
NEW ORLEANS BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

APRIL 7, 2008
VOLUME 37.28

This Week in Chapel
TUESDAY, APRIL 8

John Brady
IMB Regional Leader

for Northern Africa & Middle East

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9
TBA

THURSDAY, APRIL 10
Dr. Tony Merida

Dean of the Chapel

Next Week in Chapel
TUESDAY, APRIL 15

Trustee Meetings
No Chapel

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16
Trustee Meetings

No Chapel

THURSDAY, APRIL 17
STATE OF THE SEMINARY

Dr. Chuck Kelley
NOBTS President

Randy Schweinberg, NOBTS master of divinity student in psychology 
and counseling, continues to excel in his study and ministry.

NOBTS couseling student overcomes 
cerebral palsy, continues in ministry

By Christopher Black

“Little Randy can’t 
complete the test, so I’m 
afraid to tell you that 
he is brain damaged,” 
Randolph Schweinberg II 
said recalling the doctor’s 
evaluation following a 
childhood IQ test.

From then on Randy’s 
family was encouraged 
to treat him as mentally 
disabled. The doctor was 
right about one thing: 
Randy does have brain 
damage. He has Cerebral 
Palsy, or CP, as it is 
commonly known.  

CP is the result of brain trauma often 
occurring during pregnancy or infancy. In 
Randy’s case, the disorder resulted from a 
lack of oxygen during his birth; however, 
the area of his brain affected was restricted 
to his motor cortex, leaving his higher 
functions, including his cognitive ability, 
intact.  

“Cerebral Palsy is a brain disorder that 
affects muscle control, and in some cases 
cognitive abilities,” explains Elizabeth Reitz of 
United Cerebral Palsy in Washington, D.C.  

“It’s a common misperception that CP 
always includes mental impairment, but 
even with the most severe cases, there is 
typically no cognitive disability,” Mari 
Wirfs, Family Nurse Practitioner at the 
NOBTS clinic added. “With Randy, there is 
absolutely no cognitive deficiency.”

In Randy’s case, CP has affected his 
motor skills but has left his mental faculties 
completely unaffected.

Randy is restricted to a wheelchair. He 
suffered four operations on both legs as 
a child in a failed attempt to give him the 
ability to walk. The surgeries left him with 
fused ankles and limited mobility outside 
his chair.  

Growing up in a non-Christian family 
in Florida, Randy’s struggles drove him 
into rebellion. He railed against authority 
and those who tried to deny him the same 
choices we all take for granted. However, 
through the loving concern of a godly 
woman named Kendall Brown, God 
changed all that.  

“My youth was a tough time for me,” 
Randy said. “If I hadn’t turned to God when 
I did, I probably wouldn’t be alive today.”  

Living in a world where he is often 
labeled as mentally challenged, Randy has 
learned resilience.

- please see RANDY, page 2
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Flying in the face of the doctor who labeled 
him as brain damaged, Randy took an AP class 
in high school. This led him to Charleston 
Southern University, where he earned a 
bachelor of science in psychology in 2004.  

Feeling the pull 
of God’s call, Randy 
moved from Charleston 
to New Orleans and 
began working on his 
master of divinity degree 
with a specialization 
in psychology and 
counseling at New 
Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary.  

Kathy Steele, head of the psychology and 
counseling department, praises Randy’s 
counseling ability.

“He has everything he needs to be an 
outstanding counselor. The main struggle he 
faces is discrimination,” Steele said. “He has 
a great sense of humor. It helps others think 
of him as a regular guy. That’s important 
– being thought of as a regular guy.”

At the seminary he has experienced 
some challenges. First was the accessibility 
within the seminary itself. The physical 
layout of the grounds proved difficult for 
the wheelchair-bound student.  

RANDY, continued from page 1 James Byrd, who works with the 
facilities department, recalls the extra 
effort the seminary devoted to upgrading 
the seminary’s accessibility. “Randy has 
been a good sounding board for how we 
can improve our effort to make the campus 
accessible to all students,” he said. “We are 

always looking for ways 
to best incorporate 
the ADA guidelines for 
accessibility.”  

Another major 
challenge was 
accessibility to texts. 
The books themselves 
were easily found, but 
reading them proved a 
major challenge. 

One of the ways CP affects Randy is in the 
muscle control of his eyes. Tracking along 
a line of writing in a book is very difficult. 
To compensate, Randy has developed 
extraordinary listening skills and usually gets 
copies of the notes from either the professor or 
from fellow students. In order to get around 
the physical problem of reading, when Randy 
was at Charleston Southern, he employed 
people to read the books that he could not get 
already in audio format. However, at NOBTS, 
no one was around who could take on this 
vital task for him.

With the encouragement of his classmates, 

Randy learned to track along a pen as he 
moves it across the page.

“When Randy first arrived at the 
seminary, he was limited in his ability to 
physically write exams,” Steele said.  “He’s 
overcome that now.”

In 2005 Randy was settling in to his 
second year at NOBTS when Hurricane 
Katrina hit. Like everyone on campus, 
he lost everything. But what was most 
devastating for him was losing his $8,100 
electric wheelchair. As a result, he is 
motoring around campus in a 10-year-old 
chair that is in constant need of repair.

Despite all the challenges, or maybe 
because of them, Randy continues working 
toward his master’s degree. He is currently 
the senior counseling-intern at Bethel 
Colony South, a recovery center and 
halfway house for recovering addicts that is 
located near the seminary.  

Mel Jones, founder and director of Bethel 
Colony South, holds Randy’s work in 
high regard. “The fact that Randy has CP 
makes his counseling of our residents more 
effective,” Jones said. “When men meet 
Randy, they no longer have excuses why 
they can’t recover. He inspires people.”

Who knows what the future holds for 
Randy? The only thing for certain is that, 
with God as his strength, he will continue to 
overcome challenges and press on to the end.

“The fact that Randy has 
CP makes his counseling of 
our residents more effective. 
When men meet Randy, 
they no longer have excuses 
why they can’t recover. He 
inspires people.”

– Mel Jones, Bethel Colony South
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BCM Livingroom
	 BCM Livingroom will be meeting 
Thursday night at 9 p.m. in the Carey Hall 
Parlor. We would love for everyone to join 
us for a time of worship, prayer and small 
group discussion.
	 This is a time to get away from the 
craziness of the semester and spend time 
encountering the Lord. 
	 Everybody get ready for April 26 and the 
Mission Mash Volleyball Tournament! Get 
together a team of six people and get ready 
to play in a tournament that will benefit 
BCM Summer Missions.
	 For more information, rosters and rules, 
see Beth Masters or Mike Massaro. There is 
also information out side Beth’s office, HSC 
212. 
	 Want to be involved in ministry in the 
city? Looking for a place to meet new people 
and influence them for the Lord? Do you 
love hanging out with college students?
	 If you answered yes to any of these 
questions, then you need to check out the 
BCM table in the Hardin Student Center 
April 21–23!
	 BCM is looking for seminary students 
who want to join the ministry teams 
working on the college campuses in the 
Metro New Orleans area.
	 Come by and check out the open 
positions and see where you might fit in!

Free Food at LifeWay
	 Attention: FREE FOOD. LifeWay is 
looking for 20 people to help with their 
annual inventory on Saturday, April 19, from 
4 p.m. to about midnight. You will be paid 
and fed for your work. Submit application 
by April 8 at www.lifeway.comm/jobs. Stop 
by the store for more information.

Help Wanted
	 The NOBTS housekeeping crew has 
immediate openings. Benefits are good pay,
flexible hours and on-campus work. For 
more information, call extension 3230.

Local Church Seeks
Childcare Providers

	 First Baptist Church in Norco, La., has 
two paid childcare positions available for 
Sunday and Wednesday nights during 
worship. Applicants must be at least 18-
years-old. Call Kim Collins at 504.816.8770 
or 864.316.6615 for more information.
	 In addition, First Baptist Norco’s growing 
preschool department is looking for used 
toys that are in good condition. If you are 
considering getting rid of old toys, please 
donate to the growing ministry at First 
Baptist Church of Norco. Again, call Kim 
Collins 504.816.8770 or 864.316.6615 for 
more information.

Student Wives Classes
	 NOBTS student wives have the 
opportunity to take classes free of charge.  
This course is a part of the Ministry Wife 
Certificate.  
	 “Ministry With Grivers,” taught by Dr. 
Jeanine Bozeman and Loretta Rivers in HSC 
216, will be offered on Tuesday evenings 
(April 1–May 13) from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Registration for the Tuesday night class will 
take place April 1 and April 8.  
	 Immunizations are required to take 
this class. In order to enroll in the course 
a student must meet the immunization 
requirements by the second night of class. 
	 Contact Christian Parrish (extension 
3334 or cparrish@nobst.edu) if this will 
be your first student wives course or if 
you have not taken student wives classes 
in a while, for more information regarding 
immunization.
	 Free child care is available to student 
wives who attend the Tuesday night class.
	 Childcare reservations for student wives 
classes can be made by contacting the 
NOBTS preschool at 504.816.8585 by the 
Friday before class.  

Fighting Sioux Fever Comes to NOBTS
For those of you who have 

cable access to ESPN2, the 
University of North Dakota 
Fighting Sioux will hit the 
ice Thursday, April 10, in the 
Frozen Four men’s hockey 
finals.

This is their 4th straight 
Frozen Four berth and 7th 
appearance in 12 years. They 
will face Boston College for 
the 3rd straight time. 

The 3rd-ranked Sioux 
dominated Princeton and 

defeated long-time foe 
Wisconsin in overtime to win 
the Midwest Regional and 
advance to the Frozen Four. 
Michigan meets Notre Dame 
in the other semi-final match. 

	 Stay tuned as the Fighting 
Sioux compete for their 8th 
national title.

	 The University of North 
Dakota is located in Grand 
Forks, N.D.

	 The school is in the midst 
of its 125th anniversary.

All in the Family
	 Norris and Kim Grubbs are the proud 
parents of a baby girl born April 2. Baby 
Cameron Sky weighed 8 lbs 13 oz. and was 
21 inches long. All are doing well! Please be 
in prayer for Norris, Kim, Katie, Mollie and 
Cameron.
	 Chris and Rebecca Bundick are the 
proud parents of a baby girl born March 
29. Glorianne Grace Bundick (“Glory” 
for short) weighed 8lbs 5 oz. and was 20.5 
inches long. All are doing well. Give a prayer 
of thanks for this miracle of new life.

Campus Work Orders
	 To report work orders to the NOBTS 
facilities department, please call extension 
3230 from on campus phones or email work 
orders to fixit@nobts.edu.

Worship Leader Needed
	 Lakeside Baptist Church, a local Baptist 
church located just off Veterans Blvd. 
in Metairie, is currently seeking a new 
worship leader.
	 Questions and resumes may be directed 
to Lakeside’s Pastor Anthony Orzo at 
504.957.1549 or aorzo@lakesidebc.net.

International Students 
Must Complete Form 

8843 by April 15
	 All international students are required to 
complete a Form 8843 with the IRS by the 
tax deadline of April 15. This is mandatory 
for every international student.
	 The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program is available to assist you in 
the completion of this form. Please contact 
Helen Bougere at Dillard University’s 
VITA office to make a free appointment 
for assistance. Bougere may be reached at 
504.722.8912 or by vising Dillard University 
at 2601 Gentilly Blvd., New Orleans, LA, 
70122.
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Church-Minister Relations

Ministry Opportunities
The following are a few of the ministry 
positions received by the Church-
Minister Relations office. Churches are 
listed according to the type of ministry 
position needed and whether the position 
is classified as part-time or full-time. All 
positions within a 2-hour radius of New 
Orleans are listed separately with the 
approximate distance in parentheses. To 
contact any of these churches, or to have 
your resume sent to other unpublished 
ministry opportunities, visit the CMR office 
(second floor, Frost Building) or contact 
them at 504-282-4455 or 1-800-662-8701, 
ext. 3291, or cmrconsultant@nobts.edu.

New Orleans Area
Full-time
• Edgewater Baptist Church, New Orleans, 
La.; pastor (3)
• Handsboro Baptist Church, Gulfport, 
Miss.; pastor (74)
• First Baptist Church, LaPlace, La.; pastor (41)
• New Zion Baptist Church, Kentwood, 
La.; pastor (90)
• First Baptist Church, Livingston, La.; 
music (74)
• East Moss Point Baptist Church, Moss 
Point, Miss.; pastor (105)
• First Baptist Church, Zachary, La.; 
children (98)
• New Zion Baptist Church, Covington, 
La.; pastor (43)
• Roseland Park Baptist Church, Picayune, 
Miss.; music (47)
• The Lord’s Church, Kentwood, La.; music 
and youth (90)
• Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond, La.; 
youth (60)
• Briarwood Baptist Church, Franklinton, 
La.; youth/children (71)
• Superior Avenue Baptist Church, 
Bogalusa, La.; youth (70)
• Eastlawn Baptist Church, Pascagoula, 
Miss.; pastor (107)
• First Baptist Church, Breaux Bridge, La.; 
pastor (127)
Part-time
• Monroe Street Baptist Church, Bogalusa, 
La.; music (70)
• Christ Baptist Church, Houma, La.; music 
(59)

• Faithview Baptist Church, Saucier, Miss.; 
youth and/or music (85)
• Highland Baptist Church, Metairie, La.; 
music (10)
• First Baptist Church, Irvington, Ala.; 
music (127)
• Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond, La.; 
youth (60)
• North McComb Baptist Church, 
McComb, Miss.; youth (113)
• Northside Baptist Church, Slidell, La.; 
music and youth (28)
• Rolling Hills Baptist Church, Carriere, 
Miss.; pastor (55)
• Pine Lake Baptist Church, Vancleave, 
Miss.; youth (101)
• Superior Avenue Baptist Church, 
Bogalusa, La.; youth (70)
• Poydras Baptist Church, St. Bernard, La.; 
youth (17)
• Shady Grove Baptist Church, Bogue 
Chitto, Miss.; music (124)
• Enon Baptist Church, Franklinton, La.; 
music and youth (71)
• Fellowship Church, Prairieville, La.; 
children (66)
• First Baptist Church, Folsom, La.; music (54)
• First Baptist Church, Chalmette, La.; 
children (9)
• Promise Land Fellowship, New Orleans, 
La.; youth (8)
• Promise Land Fellowship, New Orleans, 
La.; music (8)
• New Haven Baptist Church, Tickfaw, La.; 
students and music (65)

Pastor
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Yorktown, Texas
• Sterling Park Baptist Church, Sterling, Va.
• Memorial Baptist Church, Richton, Miss.

Music
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Hinesville, Ga.
• First Baptist Church, Beaumont, Texas
• Bethel Baptist Church, Norman, Okla.
• Westminster Baptist Church, Westminster, 
S.C.
• Cherokee Avenue Baptist Church, Gaffney. 
S.C.
Part-time
• First Baptist Church, Remlap, Ala.

Youth
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Beaumont, Texas
• First Baptist Church, Hampton, Ark.

• Brainerd Hills Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
Tenn.
• Golden Springs Baptist Church, Anniston, 
Ala.

Combination
Full-time
• Montrose Baptist Church, Montrose, Ga.; 
Children and Youth
• Woodland Place Baptist Church, Magnolia, 
Texas; Children and Young Families
• Red House Baptist Church, Richmond, 
Ky.; Students and Recreation
• First Baptist Church, Harrison, Ark.; 
Students and Recreation
• First Baptist Church, Garfield, Ark.; 
Education and Music
• Wildwood Baptist Church, Clinton, 
Miss.; Worship and Education
• First Baptist Church, Booneville, Ark.; 
Youth and Education
• Woodlawn Baptist Church, Garden City, 
Ga.; Youth and Young Adults

Other
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Port Wentworth, 
Ga.; Associate Pastor/Family
• First Baptist Church of Acree, Sylvester, 
Ga.; Family 
• Grace Baptist Church, Taipei, Taiwan; 
Associate Pastor of English Congregation
• North Metro Baptist Church, Lawrenceville, 
Ga.; Middle School

Houseparents Needed
	 The Steppin’ Stone Ranch, a ministry that 
reaches out to at risk teenage girls, is seeking 
two houseparents/counselors. These girls are 
ages 13–17 and are in need of some compassion 
and the love of Christ. The ministry is looking 
for single, female seminary graduates. This is a 
paid, full-time position with benefits. It is not 
a volunteer position. For more information, 
contact Cindy Churchill at 8421 Pritcher Road 
Lithia, FL, 33547, or 813.650.8700.








