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Dr. Mark Tolbert
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Dr. Barrett Duke
Vice President for Public Policy,

Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of the SBC

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6
NOBTS Faculty, TBA

Take a
Look Inside

	 See page 3 for 
a testimony from the 
Evangelism Response Center 
and for important information 
about the upcoming NOBTS 
Craft Fair.

By Michael McCormack

Hurricane Ike made 
landfall in the early morning 
hours Sept. 13 at Galveston, 
Texas. Ike, whose tropical 
storm force winds extended 
some 550 miles from its 
center, was one of the largest 
Atlantic storms on record.

Ike scattered destruction 
across much of the Gulf of 
Mexico coast. And though 
Louisiana was spared a direct 
hit, the massive storm pushed 
a surge of water all across 
Coastal Louisiana, much of 
which was still drying out 
from Hurricane Gustav.

In Houma and the rest of lower 
Terrebonne Parish, Ike’s water combined 
with Gustav’s wind for a devastating one-
two punch. Houma’s Christ Baptist Church, 
led by Pastor Garland Reed, suffered 
extensive roof damage as a result of Ike. It’s 
one of 19 churches – out of a total of 33 in 
the area – left with extensive damage.

Houma’s Christ Baptist Church blesses 
others through Hurricane Ike recovery

Christ Baptist Church Pastor Garland Reed welcomes a group from 
New Orleans Seminary Sept. 27 in Houma to do recovery work.

Yet Reed is fast to point out that he and 
his church are concerned with more than 
just their own recovery. Blessed by others, 
the church is passing on that blessing by 
intentionally deploying Baptist volunteers 
to the surrounding community.

“We’ve been a distribution point for all 
the missions,” Reed said.

- please see HOUMA, page 2

	 Barrett Duke, vice president for public 
policy and research and director of the 
Research Institute of The Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commission (ERLC), 
will be at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary for two speaking events in early 
November.
	 Duke will speak in Leavell Chapel at 
11 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 4. and Nov. 5 Duke 

Barrett Duke, a leading ERLC public policy 
researcher, to speak at NOBTS Nov. 4-5

will be the guest lecturer at the Student 
Theological Fellowship lunch meeting. The 
STF meeting is scheduled for 11:30 a.m. in 
the Creole Room.
	 The ELRC serves as the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s agency for “applied 
Christianity.” The group studies and

- please see ETHICS, page 3
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“There’re some churches that don’t have 
a voice. Down in the Bayou Dularge and 
Dulac areas, I have pastor friends that are 
just devastated. And they’re appreciative of 
whatever we can give the church.”

Ike made landfall in Texas, but its the 
impact on Lower Terrebonne was devastating 
nonetheless. According to Terrebonne Parish 
officials, Ike flooded between 2,500 and 2,700 
homes in the area. By comparison, Hurricane 
Gustav, which was a near direct hit for the 
Houma area, flooded some 235 homes. For 
Lower Terrebonne residents, two storms in 
two weeks left behind many needs – both 
physical and emotional.

“The list is long and large and the help is 
needed now, not later,” Reed said. “There’re 
folks in need who really need help and the 
Lord, especially in the bayou region.”

And early on, help has been coming. Reed 
has identified two characteristics common 
to most recovery support: 1) Support has 
come largely from individuals and not 
organizations, and 2) most volunteers have 
a Katrina connection.

“As far as outreach, it’s been a tremendous 
response,” Reed said. “And it’s been from the 
individuals that are stepping up and saying, 
‘We’re going to help some folks out.’ It’s 
been people who, just a few years ago, went 
through what we’re going through right now.”

‘Rebuild mode again’
Some of those sympathetic volunteers 

have been from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. NOBTS Professor 
Walter Brown was part of a group deployed 
from Christ Baptist Church that spent a 
day in Pointe Aux Chenes, a small bayou 
community near Houma. Whether it was 
gutting out Live Oak Baptist Church or 
removing the contents of a house, every 

HOUMA, continued from page 1 member of the team had done similar 
work – or received a similar blessing from 
volunteers – after Katrina.

“It’s hard for me not to think about 
people who came and helped work on our 
house under similar circumstances,” Brown 
said. “I want to do it [volunteer in Houma], 
but at the same time too, I’d feel small and 
cheap if I didn’t do it after all that people 
have done for us.”

For Reed, the situation is much the same. 
He and his family were in the process of 
moving to New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary from Welsh, La., when Katrina 
and Rita hit in 2005. He lost his home in 
Rita. Reed then lived, worked and studied 
at NOBTS during the school’s major 
rebuilding time.

“It seems like, just a few years later, here 
we are back to rebuilding in my life,” Reed 
said. “My wife and I have lived in Louisiana 
for our entire lives. I lost my home in Rita. 
We basically experienced the entire rebuild 
of the seminary.

“Then we moved to Houma and we 
experienced the same thing. We’re in 
rebuild mode again.”

As an aside, Reed talked about a sound 
system he’d loaned to Edgewater Baptist 
Church, a New Orleans area church that only 
just recently moved back into its sanctuary.

While Reed and his family lived in New 
Orleans, they attended Edgewater Baptist 
Church. He loaned the church his personal 
sound system to use in worship services 
until the sanctuary renovations were 
finished. Reed said he never dreamed that, 
just when Edgewater was finished with the 
sound system, he would need it to use in his 
own church in Houma.

It’s all part of the been-there-before situation 
in which many people in Coastal Louisiana find 
themselves post-Gustav and Ike.

“They will remember this,” Reed said.

Ministry Post-Ike
The first time Reed preached at Christ 

Baptist Church there were only 13 people 
in worship. That was about two-and-a-
half years ago. Then, in July 2007 when the 
church voted to call Reed as their pastor, 
there were 35 to 40 in attendance. Reed said 
that, the Sunday before Gustav, there were 
about 160 people in the service.

Reed said it’s a testimony of the transforming 
power of the gospel.

“These are the toughest of the tough, the 
roughest of the rough, that are coming to 
know Jesus,” Reed said. “And once they 
come to know the Lord, they are not at all 
ashamed of sharing their faith. They are so 
grateful that something saved them from the 
lifestyle they were in. It’s been awesome.”

New members of Christ Baptist Church 
range from young adults to 70-year-olds – many 
of whom had never owned a Bible before.

“We had a three-and-a-half hour business 
meeting one time, and at the end of it, 
someone gave their life to Jesus,” Reed said 
with a smile. “It’s finally sunk in to me that 
all we’re called to do is to be obedient.”

Whether it’s providing recovery help, 
distributing food through Angel Food 
Ministries or just reaching newcomers in 
the community, Christ Baptist Church 
and other area churches are having a huge 
impact on the Lower Terrebonne region. 
For Reed, it’s a mission field.

“It’s as big of a mission field as anywhere 
in the world,” he said.

The recovery of Coastal Louisiana from 
Gustav and Ike will be months or years in 
the making. But Reed was clear that now 
is a crucial time for Christians to help the 
community get back on its feet.

For more information on volunteering 
through Christ Baptist Church, contact 
Garland Reed at pastor@christbaptisthouma.
com or 337.853.0834. gk

Student Theological 
Fellowship Weekly 
Symposia

	 Would you like 
a chance to discuss 
theology outside the 
classroom? Every 
Friday from noon 
to 1 p.m., the Student 
Theological Fellowship meets in front of Café 
New Orleans for a time of fellowship and 
tutorial.
	 Come and eat your Lunch with theologians 
and discuss theological issues that impact your 
lives and ministries. 

	 NOBTS will offer the annual Jacksonville 
Pastor’s Conference Workshop for academic 
credit. The workshop is for both graduate and 
undergraduate students.  Dr. Thomas Strong 
will again teach the course.
	 The annual conference provides a great 
opportunity for spiritual renewal and 
refreshment, as well as academic credit. 
Conference attendees have the opportunity to 
hear many effective pastors preach and teach. 
Small group settings provide for dialogue on 
ministry areas such as youth, outreach and 
deacons. The conference is Feb. 6–10, 2009, 
at First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla. The 
church will subsidize the fee for a limited 
number of students. Each approved student 

Register Now for Jacksonville Pastor’s Conference
will only be required to pay $50 for registration, 
which includes admission to the premium 
sessions, books, materials and a scheduled 
session with Dr. Mac Brunson, the pastor at 
FBC Jacksonville. In addition, free housing is 
provided for a limited number of students at an 
encampment owned by the church.
	 A snack lunch is provided by the church on 
most days, but the student will be responsible 
for all breakfast meals and supper meals.
	 For more information, contact Dr. Strong 
for an application. Space is limited so act 
now. Contact Strong at tstrong@nobts.edu 
or 282-4455 or 1-800-662-8701, ext. 8590.  
The deadline for applying to be a part of this 
conference is Nov. 27.
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Do you have a craft to sell?
	 Table registration has started for the 
annual NOBTS Craft Fair! Come by the Dean 
of Students Office for a registration form. The 
fee is $15, BUT show your NOBTS Student 
ID and receive a $5.00 discount off of the 
registration fee. Registration deadline is Oct. 
30. First come, first served on table choices.
	 The Craft Fair is for all students and their 
families and is sponsored by Student Wives 
Fellowship. The event is Thursday, Nov. 6, 
in the HSC Atrium from 6 to 8 p.m. Come 
enjoy a night of food and shopping! Chick-
Fil-A sandwiches will be sold (sandwich = 
$3, sandwich, chips and drink = $5).

Seeking Theology/
Biblical Studies Tutor

	 Brian Kelly of New Orleans is seeking a 
tutor in Theology and Biblical Studies. If you 
can help, contact Gary Myers in the NOBTS 
Office of Public Relations for more information: 
504.816.8003 or gmyers@nobts.edu.

addresses social and moral concerns on 
behalf of the SBC.
	 Duke, who has been with the agency 
since 1997, communicates Southern 
Baptist convictions to public officials 
through ELRC’s Washington D.C.-
based advocacy arm. He has worked 
with legislators, the White House, 
and various government agencies 
on many legislative and public 
policy issues, including abortion, 
euthanasia, gambling, global warming, 
homosexuality, judicial nominations, 
pornography, public education, 
religious liberty, sex trafficking, stem 
cell research, and substance abuse.
	 Duke earned a bachelor of arts 
degree from the Criswell College in 
Dallas, Texas, a master of arts degree 
from Denver Conservative Baptist 
Seminary in Denver, Colo. and a doctor 
of philosophy degree from the joint 
doctoral program of the Iliff School of 
Theology and the University of Denver.

ETHICS, continued from page 1

Election Day Traffic
	 For election day, Nov. 4, Campus Police 
Chief Douglas expects an extra amount of 
traffic on the NOBTS campus in the HSC 
parking lot and building. This is also a busy 
school day because of commuter traffic.
	 To accommodate this situation, students, 
faculty and staff are asked to maximize their 
designated parking areas and also, if possible, 
use on campus parking (particularly the 
parking area across from the Sellers Building 
and the cafeteria). The double gates in the HSC 
parking lot will be open for traffic to flow in 
and out. There will also be an area in the front 
of the HSC roped off for voter parking.
	 The seminary family’s cooperation and 
patience on this day will be most appreciated.

NOBTS Public Network 
Password to Change

	 The NOBTS Public Network provides 
wireless Internet to students, faculty, staff 
and visitors in several public areas around 
campus (HSC, Providence, Library, Frost, 
Dodd, Bunyan, Leavell Center, Cafeteria, Sellers 
and the ProDoc building). As part of the 2008 
Cyber Security Password Campaign, the 
network’s password will change Nov 3. The 
new password will be 5042824455. For help 
setting up your computer, email wireless@
nobts.edu with the word “Setup” in the subject 
and you will receive a document to assist you.

Online Student 
Directory

	 Did you know the seminary maintains an 
Online Student Directory? In IQ Web, the 
password-secured directory offers up-to-date 
addresses and contact information for students. 
Logon to IQ Web at www.nobts.edu and click 
the “Online Directory Search” tab.

Worship Studies 
Students Present “David”
	 Thursday, Nov. 6, at 2:45 p.m., the M.Div. 
and MA students in Worship Studies will lead 
a 45 minute worship service themed David: 
A Man After God’s Own Heart. The seminary is 
invited to participate in this time of worship in 
the Sellers Music Building Recital Hall.

	 The YMI Adventure Recreation and 
Games Leadership class met earlier this 
month at Byrdland Ministries in Hattiesburg, 
Miss., where they participated in adventure 

“Jumping for Youth Ministry”
recreation activities. Dr. Judi Jackson taught 
the course, along with LifeWay recreation 
consultant John Garner and adventure 
recreation specialist Devon Byrd. 

Be an ERC Volunteer 
	 “A couple of weeks ago, I was blessed to 
lead a deaf person to Christ over the phone,” 
Michael Procella, an Evangelism Response 
Center volunteer, said. “That’s just one of 
many stories I have from making myself 
available to witness to people through the 
Evangelism Response Center.”
	 For more information about how ERC  
uses technology to cross spacial and 
physical barriers, go to erconline.net. If 
you would like more information about 
volunteering, contact Michael Procella or 
Blake Newsom, both NOBTS students, at 
409.670.8555 or 504.452.7420.
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Church-Minister Relations

Ministry Opportunities
The following are a few of the ministry 
positions received by the Church-
Minister Relations office. Churches are 
listed according to the type of ministry 
position needed and whether the position 
is classified as part-time or full-time. All 
positions within a 2-hour radius of New 
Orleans are listed separately with the 
approximate distance in parentheses. To 
contact any of these churches, or to have 
your resume sent to other unpublished 
ministry opportunities, visit the CMR office 
(second floor, Frost Building) or contact 
them at 504-282-4455 or 1-800-662-8701, 
ext. 3291, or cmrconsultant@nobts.edu.

New Orleans Area
Full-time
• Evans Creek BC, Pearl River, La.: Senior 
Pastor (45)
• Hayes Creek Southern BC, Franklinton, 
La,; Pastor (77)
• FBC, Plaquemine, La.; Pastor (88)
• Steep Hollow BC, Poplarville, Miss.; 
Music and Education Minister (70)
• Roseland Park BC, Picayune, Miss.; Youth 
Minister (49)
• FBC, Kenner, La.; Minister of music (16)
• FBC, Franklinton, La.; Minister of Music/ 
Worship (71)
• Memorial BC, Bogalusa, La.; Minister of 
Music (68)
• FBC, Greensburg, La.; Pastor (89)
• Baker FBC, Barker, La.; Pastor (93)
Part-time
• Jerusalem BC, Hammond, La.; Minister of 
Music (60)
• Greenwell Springs BC, Greenwell Springs, 
La.; Preschool Minister/ Director (85)
• Westside BC, Ponchatoula, La.; Minister 
of Children (54)
• Palestine BC, Bogalusa, La.; Music 
Minister (63)
• Thompson BC, Smithdale, Miss.; Music 
minister (123)
• Hebron BC Soso, Miss.; Youth Minister (145)
• Calvary BC, Slidell, La.; Minister of Music 
(26)
• Seminary BC, Seminary, Miss.; Minister of 
Music (127)
• FBC, Hammond, La.; Minister of Music or 
Combination including Music (60)

Pastor
Full-time
• FBC of Kent Island, Stevensville, Md. 
(Bivocational)
• FBC, Carthage, Mo.
• Memorial BC, Richton, Miss.
• Big Stevens Creek BC, North Augusta, S.C.
• Pitts BC, Pitts, Ga.
• Wrens BC, Wrens, Ga.
• Second BC, Angleton, Texas
• Calvary BC, Bel Air, Md.
• Sunrise BC, El Paso, Texas.
• Grace BC, Philadelphia, Miss.
• Whitewater BC, Oglethorpe, Ga.
• Pineview BC, Barnesville, Ga.
• Arboles BC, Arboles, Colo.
• Eagles’ Nest BC, Fruitland Park, Fla.
• Wagarville BC, Wagarville, Ala.
• Northwoods BC, Shreveport, La.
Part-time
• Meadowdale BC, Lynnwood, Wash.
• Faith BC, Emporium, Pa.
• Expressway BC, Freeport, Pa.
• Tennille BC, Tennille, Ga.

Music
Full-time
• FBC, Lebanon, Mo.
• Houston River BC, Sulpher, La.
• FBC, LaBelle, Fla. (Bi-Vocational)
• South Mountain Church, Short hills, N.J.
• Central BC, Brookhaven, Miss.
• FBC of Battlefield, Battlefield, Mo.
• FBC, Willow Park, Texas.
• Central BC, Waycross, Ga.
• Lakeview BC, Selmer, Tenn.
Part-time
• Oak Hill BC, Meridian, Miss.
• FBC, Irvington, Ala.
• Crestview BC, Shelby, N.C.
• St. Clare BC, Boyce, La.

Youth
Full-time
• First Baptist Raleigh, Raleigh, Miss.
• Adaville BC, Spindale, N.C.
• Buffat Heights BC, Knoxville, Tenn.
• FBC, Opelousas, La.
• Cornerstone BC, Hartwell, Ga.
Part-time
• Glory Fellowship BC, Jasper, Ala.
• Teamon BC, Griffin, Ga.

Children and Preschool
• Life Line BC, Little Rock, Ark.; Children’s 
Minister
• FBC, Broussard, La.
• FBC, Cumming, Ga.

• Neptune BC, Neptune Beach, Fla.
• FBC, Crestview, Fla.; Children’s Minister
• Hickory Grove BC, Charlotte, N.C.; 
Children’s Minister

Combination
Full-time
• Oak-Griner Baptist, Ocala, Fla.; Associate 
Pastor / Youth
• Crestview BC, Shelby, N.C.; Youth/ 
Children’s Minister
• FBC, Kosciusko, Miss.; Minister of Youth 
and Recreation
• FBC, Jasper, Tenn.; Minister of Music/ 
Youth
• Eastgate BC, Burton, Mich.; Minister of 
Youth/ Music
• Hueytown BC, Hueytown, Ala.; Associate 
Pastor of Music/ Education
• Sans Souci BC, Greenville, S.C.; Associate 
Pastor of Music and Education

Other
Full-time
• FBC Marlow, Marlow, Okla.; associate 
pastor
• Ogletown BC, Newark, Del.; Administrative 
Pastor

Church Seeks Interim 
Youth Minister

	 Roseland Park Baptist Church in Picayune, 
Miss. (50 miles from NOBTS), is looking for an 
interim youth minister. The job entails 20 to 
30 hours a week and pays $400–500 per week 
plus mileage. For more information, contact 
Pastor Kriss Haymes at 601.798.5620.

Bogalusa Church Seeks 
Ministry Support

	 Main Street Baptist Church in Bogalusa, La. 
(70 miles from NOBTS), is seeking someone 
who can help their church in any capacity 
(youth, music, education, senior adult). 
They have a home in which the student and 
his or her family could live and will provide 
a monthly stipend. For more information, 
contact Pastor Charlie New at 985.735.8184, 
985.294.1847 or thegoodnews@bellsouth.net.




