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This Week in Chapel
Senior Week

TUESDAY, APRIL 22
Rhyne Putman

NOBTS Student

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23
Gregory Breazeale

NOBTS Student

THURSDAY, APRIL 24
John Thomas

NOBTS Student

Next Week in Chapel
“Jesus and All that Jazz”

TUESDAY, APRIL 29
D.J. Horton

Senior Pastor, Anderson Mill Road Baptist Church
Moore, S.C.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30
Dr. Tony Merida

Dean of the Chapel

THURSDAY, MAY 1
Dr. David Platt

Senior Pastor, The Church at Brook Hills
Birmingham, Ala.

By Paul F. South

Are humans hardwired for religious faith?
Atheists from Karl Marx to Sigmund Freud 

to Richard Dawkins claimed that religious 
faith is a man-made opiate of the masses, a 
cultural virus which plagues the human mind.

Christian scholar and theologian Paul 
Copan adopts a different view which takes to 
task those who question the existence of the 
human soul and even the very existence of 
God. While biology and psychology may play 
a role in religious faith, it does not prove the 

non-existence of God, nor does it diminish 
the existence or role of the human soul.

“God has placed eternity in our hearts 
(Ecclesiastes 3:11) so it makes sense that 
we would be hardwired with God-ward 
inclinations,” Copan said. “That natural 
processes contribute to religious belief 
doesn’t disprove the existence of God.”

Copan made the remarks in a recent 
lecture at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, part of a series of lectures 

Copan defends the existence of God, the soul
Hardwired for faith

- please see COPAN, page 2

By Michael McCormack

What is the Emerging Church?
Ed Stetzer, renowned church 

planter and director of LifeWay 
Research, spoke at New Orleans 
Baptist Theological during the Baptist 
College Partnership meeting April 4 
held in conjunction with the Greer-
Heard Point-Counterpoint Forum. He 
sought to answer that crucial question.

Stetzer admitted that the Emerging 
Church, much like Postmodernism, 
is too diverse for easy definition. 
Participants in the Emerging Church 
movement are scattered all along a 
lengthy continuum.

He argued, then, that the best way to 
answer the question “What is the Emerging 
Church?” is to approach the movement from 
a missiological perspective. Participants in 
the Emerging Church critique Christianity 

today as being largely consumer-driven. The 
movement, Stetzer said, essentially seeks 
to express Christianity in a way relevant to 
those outside the church. 

LifeWay Research’s Ed Stetzer describes 
Emerging Church at NOBTS Baptist Center

Church planting expert Ed Stetzer speaks to a large crowd 
April 4 at the Leavell Center on the Emerging Church.

- please see STETZER, page 3

>>get the word out>>
	 If you’ve got an upcoming event or 
some news to announcement, post it 
in the Gatekeeper. Send an email to 
publications@nobts.edu by 5 p.m. each 
Tuesday in order to advertise in the next 
week’s issue.
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associated with the seminary’s annual Greer-
Heard Point-Counterpoint Forum. Copan 
holds the Pleger Family Chair in Philosophy 
and Ethics at Palm Beach Atlantic University.

Backers of research in what’s called the 
Cognitive Science of Religion (CSR) seek to 
transform religious belief into a psychological 
or biological process, Copan said. But 
Christians can turn Dawkins’ argument that 
religion is a virus, “on its head.

“If God has designed us in such a way that 
these sorts of processes enable us to come to 
know God personally, we’re actually at our 
cognitive best when our faculties direct us 
to a true belief in God,” Copan said.

He added: “Despite religious superstition 
and extremism, natural processes partly 
contributing to the formation of religious 
belief are not at odds with God’s existence. 
Indeed such processes may indicate that our 
minds are properly functioning according to 
the way they’ve been designed.”

The existence of God is a better explanation 

COPAN, continued from page 1 for the creation of the universe than the atheist 
view that the universe came to existence 
without cause from nothing.

“The better unifying explanation is a 
supremely valuable, supremely aware, 
reasoning, truthful, powerful, intelligent, 
beautiful being,” he said.

Copan also took issue with those who 
deny the existence of the human soul. 
Christians have long believed that humans 
are comprised of the body and the soul, in 
which human identity continues even after 
the physical body dies. CSR, however, links 
personhood to the physical. Acceptance 
of the CSR view packs dangerous 
consequences, Copan said.

“Besides the existence of God, the 
existence of the soul is also at stake. The 
suggestion that our choices, behavior, 
reasoning and beliefs are physically 
determined is hard to escape,” Copan said. 
“The clear result (of rejecting the soul’s 
existence) is undermining of robust freedom 
of the will, moral responsibility and the 
human ability to reason and seek truth.”

Copan argues the atheist teaching that 
theology is “a useful fiction, or worse, a harmful 
delusion” falls short of explaining why the 
religious impulse is so deeply imbedded.

“The reasons humans persist in looking 
beyond the finite realm in search of the 
source of coherence, order, morality, 
meaning and guidance for life is because 
this realm doesn’t contain it,” Copan said. 
“Humans, though embodied, are moral, 
spiritual beings with the capacity for self-
transcendence upon our world and our 
condition. That in turn enables us to search 
for a world-transcending God.”

Copan was the featured speaker at 
the annual meeting of the Evangelical 
Philosophical Society at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. The EPS gathering 
on campus coincided with the seminary’s 
annual Greer-Heard Point-Counterpoint 
Forum, April 4-5, which featured theologians 
Bart Ehrman of the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and Daniel Wallace 
of Dallas Theological Seminary in a dialogue 
on the reliability of the New Testament. gk

Undergraduate Courses

Graduate Courses
• Philosophical Foundations
• Strategic Church Planting for Multiplication
• NOBTS, the SBC and the Cooperative Program
• Disciple Making through Small Group Ministry
• Introduction to Christian Ethics
• Great Revivals and Awakenings
• New Orleans Missions: Disaster Relief Training 
   and Experience
• Basic Orchestration (Undergraduate course 
   required for Church Music graduate students.
• OT English Exegesis: Jeremiah/Lamentations
• Preaching from the Epistles
• Jesus and Islam
• Relationship Skills for Women (May 26-28)
• A Survey of Feminist Theology (May 28-30)

• NT Interpretation: Parables of Jesus (Biblical 
   studies or church ministry minor)
• Educational Psychology (Psychology and 
   counseling or church ministry minor)
• Analytical Techniques
• Expository Preaching (Church ministry minor)
• Relationship Skills for Women (May 26-28)
• A Survey of Feminist Theology (May 28-30)

The Deadline to register is April 25!
For information on undergraduate classes, call 

Leavell College at 504.282.4455, ext. 3323. Register 
online at www.nobts.edu/LeavellCollege/Workshops.
html. For information on graduate classes, call the 
504.282.4455, ext. 3304. Register online at www.nobts.
edu/Academics/Graduate Workshops.html. 
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“The Emergent/Emerging Church stands 
as something of a collective voice in an 
attempt to call attention to the ways in which 
contemporary expressions of Christianity 
have been domesticated,” Stetzer said.

That collective voice finds its origin in a 
1997 event sponsored by the Dallas-based 
Leadership Network.  

In 1997, Leadership Network hosted a 
gathering near Colorado Springs aimed at 
raising up new leaders who would reach 
young Americans with the gospel.

“The name chosen for [the] gathering of 
about a dozen young leaders … was ‘Gen-
X 1.0,’” Stetzer explained. “Leadership 
Network offered a tag line for their logo. 
It said, ‘Advance Scouts for the Emerging 
Church.’ At this point, the term was really 
descriptive of the project to locate and 
encourage future church leaders.”

“That gerund would eventually become a 
noun, and a movement would be born,” he said.

Over the years, the movement has both 
organized and diversified. Because Emerging 
Christianity stresses contextualization, the 
“look” of emerging churches varies from 
place to place. In time, though, groups within 
the movement have sought to update both 

STETZER, continued from page 1

ecclesiology and theology. 
Here, groups like Emergent 
Village enter the scene.

Faith and Praxis
At the heart of the 

Emerging Church movement 
is a desire for more effective 
contextualization of the 
gospel and more vigorous 
praxis. In general, Emerging 
Church values deal with 
putting the Christian faith 
to action.

“For those in the emergent 
church, practice is considered 
a first order spiritual matter 
while doctrine is a second 

order spiritual issue,” Stetzer said. “The values 
of the emerging church illustrate a contending 
emphasis upon practice they believe is missing 
in more conservative forms of the faith.”

Christian leaders both inside and outside 
of the movement have phrased the Emerging 
Church’s practice-centered values differently.

Stetzer identified four main values held by 
Emergent Village – a commitment to the way 
of Jesus, commitment to the church in all its 
forms, commitment to God’s world by living 
missionally and commitment to one another.

Theologian Scot McKnight put his values of 
the Emerging Church in terms of “five streams 
flowing to Lake Emergent.” Those five streams 
are prophetic or provocative, postmodern, 
praxis-oriented, post-evangelical and political. 

Eddie Gibbs and Ryan Bolger, professors at 
Fuller Seminary, identified nine characteristic 
practices of emerging churches in their 2005 
book, Emerging Churches. Each characteristic 
carries with it an action verb: identify with the 
life of Jesus, transform the secular realm, live 
highly communal lives, welcome the stranger, 
serve with generosity, participate as producers, 
create as creative beings, lead as a body and take 
part in spiritual activities.

Stetzer’s own categories, expressed in a 
January 2006 article titled “Understanding 
the Emerging Church,” address both the 

practice and the theology of the movement. 
He first identifies “relevants” within the 
Emerging Church movement. Relevants, 
he says, attempt to contextualize worship 
and message while remaining theologically 
conservative and biblically based. 

Reconstructionists, then, are largely 
concerned with church structures and may lean 
toward a house church model for church life.

Revisionists within the Emerging Church 
movement reject the historic form of the 
church and the gospel and, according 
to Stetzer, bear some similarities with 
mainline Protestants. Topics of revision 
include biblical stances on gender roles, 
homosexuality and the authority of scripture.

This has led more conservative evangelicals 
to affirm the contextualization emphases of 
the Emerging Church while rejecting some 
of the more liberal theological leanings of 
groups like Emergent Village.

 “I should say that evangelical circles have 
very quickly developed a shorthand,” Stetzer 
said. “That shorthand goes something like 
this: ‘I’m emerging, but I’m not emergent.

“I believe it’s largely because many 
evangelicals who want to embrace some 
of the Emerging Church don’t want to 
embrace some of what they hear coming 
from Emergent [Village].”

NOBTS professors Jack Allen and Page 
Brooks and Matt Penson, president of Freewill 
Baptist Bible College in Nashville, Tenn., 
then responsed to Stetzer’s paper. Overall, 
they agreed with Stetzer’s assessment of the 
movement while also voicing their concern for 
continued commitment to a robust theology 
and holy living within the Emerging Church.

Stetzer’s presentation will be included in 
the upcoming issue of the NOBTS Baptist 
Center for Theology and Ministry’s Journal 
for Baptist Theology and Ministry. For more 
information, go online to www.baptistcenter.
com. Stetzer’s presentation also coincided 
with the annual Greer-Heard Forum. To 
read all the articles covering the Forum, go 
online to http://www.nobts.edu/Publications/
Greer0Heard08.html.

LifeWay Research’s Ed Stetzer takes time April 4 to answer some 
specific questions from students.

gk

IMB Candidate 
Consultant On-Campus

	 Considering a career with the IMB or a 
short-term assignment?
	 Please join NOBTS in welcoming Bob Dilks, 
candidate consultant for the IMB, to campus 
April 28–29. Dilks will conduct candidate 
interviews from 2:30 to 4 p.m. Monday, April 
28, and from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Tuesday, April 
29. Students may set up a time to interview 
with Dilks by emailing Mindy McCord at 
mmccord@imb.org or by calling 1.800.765.0011.

	 US/C2 is a mission pathway designed to 
give recent college or seminary graduates a 
meaningful 2-year missions 
experience in the United 
States or Canada. 
Candidates serve in areas 
such as church planting, 
church and community 
ministry, and resort ministries.
	 Candidates are recent college or seminary 
graduates from accredited schools (typically 
young adults with limited experience). 

US/C2 Missionary Opportunities
Commitments are made for two years of 
service. Membership in a Southern Baptist 
church for two years immediately preceding 

application is required.
	 Positions are funded 
jointly by NAMB, 
convention partners and 

associations.
Support package includes medical, dental 
and life insurance. For information or 
to apply, go to answerthecall.net or call 
1.800.462.8657, ext. 6179.
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Church-Minister Relations

Ministry Opportunities
The following are a few of the ministry 
positions received by the Church-
Minister Relations office. Churches are 
listed according to the type of ministry 
position needed and whether the position 
is classified as part-time or full-time. All 
positions within a 2-hour radius of New 
Orleans are listed separately with the 
approximate distance in parentheses. To 
contact any of these churches, or to have 
your resume sent to other unpublished 
ministry opportunities, visit the CMR office 
(second floor, Frost Building) or contact 
them at 504-282-4455 or 1-800-662-8701, 
ext. 3291, or cmrconsultant@nobts.edu.

New Orleans Area
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Zachary, La.; 
children (98)
• New Zion Baptist Church, Covington, 
La.; pastor (43)
• Roseland Park Baptist Church, Picayune, 
Miss.; music (47)
• The Lord’s Church, Kentwood, La.; music 
and youth (90)
• Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond, La.; 
youth (60)
• Briarwood Baptist Church, Franklinton, 
La.; youth/children (71)
• Superior Avenue Baptist Church, 
Bogalusa, La.; youth (70)
• Eastlawn Baptist Church, Pascagoula, 
Miss.; pastor (107)
• First Baptist Church, Breaux Bridge, La.; 
pastor (127)
• Central Baptist Church, Brookhaven, 
Miss.; music and outreach (135)
• Central Baptist Church, Brookhaven, 
Miss.; youth (135)
• Woodlawn Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, 
La.; youth (81)
• Greenwell Springs Baptist Church, 
Greenwell Springs, La.; worship (95)
• God’s Meeting Place Ministries, Inc.; Baton 
Rouge, La.; Inner-City Missions/Thrift Strore 
Manager (81)
Part-time
• Monroe Street Baptist Church, Bogalusa, 
La.; music (70)

• Christ Baptist Church, Houma, La.; music 
(59)
• Faithview Baptist Church, Saucier, Miss.; 
youth and/or music (85)
• First Baptist Church, Irvington, Ala.; music 
(127)
• Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond, La.; 
youth (60)
• North McComb Baptist Church, 
McComb, Miss.; youth (113)
• Northside Baptist Church, Slidell, La.; 
music and youth (28)
• Rolling Hills Baptist Church, Carriere, 
Miss.; pastor (55)
• Pine Lake Baptist Church, Vancleave, Miss.; 
youth (101)
• Superior Avenue Baptist Church, Bogalusa, 
La.; youth (70)
• Poydras Baptist Church, St. Bernard, La.; 
youth (17)
• Shady Grove Baptist Church, Bogue Chitto, 
Miss.; music (124)
• Enon Baptist Church, Franklinton, La.; music 
and youth (71)
• Fellowship Church, Prairieville, La.; 
children (66)
• First Baptist Church, Folsom, La.; music (54)
• First Baptist Church, Chalmette, La.; 
children (9)
• Promise Land Fellowship, New Orleans, 
La.; youth (8)
• Promise Land Fellowship, New Orleans, 
La.; music (8)
• New Haven Baptist Church, Tickfaw, La.; 
students and music (65)
• Clifton Baptist Church, Franklinton, La.; 
youth (71)
• Heritage Heights Baptist Church, Laurel, 
Miss.; youth and children (138)
• Fernwood Baptist Church, Fernwood, Miss.; 
pastor (108)
• Mount Nebo Baptist Church, Roseland, 
La.; youth (78)

Pastor
Full-time
• Little Hope Baptist Church, Clarksville, 
Tenn.
• Central Baptist Church, Port Neches, 
Texas
• St. Rest Baptist Church, Arcadia, La.
Lacamas Heights Baptist Church, Vancouver, 
Wash.
• First Baptist Church, Fort Pierce, Fla.
Rosemont Baptist Church, Lexington, Ky.
• Kingwood Assembly of Christ, Kingwood, 
Texas

Part-time
• Coastal Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla.
• Riddleville Baptist Church, Harrison, Ga.

Music
Full-time
• Bethel Baptist Church, Norman, Okla.
• Westminster Baptist Church, Westminster, 
S.C.
• Cherokee Avenue Baptist Church, Gaffney. 
S.C.

Youth
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Andalusia, Ala.
• New Prospect Baptist Church, Anderson, 
S.C.
• Trinity Heights Baptist Church, Shreveport, 
La.

Children/Preschool
• First Baptist Church, Corinth, Texas
• First Baptist Church, Conroe, Texas

Combination
Full-time
• Bethesda Baptist Church, Clayton, N.C.; 
Music and Education
• Pearson Baptist Church, Pearl, Miss.; 
Associate Pastor/Worship and Education
• Williamsburg Baptist Church, Collins, 
Miss.; Music and Youth

Other
Full-time
• Coastal Jail Ministries of Georgia, Savannah, 
Ga.; Jail Chaplain
• Mount Hermon Baptist Church, Danville, 
Va.; Education

Interns Sought
	
	 Promiseland Fellowship is seeking people 
who will serve as interns in many different 
capacities. If you would like to gain some 
experience as a worship leader, in singing, 
preaching and other areas please call the 
pastor, Lincoy Moliere, at 504.451.8487.




