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This Week in Chapel
TUESDAY, MAY 6

CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7
MISSIONS COMMISSIONING

SERVICE
Dr. Ted Traylor

Pastor, Olive Baptist Church
Pensacola, Fla.

THURSDAY, MAY 8
Dr. Fred Luter

Pastor, Franklin Ave. Baptist Church
New Orleans

Following the recent trustee meeting, 
The Gatekeeper (GK) staff spoke with 
NOBTS Provost Steve Lemke about the 
newly-approved 
fee schedule for 
next year. The 
conversation is 
presented below 
in a Question and 
Answer format.

GK: What are 
tuition costs for 
the 2008-2009 
school year?

Lemke: The 
trustees approved 
moderate 
increases. On 
campus we are 
doing a couple of 
new things. One is 
that there is going 
to be a different 
rate for the first 
nine hours ($145 
per credit hour*). 
The hours will be 
discounted if you 
take more than 
nine hours ($135). 
[The discount 
applies only to Southern Baptist students 
on the main campus.]

Some students have dealt with past 
increases in tuition by taking fewer credit 
hours per semester. What this will do is 
make it more affordable to take more hours. 
It is providing a discount of our students 
who are truly full-time students – those 
taking 12-15 hours per semester.

The second difference is that we have 
merged the “Other Baptists” 

and “Non-Baptist” categories. They are still 
paying significantly more than the Southern 
Baptist students, but it is not doubled like it 

used to be.
GK: What are 

the key factors 
in determining 
tuition fees and 
why is it going 
up?

Lemke: The 
Southern Baptist 
Convention, 
through the 
Cooperative 
Program, funds 
different types of 
students in three 
different ways.

1.	 On-
campus, master’s-
level SBC 
students receive 
full Cooperative 
Program funding 
(the SBC funds 
these students 
at the highest 
rate. However, 
this funding does 
not cover all the 

seminary’s training costs.).
2.	Undergraduate, extension center, 

ProDoc and ReDoc SBC students receive 
partial Cooperative Program funding.

3.	Internet and non-SBC students receive 
no Cooperative Program funding.

The fees must be figured in light of 
the funding provided by the Cooperative 
Program. With that said, for every dollar 
of tuition we get from all the categories of 

- please see Q&A, page 3

Topic: 2008-2009 Tuition and Fees

NOBTS tuition rates
for 2008–2009

(All rates are listed per credit hour)

New Orleans Campus
• Undergraduate, SBC, first nine hours $150
• Undergraduate, SBC, additional hours $140
• Undergraduate, Non-SBC $200
• Master’s, SBC, first nine hours $145
• Master’s, SBC, additional hours $135
• Master’s, Non-SBC, $195

Off Campus (Hubs or Extensions)
• Undergraduate, SBC, $175
• Undergraduate, Non-SBC, $235
• Master’s, SBC, $170
• Master’s, Non-SBC, $230

Saturday Program
• SBC, $185
• Non-SBC, $245

Internet
• All students, $250

Graduation Week, May 12–17
• Monday–Thursday, May 12–15,
    7:30 a.m.–11 p.m.
• Friday, May 16, 7:30 a.m.–5 p.m.
• Saturday, May 17, Closed for Graduation
• Sunday, May 18, Closed

Summer schedule,
Starting May 19

• Monday–Thursday, 7:45 a.m.–9 p.m.
• Friday, 7:45 a.m.–5 p.m.
• Saturday, Closed
• Sunday, Closed

Library Schedule

Chapel Sermon
Sets Available

	 Dr. Tony Merida’s fall and spring sermon 
series are available from the Chapel office. 
Dr. Merida’s fall series from Philippians, 
Standing Firm, is $20. The spring series on 
Personal Holiness is also $20. To order a 
set of these CDs, contact the Dean of the 
Chapel office at ext. 8121 or by email at 
chapelsec@nobts.edu.
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Ranch Seeks 
Houseparents, Counselors
	 The Steppin’ Stone Ranch, a ministry 
that reaches out to at-risk teenage girls is 
seeking to fill two houseparent/counselor 
positions. These girls are ages 13–17 and are 
in need of some compassion and the love of 
Christ. The ministry is looking for single, 
female seminary graduates. This is a paid, 
fulltime position with benefits; it is not a 
volunteer position. If you are interested, 
contact Cindy Churchill at 8421 Pritcher 
Road Lithia, FL 33547 or 813.650.8700.

Get the Word Out, via 
the Gatekeeper

	 If there 
is an event 
or some 
news 
to announce, post it in the 
Gatekeeper. To have an announcement 
included in the Gatekeeper, send information 
to publications@nobts.edu with “Gatekeeper” 
in the subject line by 5 p.m. each Tuesday. The 
information will appear the following Monday.

Attention: Childhood 
Education Students

	 The Childhood Education offices in the 
graduate and undergraduate programs are 
compiling an email list of all students who are 
currently pursuing a degree with an emphasis 
in Childhood Education. This list will be 
used to communicate up coming events in 
Childhood Education and it will also be a way 
to share resources. If you would like to be 
added to this list please contact Carrie Coley 
at coley_carrie@yahoo.com.

Join the Campus
Police Squad

	 Campus Police is now accepting 
applications for an upcoming Dispatcher 
opening. Anyone interested in contributing 
to on-campus security can come by the 
Campus Police office to apply.

Join Highland Lakes 
Summer Team

	 Highland Lakes Camp and Conference 
Center is looking for students to serve on the 
Summers Missions Team. A heart for youth 
is an essential quality. A weekly stipend and 
a scholorship are just some of the benefits. 
Check out the camp’s website at http://
www.highlandlakescamp.org/233181.ihtml to 
find out more about Summer Mission Team. 
	 Why Serve Here? Summer Missionaries 
will work behind the scenes, serving others 
and sharing the love of Christ in many 
exciting ways. They will share the gospel 
message with students and adults who 
attend Highland Lakes Camp and serve on 
a worship team that leads weekly church 
services throughout Central Texas.
	 Serve as a role model and mentor to high 
school volunteers this summer.
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
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


Presented by New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 



Student Week at Glorieta
	 At this year’s Student Week be challenged 
by speakers, captivated through the creative 
times of worship and inspired by testimonies 
from fellow students. Date: Aug. 1–9. Where: 
Glorieta Conference Center. Cost: $350/
person, $100 deposit due by May 30.
	 For more information contact 
NOBTS BCM Director Beth Masters at 
dottimasters@aol.com or call 504.289.7074, 
or see her weekly at Living Room 
– Thursday Nights at Carey Hall Parlor.
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students, we get two dollars from the SBC. 
What students pay is a relatively small 
percent of the actual tuition costs.

We held tuition stable at the $135 per 
hour rate as we moved past the Katrina 
event knowing that students were just 
struggling to make ends meet. Most of 
the other SBC seminaries have gotten 
considerable beyond us in cost per credit 
hour. There is an agreement among the 
six seminaries that we try to stay within a 
fairly narrow range for tuition. We are way 
behind several others. (One sister seminary 
will be charging $173 per credit hour 
next year for main campus SBC master’s 
students. One charged $165 per credit hour 
and another charged $173 during the current 
school year. Outside the SBC, costs go up 
considerable. Dallas Theological Seminary 
charges range from $360-$460 per credit 
hour based on the number of hours taken. 
Reformed Theological Seminary charges 
$345 per credit hour.) 

Even with all these distinctions of how 
the Cooperative Program funds different 
types of students, SBC seminaries are able 
to hold down student costs much more 
than the typical accredited theological 
seminary. All of the SBC seminary leaders 
are concerned about the increasing burden 
of tuition that students have to pay.

GK: What are the internet course fees 
for next year and why are Internet courses 
typically so much more expensive than 
traditional courses?

Lemke: The tuition is moving from $215 
per credit hour to $250 per credit hour 
(New Orleans Seminary’s per hour tuition 
for Internet course remains relatively low 

compared to what other seminary are 
charging.). Internet courses are higher 
because there is no Cooperative Program 
support for online courses and higher costs 
are involved in developing Internet courses. 
The class size for an Internet course is much 
smaller than a traditional course.

GK: Why are extension center courses 
more than main campus courses?

Lemke: Again, these students only receive 
partial funding from the SBC. There are also 
additional costs – the library, faculty, travel 
costs – that we don’t have on campus.

GK: Why does tuition increase for fifth-
year students in the Ph.D. program?

Lemke: The SBC only pays for the first 
four years of training in the Ph.D. program.

GK: Will there be increases in rent for 
next year?

Lemke: Yes, the increases average about 
3 percent. (Lemke noted that even with 
the increase, the student rent payments 
alone do not pay for the notes on the newer 
buildings).

We want to keep rent affordable so that 
our students and staff can have convenient 
on-campus housing.

GK: Why are on-campus students 
discouraged from taking Internet courses? 
This seems to be a growing post-Katrina 
issue. 

Lemke: First of all, on-campus students 
have greater access to the courses they need. 
These courses are routinely offered, many 
of them multiple times. It is not normally 
an issue of students being able to get the 
courses. Secondly, the seminary receives 
no SBC funding at all for Internet courses, 
whereas the SBC provides full funding for 
master’s-level on-campus students. In order 
to keep the regular tuition affordable for 

Q&A, continued from page 1 everyone we have to limit who takes the 
Internet courses.

We also think one of the great advantages 
of being on campus is the personal 
interaction with our world-class faculty. 
The internet courses are designed to provide 
theological education to those who don’t 
have ready access to it through the main 
campus or an extension. They are not 
designed to be taken instead of a traditional 
course that is readily available.

GK: Dr. Lemke said that when many of the 
current faculty members went to seminary, 
the total cost per semester was around $175. 
Now the per-hour cost is creeping closer to 
that number. While the Cooperative Program 
giving has increased in dollar amount, this 
giving has not kept pace with inflation over the 
years. These facts provide ample motivation 
for the next generation of church leaders to 
promote and support increased giving to the 
Cooperative Program, Lemke said.

GK: The Gatekeeper spoke briefly with 
Dr. Chuck Kelley about seminary costs as 
well. He noted that the seminary family 
should be aware of the ways NOBTS 
worked to keep costs down for students. 
The national average cost per student at 
all seminaries in North American is more 
than $30,000 per student. The average 
cost per student at an SBC seminary is 
approximately $13,000 per student. The 
average cost per full-time student at NOBTS 
is approximately $9,000.

“Our seminary is committed to do all 
that we can do to keep cost reasonable for 
every God called man or woman wanting 
to serve the Lord in vocational or volunteer 
ministry,” Kelley said.

* Represents rates for Southern Baptist 
master’s level students.

	 German classes are offered by the 
Providence Learning Center for the purpose 
of preparing students to meet the language 
requirements for entry to NOBTS research 
doctoral programs.
	 Students must pass the German 
proficiency exam given at the end of part 
two of the class to meet the requirements 
of the NOBTS Research Doctoral Programs 
office.
	 For more information on NOBTS doctoral 
admission requirements, please contact the 
Research Doctoral Programs office at PhD@
nobts.edu or 504.282.4455, ext. 8010.
	 Please note: These classes are not for 
academic credit. This is not a New Orleans 
Baptist Seminary for-credit course. The 
student will not receive academic credit on 

a transcript and there is no credit earned in 
this class that can be transferred to any other 
institution.
	 Students who 
successfully complete 
the class will receive a 
Certificate of Completion 
from the Providence 
Learning Center.

Taking German 
Classes
	 If you would like to 
take the German class, 
please plan to attend the 
first class session on June 
2 at 9 a.m.
	 At this meeting, you will complete 

a registration form for the class. After 
completing the first week of class, your 

student account will be 
charged $500 for the first 
half of the class. 
	 Likewise, after the 
first week of Part Two of 
the class, your student 
account will be charged 
$500 for the second half 
of the class.
	 For more information, 
please contact the 
Providence Learning 
Center at plc@nobts.
edu or call 504.282.4455, 

extension 8060, or go online to www.
providencelearningcenter.com.

Summer German Classes at NOBTS

Dates & Times
• Part One:  June 2–20

• Part Two:  June 30–July 18

• Classes meet Monday–
    Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

• Location: HSC 207

• Cost is $500 per part ($1,000 
    total for both parts)
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Church-Minister Relations

Ministry Opportunities
The following are a few of the ministry 
positions received by the Church-
Minister Relations office. Churches are 
listed according to the type of ministry 
position needed and whether the position 
is classified as part-time or full-time. All 
positions within a 2-hour radius of New 
Orleans are listed separately with the 
approximate distance in parentheses. To 
contact any of these churches, or to have 
your resume sent to other unpublished 
ministry opportunities, visit the CMR office 
(second floor, Frost Building) or contact 
them at 504-282-4455 or 1-800-662-8701, 
ext. 3291, or cmrconsultant@nobts.edu.

New Orleans Area
Full-time
• The Lord’s Church, Kentwood, La.; music 
and youth (90)
• Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond, La.; 
youth (60)
• Briarwood Baptist Church, Franklinton, 
La.; youth/children (71)
• Superior Avenue Baptist Church, 
Bogalusa, La.; youth (70)
• Eastlawn Baptist Church, Pascagoula, 
Miss.; pastor (107)
• First Baptist Church, Breaux Bridge, La.; 
pastor (127)
• Central Baptist Church, Brookhaven, 
Miss.; music and outreach (135)
• Central Baptist Church, Brookhaven, 
Miss.; youth (135)
• Woodlawn Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, 
La.; youth (81)
• Greenwell Springs Baptist Church, 
Greenwell Springs, La.; worship (95)
• God’s Meeting Place Ministries, Inc.; Baton 
Rouge, La.; Inner-City Missions/Thrift Store 
Manager (81)
• Michael Memorial Baptist Church, Gulfport, 
Miss.; music (74)
• East Fork Baptist Church, Kentwood, La.; 
pastor (90)
Part-time
• Monroe Street Baptist Church, Bogalusa, 
La.; music (70)
• First Baptist Church, Irvington, Ala.; music 
(127)
• Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond, La.; 
youth (60)

• North McComb Baptist Church, McComb, 
Miss.; youth (113)
• Northside Baptist Church, Slidell, La.; music 
and youth (28)
• Rolling Hills Baptist Church, Carriere, Miss.; 
pastor (55)
• Pine Lake Baptist Church, Vancleave, Miss.; 
youth (101)
• Superior Avenue Baptist Church, Bogalusa, 
La.; youth (70)
• Poydras Baptist Church, St. Bernard, La.; 
youth (17)
• Shady Grove Baptist Church, Bogue Chitto, 
Miss.; music (124)
• Enon Baptist Church, Franklinton, La.; music 
and youth (71)
• Fellowship Church, Prairieville, La.; children 
(66)
• First Baptist Church, Folsom, La.; music (54)
• First Baptist Church, Chalmette, La.; 
children (9)
• Promise Land Fellowship, New Orleans, 
La.; youth (8)
• Promise Land Fellowship, New Orleans, 
La.; music (8)
• New Haven Baptist Church, Tickfaw, La.; 
students and music (65)
• Clifton Baptist Church, Franklinton, La.; 
youth (71)
• Heritage Heights Baptist Church, Laurel, 
Miss.; youth and children (138)
• Fernwood Baptist Church, Fernwood, 
Miss.; pastor (108)
• Mount Nebo Baptist Church, Roseland, 
La.; youth (78)
• Zachary Community Church, Zachary, 
La.; music (98)
• Des Allemands Baptist Church, Des 
Allemands, La.; children (36)
• Immanuel Baptist Church, Hammond, 
La.; youth and children (60)
• Northside Baptist Church, Slidell, La.; 
music (28)

Pastor
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Lawton, Okla.
• Silvercrest Baptist Church, Augusta, Ga.
• Hayneville Baptist Church, Hayneville, Ala.
• Duke Memorial Baptist Church, Spring 
Hope, N.C.
• Zion Baptist Church, Covington, Ga.
• Cruger Baptist Church, Cruger, Miss.
Part-time
• Foothills Baptist Church, Medford, Ore.

Music
Full-time
• EdgeWater Church, Rainbow City, Ala.

• College Road Baptist Church, Ocala, Fla.
• Falmouth Baptist Church, Falmouth,Va.
• Calvary Baptist Church, Lilburn, Ga.
• First Baptist Church, Vidor, Texas
• Hillcrest Baptist Church, Enterprise, Ala.
• Bellview Baptist Church, Midland, Texas

Youth
Full-time
• Calvary Baptist Church, Lilburn, Ga.
Part-time
• Dry Creek Baptist Church, Mendenhall, 
Miss.

Children/Preschool
• Cave Springs Baptist Church, Roanoke, Va.
• East Paris Baptist Church, Paris, Texas

Combination
Full-time
• Northern Heights Baptist Church, Norfolk, 
Neb.; Associate Pastor/Youth and Education
• East Paris Baptist Church, Paris, Texas; 
Youth and Recreation
• Red House Baptist Church, Richmond, 
Ky.; Students and Recreation
• Liberty Baptist Church, Flowood, Miss.; 
Youth and Education or Music and Education
• Hueytown Baptist Church, Hueytown, 
Ala.; Associate Pastor/Music and Education
• Life Church (SBC), Athens, Ga.; Worship 
and Youth
• Mount Calvary Baptist Church, Albertville, 
Ala.; Pastor to Families (Student/Associate 
Pastor)
• First Baptist Church, Jonesville, La.; 
Associate Pastor and Youth
• Spring Creek Baptist Church, Rome, Ga.; 
Music and Youth

Other
Full-time
• Arkansas Department of Corrections, 
Grady, Ark.; Chaplain




