VOLUME 37.29
APRIL 14, 2008

NEW ORLEANS BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Greer-Heard 2008

Scholars debate reliability of New Testament
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Bart Ehrman looks on as Daniel Wallace presents
his case for the reliability of the New Testament.

By Gary D. Myers

Daniel Wallace and Bart Ehrman, both
top scholars in New Testament studies,
agreed on many points during the Greer-
Heard Point-Counterpoint Forum at New
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary April
4. In the end, though, the two expressed
sharp differences on one main issue: the
reliability of the New Testament.

Wallace, professor of New Testament
studies at Dallas Theological Seminary,
argued that the text is reliable. Ehrman,
best-selling author of Misquoting Jesus: The
Story Behind Who Changed the Bible and Why and
chair of the religious studies department
at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, denied the reliability of the
New Testament. He said no one can know
with any degree of certainty whether or not
the text accurately represents the original
mManuscripts.

At the crux of the reliability issue is
the presence of “variants” or differences
found in the 5,500 handwritten, ancient
Greek manuscripts of the New Testament.
Scholars on both sides of the debate agree
that between 300,000 and 400,000 variants
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Scholar Bart Ehrman argues for his skeptical view
on the reliability of the New Testament.

exist. Over 90 percent of the variants
involve spelling, word order, omissions or
insertions.

Wallace identified the challenge of
debating New Testament reliability. He
confessed that the issue can get muddled
at times because of the raw facts. On this
point, Wallace and Ehrman agree.

Both men agreed on the number of
manuscripts and variants. They even agreed
on which variants in the text are most
problematic: 1 John 5:8 in the King James
Version; Mark 1:41; Mark 16:14-20; and John
7:53-8:1L

Wallace even conceded that in some
manuscripts there is evidence that scribes
altered the text to bring it in line with their
theological position. However, it is in their
interpretation of the facts that the two men
come to dramatically different conclusions.

“When we are reading the Bible, we are
not actually reading the words of Matthew,
Mark, Luke or John or Paul,” Ehrman said.
“We are reading translations of those words
from the Greek. And something is always
lost in translation.”

- please see GREER-HEARD, page 3

This Week in Chapel

TUESDAY, APRIL 15

Trustee Meetings
No Chapel

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16

Trustee Meetings
No Chapel

THURSDAY, APRIL 17
STATE OF THE SEMINARY

Dr. Chuck Kelley
NOBTS President

Next Week in Chapel

TUESDAY, APRIL 22

Senior Week
Speaker TBA

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23

Senior Week
Speaker TBA

THURSDAY, APRIL 24

Senior Week
Speaker TBA

All in the Family

Congratulations to Jay and Beth
Terrell on the birth of their second
child, Jefferson Cox Terrell (nicknamed
Jayce). Jayce was born Monday, April
7, at about noon. He weighed 7lbs. 140z
and was 20 1/4 inches long. The proud
grandparents are Dr. Dennis and Pam
Cole. All are doing well.
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International Students
Must Complete Form
8843 by April 15

All international students are required to
complete a Form 8843 with the IRS by the
tax deadline of April 15. This is mandatory
for every international student.

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) program is available to assist you in
the completion of this form. Please contact
Helen Bougere at Dillard University’s
VITA office to make a free appointment
for assistance. Bougere may be reached at
504.722.8912 or by vising Dillard University at
2601 Gentilly Blvd., New Orleans, LA, 70122.

Local Churches Seek
Vital Ministers

Interns Sought

Promiseland Fellowship is seeking
people who will serve as interns in
many different capacities. If you
would like to gain some experience as
aworship leader, in singing, preaching
and other areas please call the pastor,
Lincoy Moliere, at 504.451.8487.

Metairie Church seeks

worship leader

Lakeside Baptist Church, a local
Baptist church located just off
Veterans Boulevard in Metairie, is
currently seeking a new worship
leader.

Questions and resumes may be
directed to Lakeside’s Pastor Anthony
Orzo at 504.957.1549 or aorzo@
lakesidebc.net.

Suburban Baptist

Church seeks musician

Suburban Baptist Church is
currently seeking a musician for
Sunday morning worship service
at 10:30 a.m. and choir rehearsal on
alternate Saturday mornings at 10 a.m.
This is a paid position and students
are welcome.

For more information, please
contact Pastor Jeffery Q. Friend at
504.289.2754 or Stephanie G. Friend
at 504.2894310.

House Parents,
Counselors Needed

The Steppin’ Stone Ranch, a ministry
that reaches out to at-risk teenage girls is
seeking to fill two houseparent/counselor
positions. These girls are ages 13-17 and are
in need of some compassion and the love of
Christ. The ministry is looking for single,
female seminary graduates. This is a paid,
full-time position with benefits; it is not
a volunteer position. If you are interested,
contact Cindy Churchill at 8421 Pritcher
Road Lithia, FL, 33547, 813.650.8700.

US/C2 Missionary
Opportunities

US/C2 is a mission pathway designed to
give recent college or seminary graduates a
meaningful 2-year missions experience in
the United States or Canada. Candidates
serve in areas such as church planting,
church and community ministry, and resort
ministries.

Candidates |,

Are recent NorTH AMERICAN
K Mission Boarp

college

or seminary

graduates from accredited schools (typically
young adults with limited experience).
Commitments are made for two years of
service. Membership in a Southern Baptist
church for two years immediately preceding
application is required.

Positions are funded jointly by NAMB,
convention partners and associations.
Support package includes medical, dental
and life insurance. For information or
to apply, go to answerthecall.net or call
1.800.462.8657, ext. 6179.

IMB Candidate
Consultant On-Campus

Are you considering a career with the
IMB? Perhaps you want to complete a
short-term assignment working with an
unreached people group.

If this is you, please join NOBTS in
welcoming Bob Dilks, candidate consultant
for the International Mission Board, to the
campus April 28-29. Dilks will conduct
candidate interviews in the Dement Room,
located in the Frost Building, from 2:30 p.m.
to 4 p.m. Monday, April 28, and from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Tuesday, April 29.

Students may set up a time to interview
with Dilks by emailing Mindy McCord at
mmccord@imb.org or by calling 1.800.765.0011L

Camp Ministry
Opportunities

Two nurses (LVN or RN) are needed to
spend the summer on beautiful Lake Travis
near Austin, Texas, at Highland Lakes Camp.
Interested candidates can choose to spend a
few weeks or the whole session of 11 weeks
ministering to campers of all ages. Successful
candidates will help supervise three health
techs (college students) who are there to
carry out most of the work. A stipend is
provided and help is available to cover your
travel expenses. Nurses will have two days
off per week with no night calls unless
it is an emergency. This ministry reaches
thousands of young people each year.

Students interested in serving as health
techs through the Summer Missions Team
may apply for a scholarship at the end of
summer to be sent to your school of choice.
For more information, call 512.264.1777 or
email danny@highlandlakescamp.org or
judy@highlandlakescamp.org.

Other positions are available on the camp’s
Summer Missions Team. For more information,
go online to www highlandlakescamp.org and
look under “Mission Opportunities.”

Upcoming Special Events

Friday, April 18—Zephyr's Game and Jake
Smith in Concert. Christian Fellowship Night,
April 18, at Zephyr stadium will be great family
fun! After we cheer the Zephyrs on to victory,
we will sing and celebrate with Christian music
artist, Jake Smith. There will also be a fireworks
show. Tickets are $7 and may be purchased in
the Dean of Students Office.

Saturday, April
19—FunFest "08.
Fun Fest is one
of the most
anticipated
campus
life events
of the year.

The fun

starts outside
the Rec Center
at 8:30 am. with
al-mile FunRun for the kids (up to age 17). A
5K Walk/Run will follow at 9 a.m. with prizes
awarded to the top finishers and age group
winners.

At 11 am., the fun moves to Sunshine Park for
carnival games, inflatables, sno-balls, a dunking
booth, popcorn, a cake walk, a hotdog cookout
and more! Drop by the Dean of Students office
for more information about the Funfest and to
pick up your race registration form.

nobts
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NOBTS doctoral student Jason Sampler, center, looks on as New Testament
scholars Daniel Wallace and Bart Ehrman dialogue at the Greer-Heard Forum.

GREER-HEARD, from page 1

Much of Ehrman’s presentation focused
on the copying of copies and the absences of
the original documents.

“These thousands of copies that we
have all differ from one another in lots or
little ways and sometimes in big ways,”
Ehrman said. “There are places where we
do not know what the authors of the New
Testament originally wrote.”

“The problem of not having the originals
of the New Testament is a problem for
everyone, not just those who believe that the
Bible is inspired by God,” he added. “For all
of us, the Bible is the most important book in
the history of Western Civilization.”

Ehrman mentioned the citing of the biblical
text in public debates over homosexuality,
abortion, war and societal structure. These
issues make interpretation of the scriptures an
important issue. Determining what the New
Testament means is difficult if the original
words are lost, he said.

Textual Transmission
Ehrman explained how the New Testament
books were passed down through the years and
how he believes the variants entered the text.
Today when a book is written, produced
and distributed all the copies of that printing
will be the same regardless of where the book
is purchased. Not so in the ancient world.
Each page was painstakingly copied by hand.
Ehrman said that as people began making
copies mistakes were made. Later, he said,
copies of the copies carried on the mistakes.
“When you make a copy of the copy you
don’t know that the guy who copied it ahead
of you made mistakes. You assume that he
got it right,” Ehrman said. “When you copy
his copy, you reproduce his mistakes and you
introduce your own mistakes. And so it goes.”
Each time, Ehrman insisted, new mistakes
were made and old mistakes were repeated.
Even attempts to correct the copies can
introduce additional mistakes.

All of these issues
could be cleared up
if original copies of
the gospels existed,
Ehrman said. Neither
the originals nor the
first copies exist.

“We don’t have
copies of the copies of
the copies of the copies
of the copies,” Ehrman
said. “We have copies
that were made, in
fact, many years later.”

Ehrman said that
when these ancient
copies are compared,
no two are exactly alike. He conceded that
most of the variants are insignificant. Many,
he said, are impossible to reproduce in an
English translation.

“Most of the mistakes are accidental,
fairly easy to figure out what happened, not
a big problem,”
Ehrman said.
“There are some
changes that look
like they had to be
done on purpose.”

Ehrman cited
the story of the
woman caught in
adultery found in
John 7:53-8:11. The oldest and most reliable
manuscripts do not include the story, he
said. Ehrman argued the story was added
much later.

Another example comes from the story of
Jesus healing a leaper in Mark 1:41. Ehrman said
that the oldest and best manuscripts record
that Jesus was angry when he healed the man.
Later copies and current translations of the
Bible read that Jesus instead felt compassion.

“Is the text of the New Testament reliable?
The reality is there is no way to know,”
Ehrman concluded. “If we had the originals
we could tell you. If we had the first copies
we could tell you. If we had copies of the
copies we could tell you. There are places
where scholars continue to debate what the
original text said. And there are places where
we will probably never know.”

Wallace began his presentation by
agreeing that the examples Ehrman gave
raise valid concerns. But the existence
of variants is not Wallace’s area of
disagreement with Ehrman. According
to Wallace, the disagreement is over
interpretation of the text, how the variants
arose and the significance of the variants.

Sources of the Variants
“Bart puts a certain spin on the data,”
Wallace said. “Bart sees something in the

“We don't have copies of
the copies of the copies of

the copies of the copies,”
—-Bart Ehrman

text that is more pernicious, more sinister,
more conspiratorial, and therefore more
controlling than I do.”

According to Wallace, Ehrman’s statements
in his popular books and in public forums
seem much more skeptical than his statements
to colleagues in biblical studies.

Ehrman’s writings, he said, leave the
impression that the transmission of the New
Testament text resembles the “telephone
game.” In the telephone game, an initial
message is given to one child who whispers it
to another. Eventually the message is passed
around the room. Wallace insisted that the
point of the telephone game is to see just how
garbled the original message can get.

“The copying of the New Testament
manuscripts is hardly like this parlor game,”
Wallace said. “The message is passed on in
writing, not orally. Rather than having one
line of transmission, there are multiple lines
or streams of transmission.”

In the telephone game, once a person
has passed along
the message, that
person is out of the
game. That is not
the case in copying
manuscripts. Not
only did the scribe
want to preserve
the message,
Wallace believes that earlier copies of
the text may also have been consulted
during the copying of the manuscripts.

He also mentioned that certain “lines”
of manuscripts, such as the one from
Alexandria, Egypt, appear to have been
carefully prepared.

“Ultimately, I think the question we are
asking is, ‘Can we get back to the original?”
Wallace said in his concluding comments. “I
think we have a pretty good sense that we
can get back to it in all its essentials. I don’t
think that we can get back to it in all its
particulars. As far as the essential teachings
of the Christian faith are concerned, they
are not disturbed by these textual variants.

Wallace mentioned doctrine changes
because in Misquoting Jesus Ehrman “seems to
imply” the variants do affect doctrines.

“I've received dozens of emails from people
who've said T'm giving up being a Christian
because I've read this book,” Wallace said to
Ehrman. “Now if they had understood that
what you meant in there is that no essential
beliefs of Christians are affected by these
viable variants, then I suspect that they
would not have given up their faith.”

The event marked the fourth Greer-Heard
Forum at NOBTS. Past years have featured
dialogs on the Resurrection of Christ,
intelligent design and atheism.
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Church-Minister Relations

Ministry Opportunities

The following are a few of the ministry
positions received by the Church-
Minister Relations office. Churches are
listed according to the type of ministry
position needed and whether the position
is classified as part-time or full-time. All
positions within a 2-hour radius of New
Orleans are listed separately with the
approximate distance in parentheses. To
contact any of these churches, or to have
your resume sent to other unpublished
ministry opportunities, visit the CMR office
(second floor, Frost Building) or contact
them at 504-282-4455 or 1-800-662-8701,
ext. 3291, or cmrconsultant@nobts.edu.

New Orleans Area

Full-time

® New Zion Baptist Church, Kentwood,
La.; pastor (90)

® First Baptist Church, Livingston, La.;
music (74)

® East Moss Point Baptist Church, Moss
Point, Miss.; pastor (105)

® First Baptist Church, Zachary, La.;
children (98)

® New Zion Baptist Church, Covington,
La; pastor (43)

® Roseland Park Baptist Church, Picayune,
Miss.; music (47)

® The Lord’s Church, Kentwood, La.; music
and youth (90)

® Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond, La,;
youth (60)

@ Briarwood Baptist Church, Franklinton,
La.; youth/children (71)

® Superior Avenue Baptist Church,
Bogalusa, La.; youth (70)

® Eastlawn Baptist Church, Pascagoula,
Miss.; pastor (107)

® First Baptist Church, Breaux Bridge, La.;
pastor (127)

® Central Baptist Church, Brookhaven,
Miss.; music and outreach (135)

® Central Baptist Church, Brookhaven,
Miss.; youth (135)

® Woodlawn Baptist Church, Baton Rouge,
La.; youth (81)

Part-time

® Monroe Street Baptist Church, Bogalusa,
La.; music (70)

® Christ Baptist Church, Houma, La.; music
(59)

@ Faithview Baptist Church, Saucier, Miss.;
youth and/or music (85)

® Highland Baptist Church, Metairie, La.;
music (10)

® First Baptist Church, Irvington, Ala.;
music (127)

® Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond, La.;
youth (60)

@ North McComb Baptist Church, McComb,
Miss.; youth (113)

® Northside Baptist Church, Slidell, La.;
music and youth (28)

@ Rolling Hills Baptist Church, Carriere, Miss.;
pastor (55)

@ Pine Lake Baptist Church, Vancleave, Miss.;
youth (101)

® Superior Avenue Baptist Church, Bogalusa,
La.; youth (70)

@ Poydras Baptist Church, St. Bernard, La.;
youth (17)

@ Shady Grove Baptist Church, Bogue Chitto,
Miss.; music (124)

® Enon Baptist Church, Franklinton, La.; music
and youth (71)

® Fellowship Church, Prairieville, La.;
children (66)

® First Baptist Church, Folsom, La.; music (54)
® First Baptist Church, Chalmette, La.;
children (9)

® Promise Land Fellowship, New Orleans,
La.; youth (8)

® Promise Land Fellowship, New Orleans,
La.; music (8)

® New Haven Baptist Church, Tickfaw, La,;
students and music (65)

® Clifton Baptist Church, Franklinton, La;
youth (71)

Pastor

Full-time

® Memorial Baptist Church, Richton, Miss.
@ Little Hope Baptist Church, Clarksville,
Tenn.

® Central Baptist Church, Port Neches, Texas
® St. Rest Baptist Church, Arcadia, La.

® Lacamas Heights Baptist Church, Vancouver,
Wash.

® First Baptist Church, Fort Pierce, Fla.

@ Rosemont Baptist Church, Lexington, Ky.

Music
Full-time
@ Bethel Baptist Church, Norman, Okla.

® Westminster Baptist Church, Westminster,
S.C.

® Cherokee Avenue Baptist Church,
Gaffney. S.C.

Youth

Full-time

® First Baptist Church, Hampton, Ark.

@ Brainerd Hills Baptist Church, Chattanooga,
Tenn.

® Golden Springs Baptist Church, Anniston,
Ala.

® First Baptist Church, Andalusia, Ala.

® New Prospect Baptist Church, Anderson,
S.C.

Children/Preschool

® First Baptist Church, Corinth, Texas

Combination

Full-time

@ First Baptist Church, Garfield, Ark.;
Education and Music

o Wildwood Baptist Church, Clinton, Miss.;
Worship and Education

® First Baptist Church, Booneville, Ark.;
Youth and Education

® Woodlawn Baptist Church, Garden City,
Ga.; Youth and Young Adults

® Bethesda Baptist Church, Clayton, N.C.;
Music and Education

® Pearson Baptist Church, Pearl, Miss.;
Associate Pastor/Worship and Education

Other

Full-time

® First Baptist Church of Acree, Sylvester,
Ga.; Family

® Grace Baptist Church, Taipei, Taiwan;
Associate Pastor of English Congregation

@ North Metro Baptist Church, Lawrenceville,
Ga.; Middle School

@ Coastal Jail Ministries of Georgia, Savannah,
Ga,; Jail Chaplain
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