of gods other than 
their Roman gods, as long as the new 
religion’s adherents would worship the 
Roman emperor.”

Butler called this emperor worship the 
“predominant religious glue” that held 
the empire together. Refusing to worship 
the emperor was considered treason, and 
that became a major source of conflict 
between Christianity and the Empire.

“They had to speak the confession 
‘Caesar is Lord,’” Butler said. “For 
Christians, only Jesus is Lord.”

Of course, there were still conversions 
to Christianity. And that’s where 
Perpetua, her teacher and her companions 
enter the story.

 

Timeless picture of faith
“Perpetua was a young noblewoman 

who was newly-married and had an infant 
son,” Butler said. “The other converts 
were all slaves, perhaps from Perpetua’s 
household. When Perpetua was arrested, 
her father begged her to renounce her faith 
in Christ, but she refused.”

Perpetua was imprisoned at Bursa 
Hill, the governmental seat of Carthage. 
Part of the documentary was actually 
filmed from the Bursa Hill dungeon 
where Perpetua and the others were 
probably held.

“When she first arrived there, she said 
the dungeon was dark, it stank and it 
was hot,” Butler said. “The deacons of her 
church were able to bribe the guards to 
allow her to receive her infant son. When 
she had him and was able to nurse him, 
she said the prison became a palace and 
that there was no place she’d rather be.”

While in prison, Perpetua was able 
to keep a diary. Butler said she recorded 
three visions, all of which focused on her 
approaching martyrdom and the afterlife. 
Saturus also had a vision similar to the one 
recorded in Revelation chapters 4 and 5.

“The diaries must have been passed 
on to someone they knew in their 
congregation,” Butler said. “One of the 

martyrs died in prison. The other five faced 
wild beasts in the arena.”

Perpetua and Felicitus, another female 
martyr, were tied to and beaten by a wild 
heifer. A leopard killed Saturus. Perpetua 
survived the heifer, so a gladiator was 
ordered to kill her.

“The final story goes that Perpetua 
was dispatched by a young, 
inexperienced gladiator,” Butler 
explained. “When he went to strike 
her, he missed his aim and struck her 
collarbone. It’s said that Perpetua 
actually had to guide the gladiator’s 
sword to her throat.”

The passion story then closes with a 
benediction.

“O most brave and blessed martyrs,” 
the benediction says. “O truly called and 
chosen unto the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, whom whoever magnifies, and 
honors, and adores, assuredly ought to read 
these examples for the edification of the 
Church. … Amen.”

Perpetua and Felicitas’ passion story 
testifies to the costliness of Christian 
faith. Christianity may not always lead 
to physical harm or death, but it always 
comes with a price. The six martyrs’ 
faithfulness unto death offers a timeless 
witness to Christians today.

The full passion narrative is available 
online at www.newadvent.org/fathers/ 
0324.htm. For more information about the 
upcoming documentary featuring Dr. Rex 
Butler, visit the Torchlighters website at 
http://chi.gospelcom.net/torchlighers or 
the Gateway Films Vision Video website 
at http://visionvideo.com.
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Church-Minister Relations

Ministry Opportunities
The following are a few of the ministry 
positions received by the Church-
Minister Relations office. Churches are 
listed according to the type of ministry 
position needed and whether the position 
is classified as part-time or full-time. All 
positions within a 2-hour radius of New 
Orleans are listed separately with the 
approximate distance in parentheses. To 
contact any of these churches, or to have 
your resume sent to other unpublished 
ministry opportunities, visit the CMR office 
(second floor, Frost Building) or contact 
them at 504-282-4455 or 1-800-662-8701, 
ext. 3291, or cmrconsultant@nobts.edu.

New Orleans Area
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Saint Rose, La.; 
pastor (23)
• Woodlawn Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, 
La.; youth (71)
• Calvary Baptist Church, New Orleans, 
La.; pastor (10)
• Edgewater Baptist Church, New Orleans, 
La.; pastor (3)
• Handsboro Baptist Church, Gulfport, 
Miss.; pastor (74)
• First Baptist Church, LaPlace, La.; pastor (41)
• New Zion Baptist Church, Kentwood, 
La.; pastor (90)
• First Baptist Church, Livingston, La.; 
music (74)
• East Moss Point Baptist Church, Moss 
Point, Miss.; pastor (105)
•First Baptist Church, Zachary, La.; 
children (98)
• New Zion Baptist Church, Covington, 
La.; pastor (43)
• Roseland Park Baptist Church, Picayune, 
Miss.; music (47)
• The Lord’s Church, Kentwood, La.; music 
and youth (90)
• Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond, La.; 
youth (60)
• Briarwood Baptist Church, Franklinton, 
La.; youth/children (71)
• Superior Avenue Baptist Church, 
Bogalusa, La.; youth (70)
Part-time
• Coteau Baptist Church, Houma, La.; 
youth (59)

• Monroe Street Baptist Church, Bogalusa, 
La.; music (70)
• Bayou L’ourse Baptist Church, Bayou 
L’ourse, La.; pastor (81)
• Gillsburg Baptist Church, Osyka, Miss.; 
music (96)
• Mount Hermon Baptist Church, Mount 
Hermon, La.; youth (104)
• Chinese Presbyterian Church, Kenner, 
La.; youth (15)
• New Orleans Community Church, 
Metairie, La.; music (10)
• Main Street Baptist Church, Bogalusa, 
La.; associate pastor/music and youth (70)
• Christ Baptist Church, Houma, La.; music 
(59)
• Faithview Baptist Church, Saucier, Miss.; 
youth and/or music (85)
• Highland Baptist Church, Metairie, La.; 
music (10)
• First Baptist Church, Irvington, Ala.; 
music (127)
• Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond, La.; 
youth (60)
• North McComb Baptist Church, 
McComb, Miss.; youth (113)
• Northside Baptist Church, Slidell, La.; 
music and youth (28)
• Rolling Hills Baptist Church, Carriere, 
Miss.; pastor (55)
• Pine Lake Baptist Church, Vancleave, 
Miss.; youth (101)
• Superior Avenue Baptist Church, 
Bogalusa, La.; youth (70)

Pastor
Full-time
• Lakeview Baptist Church, Delray Beach, Fla.
• First Baptist Church, McLain, Miss.
• First Baptist Church, Noel, Mo.
• Kirby Woods Baptist Church, Memphis, 
Tenn.
• Berean Baptist Church, Tulsa, Okla.
• Faith Baptist Church, Battle Creek, Mich.
• First Baptist Church, Vandalia, Ohio
• Colston Branch Baptist Church, Bamberg, 
S.C.
• Simpson Baptist Church, Simpson, La.
•First Baptist Church, Iola, Kan.
Part-time
•Faith Baptist Church, Mendon, Mass.

Music
Full-time
• Blodgett Street Baptist Church, Carlsbad, 
N.M.
• Heritage Park Baptist Church, Webster, 
Texas

• First Baptist Church, Wetumpka, Ala.
• Green River Baptist Church, 
Waynesboro, Tenn.
• College Park Baptist Church, Houston, 
Texas
• Trinity Baptist Church, Thomaston, Ga.

Youth
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Hobbs, N.M.
• Vaiden Baptist Church, Vaiden, Miss.
• New Life Baptist Church, Adel, Ga.
• First Baptist Church, Kingwood, Texas
• West Hartselle Baptist Church, West 
Hartselle, Ala.
• Maplewood Baptist Church, Sulphur, La.
Part-time
• Central Baptist Church, Springhill, La.

Children/Preschool
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Albany, Ga.

Combination
Full-time
• Berkeley Baptist Church, Moncks Corner, 
S.C.; Associate Pastor/Worship and Students
• Union Baptist Church, South Hull, Ga.; 
Associate Pastor/Music and Education
• Buchanan Baptist Church, Buchanan, Va.; 
Children and Youth
• First Baptist Church, Alvarado, Texas; 
Associate Pastor/Children/Adult Education/
Administration
• Northport Baptist Church, Northport, 
Ala.; Education and Administration

Other
Full-time
• Levy Baptist Church, North Little Rock, 
Ark.; Education
• Ridgecrest Baptist Church, Montgomery, 
Ala.; Student Education
• Bull Street Baptist Church, Savannah, Ga.; 
College




