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 By Gary D. Myers
   
With gasoline prices 

reaching record highs, New 
Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary has implemented 
three initiatives to ease the 
burden on students and make 
theological education more 
accessible.

The efforts include a new 
online commuter connection 
center to aid in establishing carpools, a 
one-year exemption of the online course 
restrictions for main campus students, and 
Wednesday schedule changes. The cost-
saving steps are designed to relieve some of 
the financial strain on commuter students 
throughout the NOBTS system.

“We want to be responsive to our 
commuter students, whether they are 
extension center students or students 
coming to the New Orleans campus,” 
said NOBTS Provost Steve Lemke. “[The 
increased fuel cost] is something we are 
all experiencing, but the burden falls 
much harder on our commuting students. 
We want students to know that we 
are doing all we can to mitigate the 
dramatic increase in costs that they are 
experiencing.”

A student with a 100 mile round-trip 
commute could spend several hundred 
dollars over the semester to travel to 
campus just one day a week, Lemke said. 
The financial burden rises with each 
additional trip. And it is not uncommon 
for commuter students to travel to campus 
two or three days per week. 

In response to rising prices at the 
pump, the seminary launched an online 

NOBTS launches three cost-saving 
initiatives for commuters students

commuter connection forum 
designed to help jumpstart 
carpooling groups to share 
increased commuting 
costs. Students may login 
on the seminary’s secure 
IQWeb system to access the 
commuter connection and 
find other commuters from 
their area. The user-friendly 
forum allows students 
throughout the NOBTS 

system to respond to carpooling requests 
and post new requests.  

Lemke noted that many NOBTS 
commuters already carpool, but he hopes 
the commuter connection will facilitate 
even more ridesharing. The carpools can 
be either for the seminary’s main campus 
or any of the seminary’s extension center 
campuses.

“It is a way to help our students be good 
stewards of their own resources and of the 
environment,” he said.

The second initiative is a one-year 
exception to the rule prohibiting New 
Orleans students from taking online 
classes. In the past, on-campus and New 
Orleans commuter students have been 
limited from taking online classes.

“First of all, on-campus students have 
greater access to the courses they need,” 
Lemke said. “These courses are routinely 
offered in each semester, many of them 
multiple times. It is not normally an issue 
of students being able to get the courses.”

“Secondly, the seminary receives no SBC 
funding at all for Internet courses, whereas the 
SBC provides maximum funding for master’s-
level on-campus students,” Lemke said.

- please see COMMUTE, page 2
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• Monday–Friday, 
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     Closed
• Sunday, Aug. 17, 
     Closed

Semester Schedule begins Aug. 18
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• Friday, 7:30 a.m.–7:30 p.m.
• Saturday, 10 a.m.–7 p.m.
• Sunday, Closed
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“In order to keep the regular tuition 
affordable for everyone, we had to limit who 
takes the Internet courses,” he said

In light of increased fuel costs, Lemke said 
seminary administrators decided to lift the 
restriction for one year. Lemke stressed the 
temporary nature of this move. “It is not our 
intention to continue the exception past one 
year,” Lemke said. “Our hope is that this will 
give students time to adjust their budgets and 
driving patterns for the increased travel costs.”

While the move was primarily intended to 
help students with long commutes, Internet 
courses will be open to any student this year, 
including on-campus students.  However, 
most students living on the main campus 
will not find it prudent to take these courses 
because (a) there are many other class options, 
(b) the Internet courses cost more, (c) spouse 
discounts and the new discount for taking 
more than nine hours of semester-length 
courses do not apply for the Internet courses, 
and (d) the normal requirements still apply 
for on-campus housing and financial aid (nine 
regular hours for graduate students and 12 
hours for undergraduate students). Internet 
classes and workshops do not count for full-
time status.

A third initiative concerns changes in the 
Wednesday schedule at the New Orleans 
campus which will also help commuter 
students. Beginning with the fall semester, 
NOBTS will not hold Wednesday chapel 
services on the main campus. Many commuter 
students were unable to attend Wednesday 
chapel because they opted for a Tuesday-
Thursday only class schedule. The move opens 
the 11 a.m. Wednesday class time for additional 
course offerings, making it easier for commuter 
students or other on-campus students to meet 
full-time course load requirements by taking 
classes just two days per week.

Under the new schedule a student may 
take nine hours of coursework before 12:30 
p.m. on Wednesdays and Fridays. This allows 
those serving as pastors and church staff 
members to return home by early afternoon to 
prepare for Wednesday services. Students may 
elect to earn more hours by participating in 
Wednesday-Friday afternoon classes.

“It’s a much more commuter-friendly 
schedule now on Wednesdays and Fridays,” 
Lemke said. “A lot of these classes will be 
Wednesday-only classes. Students could 
consider doing a Monday-Wednesday 
schedule as another option. They can easily 
take a full-time load that way.”

“Our hope is that all three of these moves 
will help our students overcome increased 
travel costs without slowing the theological 
education into which God has called them,” 
Lemke said.

COMMUTE, continued from page 1 Save the Date
	 In its continuous effort to promote 
cultural appreciation and understanding, 
the Fellowship of Black Seminarians invites 
all NOBTS students to the International 
Food Bazaar on Tuesday, Sept. 16, at 7 
p.m. in the Hardin Student Center Atrium. 
Please bring a dish and join the fun! For 
more information, please contact the Dean 
of Students office at extension 3283.

Partner with Trinity 
Christian Community

	 Trinity Christian Community (TCC) has 
ministered to New Orleans’ students and 
families for 40 years. Post-Katrina, Trinity 
Christian Community has been especially hard 
at work helping families recover.
	 To accomplish its wide range of ministry 
goals, TCC needs ministry partners. The 
organization is looking for AmeriCorps 
rebuilding team leaders to assist mission 
teams in restoring homes. TCC is also looking 
for AmeriCorps youth literacy leaders who 
will tutor and be role models for New Orleans 
elementary school students in after school and 
summer settings. TCC also provides short-
term, volunteer mission opportunities.
	 For more information about being a 
rebuilding team leader, contact Evelyn 
Turner at evelyn@tccno.org. Contact Laurie 
Countryman at laurie@tccno.org regarding 
youth literacy leader opportunities. Contact 
Sandy Brown at sandy@tccno.org for more 
information about TCC mission opportunities.
	 Go online to trinitychristiancommunity.
org for more detailed information.

Welcome Back from the 
NOBTS Clinic

	 Welcome to both new and returning 
NOBTS families! The NOBTS Clinic wishes 
you and your loved ones the best of health 
during the 2008-09 academic year.
	 Dr. Mari Wirfs, Family Nurse Practitioner, 
is the Clinic Medical Director and is also full-
time professor of nursing at William Carey 
University. Gary Collins, Clinic Manager 
and Medical Assistant, is a student in Leavell 
College.
	 Therefore, the NOBTS Clinic is open on a 
part-time basis with variable  hours to serve 
the primary health care needs of the seminary 
family. The clinic schedule is posted outside 
the clinic door.
	 Because of the clinic’s variable schedule, 
appointments are highly recommended and 
always preferred. For appointments, call 
504.816.8596.  
	 Patients with urgent or emergency 
needs should first call Campus Police at 
504.944.7711 and then dial 911; or you may 
proceed directly to a hospital emergency 
department without delay.

Upcoming Church 
Planting Workshop

	 Dr. Jack Allen will teach Principles of Church 
Planting and Church Revitalization during 
the Oct. 20–24 Workshop. The workshop 
counts toward Nehemiah Project appointment 
with the North American Mission Board and 
is critical to understanding how to revitalize 
a church. For more information, go online to 
www.jacksbuzz.com.
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CMR, continued from page 4

• Westwood Baptist Church, Westlake, La.
• Brownsville Baptist Church, Brownsville, 
Tenn.
• Northside Baptist Church, Tifton, Ga.
• Perdido Bay Baptist Church, Pensacola, Fla.
• Eastside Baptist Church, Cairo, Ga.
Part-time
• Central Baptist Church, Crestview, Fla.
• Forest Heights Baptist Church, 
Tallahassee, Fla.
• Mantee Baptist Church, Mantee, Miss.
• Warrington Baptist Church, Pensacola, Fla.

Youth
Full-time
• Glen Hope Baptist Church, Burlington, N.C.
• Grace Southern Baptist Church, Virden, Ill.
• HavenWoods Baptist Church, Semmes, Ala.
• Cross View Community Church, Rockmart, 
Ga.
• First Baptist Church, Grand Isle, La.
• Ellaville Baptist Church, Ellaville, Ga.
• First Baptist Church, Brownwood, Texas
• Emmanuel Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas
• Thorington Road Baptist Church, 
Montgomery, Ala.
• First Baptist Church, Bossier City, La.
• First Baptist Church, Soso, Miss.
• First Baptist Church, Opelousas, La.
• Westside Baptist Church, Waynesville, Mo.
• Woodward Avenue Baptist Church, Muscle 
Shoals, Ala.
Part-time
• First Baptist Church, Vincent, Ala.
• First Baptist Church, Helena, Ala.
• First Baptist Church, Broussard, La.
• East Prentiss Baptist Church, New Site, 
Miss.
• Ramah First Baptist Church, Palmetto, Ga.

Children and Preschool
• Koran Baptist Church, Haughton, La.
• Riverland Hills Baptist Church, Irmo, S.C.
• First Baptist Church, Bossier City, La.; 
female preschool minister
• Midway Baptist Church, Wichita, Kan.; 
assistant children’s minister/daycare director
• First Baptist Church, Lindale, Ga.
• First Baptist Church, Soso, Miss.
• First Baptist Church, Clarksville, Tenn.; 
female preschool minister
• Harrisburg Baptist Church, Tupelo, Miss.; 
female preschool minister
• Life Line Baptist Church, Little Rock, Ark.; 
children’s minister
• First Baptist Church, Broussard, La.
• First Baptist Church, Cumming, Ga.

Combination
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Des Arc, Ark.; Music 
and Education

• Monumental Baptist Church, Petersburg, 
Va.; Worship and Children
• First Baptist Church, Hemingway, S.C.; 
Music and Youth
• Carrollton Baptist Church, Carrollton, 
Ala.; Music and Youth
• Calvary Baptist Church, Alton, Ill.; 
Students and College
• Pine Grove Baptist Church, Centre, Ala.; 
Music and Education
• Emmanuel Baptist Church, Vinton, La.; 
Youth and Music
• Broadway Baptist Church, Sand Springs, 
Okla.; Worship and Senior Adults
• Parkway Baptist Church, College Station, 
Texas; Youth and Education
• First Baptist Church, Vidalia, La.; Youth 
and Recreation
• Rose Hill Baptist Church, Ashland, Ky.; 
Music and Education
• Haven Baptist Church, Madison, Ala.; 
Associate Pastor/ Children and Youth
• First Baptist Church, Boone, N.C.; 
Educational Evangelism/Children, Youth, 
and Families
• First Baptist Church, New Smyrna Beach, 
Fla.; Education and Administration
• First Baptist Church, Wedowee, Ala.; Youth 
and Education
• Calvary Baptist Church, Harlingen, Texas; 
Associate Pastor/Music and Youth
• Olive Springs Baptist Church, Marietta, 
Ga.; Students and Education
• Trinity Baptist Church, Thomaston, Ga.; 
Worship Minister/Associate Pastor
• Rowland Springs Baptist Church, 
Cartersville, Ga.; Music and Education
• First Baptist Church, Mountain View, 
Ark.; Associate Pastor to Youth/Singles
• Grace Baptist Church, Mount Holly, N.C.; 
Children and Youth
• First Baptist Church, Clarksville, Tenn.; 
Recreation and Senior Adults
• CrossPointe Church, Laurel, Miss.; Children 
and Families
• Warrington Baptist Church, Pensacola, 
Fla.; Youth and Worship

Other
Full-time
• Kona Baptist Church, Kailua Kona, 
Hawaii; Missions
• Government Street Baptist Church, Mobile, 
Ala.; Child Development Center Director
• Corporate Chaplains of America, Wake 
Forest, N.C.; Area Director (Chaplain)
• First Baptist Church, Easton, Md.; 
Executive Pastor
• Maynard Baptist Church, Forsyth, Ga.; 
Education
• First Baptist Church, Tuscaloosa, Ala.; 
Associate College Minister
• Bellaire Baptist Church, Bossier City, La.; 
Fitness Center Director

Ministry Seeks Assistant 
Coordinator

	 Parkview Baptist Church in Baton Rouge 
has a ministry to Multi-Housing Units. This 
ministry is looking for a part-time assistant 
coordinator. The person who takes this 
position has to be willing to work on Sundays 
offering Bible Studies in the housing units.
	 This is ideal for someone already living in 
Baton Rouge. For more information, contact 
Becky Clausen at bclausen@pbcbr.org.

Be a Navy Chaplain
	 Answer your calling in the Navy Chaplain 
Corps. Live, work and pray together with 
those who seek your counsel.
	 As a Navy Chaplain 
Candidate, you’ll 
sign on and 
be placed on 
reserve status. 
While attending 
seminary classes 
and Navy Chaplain 
School, you’ll 
participate in on-the-
job fleet training, with pay and benefits 
during summer training, until graduation.
	 Contact Lt. Deirdra Ponds by mail at 4400 
Dauphine St., Bldg 602-2C, New Orleans, LA  
70146; by phone at 504.678.0549; or by email 
at deirdra.ponds@navy.mil.

Celebration Church 
Outreach Ministries

	 Celebration Church Outreach Ministries 
is looking for a seminary student (single 
or married, but with no children or pets) 
to live at the church’s Ministry Center and 
help with facilities and mission groups.
	 Housing, meals and a small stipend 
are provided. For more information, call 
or email Toni Collins at 504.272.5228 or 
tonic@celebrationchurch.org.

Daily Lunch Resumes
	 Just a reminder: River City Café is again 
serving delicious hot lunches. Be sure to reunite 
with your lunch friends over a delicious hot 
plate lunch at River City Café.

Work at the Preschool
	 The NOBTS Preschool Education Center 
is accepting applications for employment 
for full-time and part-time workers. See 
Kim or Rhonda at the preschool or call 
504.816.8585 for more information.
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Church-Minister Relations

Ministry Opportunities
The following are a few of the ministry 
positions received by the Church-
Minister Relations office. Churches are 
listed according to the type of ministry 
position needed and whether the position 
is classified as part-time or full-time. All 
positions within a 2-hour radius of New 
Orleans are listed separately with the 
approximate distance in parentheses. To 
contact any of these churches, or to have 
your resume sent to other unpublished 
ministry opportunities, visit the CMR office 
(second floor, Frost Building) or contact 
them at 504-282-4455 or 1-800-662-8701, 
ext. 3291, or cmrconsultant@nobts.edu.

New Orleans Area
Full-time
• God’s Meeting Place Ministries, Inc.; Baton 
Rouge, La.; Inner-City Missions/Thrift Store 
Manager (81)
• Michael Memorial Baptist Church, Gulfport, 
Miss.; music (74)
• East Fork Baptist Church, Kentwood, La.; 
pastor (90)
• First Baptist Church, McHenry, Miss.; 
music (90)
• Jerusalem Baptist Church, Hammond, La.; 
pastor (60)
• First Baptist Church, Zachary, La.; 
worship (98)
• East Fork Baptist Church, Kentwood, La.; 
pastor (90)
• First Baptist Church, Morgan City, La.; 
pastor (87)
• Little Pass Baptist Church, Charenton, 
La.; youth (118)
• Emmanuel Baptist Church, Ocean Springs, 
Miss.; music (89)
• Judson Baptist Church, Walker, La.; music 
(85)
Part-time
• Enon Baptist Church, Franklinton, La.; 
music and/or youth (71)
• Mount Nebo Baptist Church, Roseland, 
La.; youth (78)
• Des Allemands Baptist Church, Des 
Allemands, La.; children (36)
• Northside Baptist Church, Slidell, La.; 
music (28)
• First Baptist Church, McHenry, Miss.; 
full-time/bivocational music (90)

• Emmaus Baptist Church, Tickfaw, La.; 
associate pastor/youth and children (65)
• Bridgewater Church, Madisonville, La.; 
music (40)
• Woodland Park Baptist Church, Hammond, 
La.; children (60)
• Tammany Hills Baptist Church, Covington, 
La.; pastor (43)
• Chesbrough Baptist Church, Kentwood, 
La.; pastor (90)
• Rolling Hills Baptist Church, McNeill, 
Miss.; pastor (61)
• Istrouma Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, 
La.; college (81)
• Mulberry Baptist Church, Houma, La.; 
youth (59)
• Lakeside Baptist Church, Metairie, La.; 
worship (10)
• Memorial Baptist Church, Bogalusa, La.; 
youth (70)
• First Baptist Church, Folsom, La.; music 
(54) Sundays only
• Kedron Baptist Church, Amite, La.; youth 
(75)
• Rio Vista Baptist Church, Jefferson, La.; 
music or music/youth (12)
• Northside Baptist Church, Slidell, La.; 
youth (28)
• Big Springs Baptist Church, Brookhaven, 
Miss.; pastor (135)
• Hope Church, Covington, La.; contemporary 
worship leader (90)
• Central Baptist Church, Brookhaven, 
Miss.; students and college (135)
• New Orleans Community Church, Metairie, 
La.; music (10)
• Highland Baptist Church, Metairie, La.; 
music (10)
• Diamondhead Baptist Church, 
Diamondhead, Miss.; (54)
• Bridgedale Baptist Church, Metairie, La.; 
youth and families (12)
• Bridgedale Baptist Church, Metairie, La.; 
children and families (12)

Pastor
Full-time
• Ballwin Baptist Church, Ballwin, Mo.
• Silver Springs Baptist Church, Osyka, Miss.
• Parkway Baptist Church, Auburn, Ala.
• Hazelwood Baptist Church, Waynesville, 
N.C.
• Upton Baptist Church, Upton, Ky.
• Jordan Memorial Baptist Church, 
Greenwood, S.C.
• First Baptist Church, Bellevue, Neb.
• First Baptist Church of Citrus Park, 
Tampa, Fla.
• First Baptist Church, Winter Springs, Fla.

• Immanuel Baptist Church, Galveston, Texas
• Baptistown Baptist Church, Baptistown, 
N.J.
• Milan Baptist Church, Milan, Ohio
• Trinity Baptist Church, Oakdale, La.
• Grandview Baptist Church, El Paso, Texas
• Northstar Church (SBC), Blacksburg, Va.
• Brookland Baptist Church, Brookland, Ark.
• Grandview Baptist Church/Iglesia Bautista 
Grandview, El Paso, Texas, English/Spanish 
Pastor
• Tharptown Baptist Church, Russellville, Ala.
• Mountain View Baptist Church, El Paso, 
Texas
• MorningStar Baptist Church, Centerville, 
Ohio
• Faith Bible Church, Kurten, Texas
• Calvary Baptist Church, Bel Air, Md.
• Gateway Baptist Church, Atoka, Tenn.
• First Baptist Church, Valdez, Alaska
• First Baptist Church, Montgomery, Texas
Part-time
• Union Baptist Church, Sylvania, Ga.
• First Baptist Church, Omaha, Ark.
• Calvary Baptist Church, Caribou, Maine
• Meadowdale Baptist Church, Lynnwood, 
Wash.
• Faith Baptist Church, Emporium, Pa.
• Expressway Baptist Church, Freeport, Pa.

Music
Full-time
• Salem Baptist Church, Collins, Miss.
• Northcliffe Baptist Church, Spring Hill, Fla.
• Wise Drive Baptist Church, Sumter, S.C.
• First Baptist Church, Madison, Fla.
• First Baptist Church, Tifton, Ga.
• Metro East Baptist Church, Wichita, Kan.
• First Baptist Church, Fayette, Ala.
• First Baptist Church, New Smyrna Beach, 
Fla.
• First Baptist Church, Easton, Md.
• Southside Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, Ark.
• Coulter Road Baptist Church, Amarillo, 
Texas
• First Baptist Church, Grayson, Ga.
• First Baptist Church, Sylvester, Ga. (music 
or music/education)

- please see CMR, page 3




