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The Gatekeeper goes green and interactive

The Gatekeeper is now a part of the green
revolution. After close to 40 years as the on-
campus, print publication for New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary, the weekly
publication has moved to an online-only
format. And it’s interactive.

Members of the NOBTS family will now
receive a weekly email containing a link

to the Gatekeeper online. The Gatekeeper
will continue to offer news articles, the
chapel schedule, campus announcements
and Church-Minister Relations ministry
opportunities. Readers should look out for
links embedded throughout the publication.
By August, Gatekeeper 2.0 will shift to a
more web-savvy format.

Arabi church impacts business community

By Michael McCormack

ARABI, LA - Across
much of Southeast
Louisiana, hurricane
recovery and the slumping
economy are teaming up
to create difficult days
for many families and
businesses.

And amidst that
econormic downturn,
Celebration Church’s St.
Bernard Parish campus,
led by Community Pastor
Craig Ratliff, hosted a
Conference for Business
Excellence Jan. 17.

The first-of-its-kind conference, aimed at
equipping local business leaders with skills
and knowhow crucial for thriving in a tough
economy, offered five speakers, including
St. Bernard Parish President Craig Taffaro.
Taffaro started the day by offering speakers
and attendees a snapshot of St. Bernard’s
recovery and business atmosphere.

“As you know, we are knee-deep in a time
of building,” Taffaro said. “We had a time of
rebuilding from Hurricane Katrina through
2008, and 2009 will be a time of growth.”
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Celebration Church Lead Pastor DennisWatson (right) stands alongside
St. Bernard Campus Pastor Craig Ratliff Jan. 17 outside the Arabi campus.

Taffaro said St. Bernard Parish leaders are
treating the new year as a type of threshold
for moving from recovery-oriented language
to terms of growth. While not everyone is
on the same playing field, he said, Taffaro
considers it important to verbally shift
toward a more future-focused mindset.

And in the context of the national
recession, the New Orleans area has every
reason for optimism.

- click BUSINESS to read more

This Week in Chapel

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3

Dr. Bryant Wright

Senior Pastor, Johnson Ferry Baptist Church
Marietta, Ga.

Dr. David Platt
Senior Pastor, The Church at Brook Hills
Birmingham, Ala.

Next Week in Chapel

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10

Col. Larry McCarty
Chaplain, Ft. Bragg

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12

Dr. Archie England
NOBTS

John T. Christian
Library Hours

® Mon.-Thurs., 7:30
am.toll pm.

® Friday, 7:30 am.
to 7:30 p.m.

@ Saturday, 10 a.m. to
7p.m.

® Sunday, Closed

® The Library is closed for
Chapel Tuesdays & Thursdays,

10:55 a.m. to noon.



http://www.johnsonferry.org/Bryant.aspx
http://www.brookhills.org/aboutus/pages_staffbios/page_platt_d.htm
http://nobts.edu/faculty/AtoH/EnglandAW/Default.html
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Russia mission trip deadline set for Feb. 5
Academic course to be held in conjunction with the trip

New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary will continue the Moscow
Partnership with a mission trip to the
Russian capital March 13-20. The trip will
include evangelism and prayer walking in
support of a planned church plant.

The trip will mark the fourth student
trip for the partnership. According to Dr.
Jake Roudkovski, who will lead the trip, the
partnership has assisted in one church plant
so far and provided much encouragement
toRussian pastors.

Roudkovski will lead a special event
class, EVAN 6332: Clinical Field Project in

Evangelism (Moscow Trip), for master’s
level students in conjunction with the trip.
The syllabus for the class will be available
Jan. 30.

For additional information on the
workshop, visit www.nobts.edu/
Academics/GraduateWorkshops.html. The
trip cost is $2700 and includes airfare and
accommodations in Moscow. Fees for the
academic course are extra. Students who
participate in the course could be eligible
for scholarships.

Contact Dr. Roudkovski at jaker@nobts.
edu for more details.

Guitar Lessons

Andrew Pressley, an NOBTS student
with an undergraduate music degree in
guitar performance, is available for private
guitar lessons. The lessons are $60 a month
and meet in the Seller's Music Building once
a week for 30 minutes. Contact Andrew at

864.313.3485 or andrew.pressley@gmail.com
for more information.

Campus Prayer Time

The Seminary Family is invited to a
time of prayer on Thursdays at 6:30 a.m.
in the Chapel. Enter through the Dean of
Chapel Office. Contact Blake Newsom at
504.452.7420 for more information.

Join the Seminarians

The Seminarians, the NOBTS men’s chorus,
isnot just for those studying music. Men
representing many degree programs, staff and
faculty gather every Tuesday from 3:30 to 5
p-m. in the Sellers music building for music and
fellowship. Contact Dr. Ed Steele at ext. 3237 or
esteele@nobts.edu for details.

Join the Boy Scouts

Any boy between the ages of 11 and 17 who is
interested in the Boy Scouts may contact Paul
Gregoire for more information. Also, any adults
interested in being leaders (with or without
experience) may also contact Gregoire. Call
either 504.881.6723 or 504.282.4455, ext. 3337.

Conference + Dinner: 543

LEAVELL CENTER

o EVANGEILITM & CHURCH HEALTH

February 26-27, 2009

Registration Deadline: February 20, 2009
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Conference sessions are free for students.

CMR, Ministry Opportunities

Children and Preschool

@ Shiloh BC, Saraland, Ala.; Children’s Ministry
@ FBC, Clinton, Miss.; Minister to Children
@ Stave Creek BC, Jackson, Ala.; Children’s
Minister

@ Bellevue BC, Nashville, Tenn.; Preschool
and Children’s Ministry Director

® Lost Mountain BC, Powder Springs, Ga.’
Children’s Minister

Other

® Clear Creek Baptist Association, Anna, I1L;
Associational Executive Director (DOM)

@ Meadville BC, Meadville, Miss.; Minister
of Education

® Ocean View Baptist Mission, Kona,
Hawaii; Church Planter

@ San Francisco Peninsula Baptist Association,
San Francisco, Calif ; Director of Missions

— Click HERE to see more
Ministry Opportunities.

Summer Ministry
Opportunities

@ The Florida Baptist Convention is hiring
aworship leader for its summer Mission’s
Adventure Camp. This is a boy’s camp, and

the worship leader must be a male. Contact
Eddie Blackmon at 1.800.226.8584, ext. 3122, or
eblackmon@flbaptist.org for more information.
@ First Baptist Church, Montgomery, Ala.,
is hiring a Children’s Ministry Intern this
summer. The church wants to hire a single
male for the position that will begin May.
Contact Glen Leathers at 334.834.6310 or
gleathers@montgomeryfbc.org.

@ Mars Hill Baptist Church in Watkinsville,
Ga., is hiring a summer children’s intern.
This is a 10- to 11-week, full-time position,
beginning in May. Salary and housing are
provided. Contact Pastor Charles Jones at

706.548.6962 or pastor@marshillbaptist.org.

Attention: Parents
of Preschoolers

Parents of Preschoolers are invited to
MOPS and POPS night on Friday, Feb. 13,
at First Baptist New Orleans. Appetizers
begin at 6 with dinner at 6:30. DrsJerry and
Bayne Pounds will bring an encouraging
message to meet the needs of couples raising
young children. The cost is $15 per couple.
Childcare is available with reservation
for $5 per family. Contact Karen Ferrell
at 482.5775 for childcare. Tickets may be
purchased at FBNO from Justin Olvey.



mailto:eblackmon%40flbaptist.org?subject=summer%20worship%20leader%20position...
mailto:gleathers%40montgomeryfbc.org?subject=summer%20children%27s%20ministry%20intern%20position...
mailto:pastor%40marshillbaptist.org?subject=summer%20children%27s%20intern%20position...
mailto:andrew.pressley%40gmail.com?subject=guitar%20lessons...
mailto:esteele%40nobts.edu?subject=the%20Seminarians...
http://leavellcenter.com
http://www.nobts.edu/academics/graduateworkshops.html
http://www.nobts.edu/academics/graduateworkshops.html
mailto:jaker%40nobts.edu?subject=mission%20trip%20to%20Russia...
mailto:jaker%40nobts.edu?subject=mission%20trip%20to%20Russia...
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St. Bernard pastor says business conference is just the beginning

WELCOM

To Tha

Conferenca For Busines
Excellence

St. Bernard Parish President Craig Tafarro speaks
to business conference attendees Jan. 17.

“The good news is that the Baton Rouge
and New Orleans areas are being identified
as some of the best places to ride out what
may be coming in terms of a recession,”
Taffaro said. “What we have to bolster that
is the recovery that was started and the
growth that will be continuing.”

Taffaro then summarized the small
business climate and major business
developments in St. Bernard Parish.
Currently, Walmart is preparing to reopen
in Chalmette and the parish is working to
begin construction on a new hospital.

Vision a key

A common thread between Taffaro’s report
and the instructional sessions of the conference
was the importance of vision. Building on
Taffaro’s clear vision for St. Bernard Parish,
Dave Arnold, president of the management
consulting firm DLA of California, highlighted
vision, specifically in the form of a business
plan, as a key to business success.

“If you take [constructing a business
plan] seriously, put the time in up front,
revisit it and then share it with others, I
guarantee this will help you accomplish
what you want,” he said.

His message with regard to planning and
vision resonated with participants.

“If you don’t know your destination,

every [interstate] exit becomes a difficult
decision,” said Henry, a local church pastor
and business co-owner.

Practical instruction met tangible
needs during Restaurant Consultant John
Nelson’s breakout session. Nelson offered
sessions on cost management and menu
development ~ two topics of particular
interest to a St. Bernard restaurant owner
struggling to make her business survive.

Nelson affirmed the restaurant’s important
role in offering a sense of community to the
recovering area, and he worked with the
restaurant owner closely to revamp the menu.

Ratliff reported Nelson continues to work
with the restaurant owner to make the changes
needed to help the restaurant succeed. It's a
picture of the ongoing impact Ratliff envisions
the St. Bernard Celebration Church campus
having on the recovering community.

“My motivation behind organizing the
event was the fact that many businesses in
our area are struggling to stay in business,”
Ratliff said. “Through much prayer and
though and many conversations, the idea
of connecting local business leaders with
business professionals from around the
country began to emerge.”

The business professionals at the Jan. 17
conference weren't just any professionals.
All of the experts have had an ongoing
connection with Celebration Church since
Hurricane Katrina.

“The speakers were all from Mariner’s
Church in Southern California,” Ratliff
said. “[Members of Mariner’s Church] have
been to New Orleans dozens of times to
partner with Celebration Church and the
community in the rebuild process.”

Most of the conference speakers had
already been to New Orleans to work
on rebuild and recovery projects since
2005, and they all considered the business
conference to be a type of recovery work.

“In my opinion, the economic

redevelopment [of this area] is the key and
will lead the way to hope and unity, and

if it comes through the church it’s all the
better,” Arnold said. “Our hope is that this
conference and others like it that bring the
business community together will help
take St. Bernard and this whole area more
toward normalcy and restore hope.”

Claudia Gaston, a guest speaker
specializing in customer retention, put it this
way: “I view it as an extension [of recovery
work]. The need initially was for people to
hand out supplies. The need now is for the
economics to come back. We came back
then and handed out bleach and diapers and
food. Now, we’ve come for a short time to
hopefully help meet the current need.”

The economic need in St. Bernard, as in
the rest of the country, has no quick fix.
But Celebration Church’s Craig Ratliff
has a vision for impacting the business
community in an ongoing way.

“We will have workshops and roundtable
discussions throughout the year and will
probably have a major conference once
or twice a year,” Ratliff said. “The major
conferences will be driven primarily by the
needs of the community. We're here to serve
them and their needs.”

In March, Ratliff and company will host
aroundtable discussion for local business
OWIeTs.

The conference wasn’t as well-attended
as Ratliff had hoped, but he’s confident
that the event sent a strong message to the
surrounding business community.

“I just want our church to be a major
influence for the Kingdom of Christ during
the rebuild, redevelopment and reshaping
of St. Bernard Parish and the Greater New
Orleans area,” he said. “We’ve achieved
our goal of taking a major step forward in
reaching our local business community.”

For more information, go online to www.
breakoutleaders.com.

1098-T Tuition Tax
Statement for 2008

Students may request their 1098-T Tuition
Tax Statement for 2008. Requests can be made
via email to boclerk@nobts.edu or by filling
out a 1098-T Request Form, available at the
Business Office. Your request should include
your full name, NOBTS ID # and mailing
address (unless indicated for pick up at the
Business Office). For more information, please
contact Donna Parker at 504.282.4455, ext.
3210, or boclerk@nobts.edu.

Grand
Reopening

The Seminary
Family celebrated
the reopening of

the “Surplus With a Purpose”
(SWAP) Shop Friday, Jan. 30. The new
Swap Shop is located near the Farnsworth
Apartments at the back of campus. Regular
hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4 to 6
p-m. To volunteer with this campus ministry,
contact Rhonda Smith at 504.481.3656.

Preaching Contest
Deadline Approaching

The Baptist History and Heritage Society
in partnership with Belmont University’s
H. Franklin Paschall Chair of Biblical
Studies and Preaching is offering the Baptist
Heritage Preaching Contest.

Submissions are due Feb. 15.

Guidelines for the contest and prize
information are available online at http://
www.baptisthistory.org/preachingcontest.
htm.



http://www.breakoutleaders.com
http://www.breakoutleaders.com
mailto:boclerk%40nobts.edu?subject=1098T%20statement...
mailto:boclerk%40nobts.edu?subject=1098T%20statement...
http://www.baptisthistory.org/preachingcontest.htm
http://www.baptisthistory.org/preachingcontest.htm
http://www.baptisthistory.org/preachingcontest.htm
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Church-Minister Relations

Ministry Opportunities

The following are a few of the ministry
positions received by the Church-
Minister Relations office. Churches are
listed according to the type of ministry
position needed and whether the position
is classified as part-time or full-time. All
positions within a 2-hour radius of New
Orleans are listed separately with the
approximate distance in parentheses. To
contact any of these churches, or to have
your resume sent to other unpublished
ministry opportunities, visit the CMR office
(second floor, Frost Building) or contact
them at 504-282-4455 or 1-800-662-8701,
ext. 3291, or cmrconsultant@nobts.edu.

New Orleans Area

Full-time

® FBC, Greensburg, La.; Pastor (89)

® Baker FBC, Barker, La.; Pastor (93)

® Harmony BC, Picayune, Miss.; Pastor (48)
® The Lord’s Church, Kentwood, La.; Youth
and Music (88)

® Escatawpa BC, Escatawpa, Miss;
Minister of Youth and Music (104)

® FBC, Biloxi, Miss.: Associate Pastor,
Students (81)

@ Martin Bluff BC, Gautier, Miss.; Pastor (100)
® Hope Church of Waldheim, Covington,
La.; Pastor (48)

® FBC, Lockport, La.; Pastor (51)

® The Church on Main, Columbia, Miss.;
Worship Leader (136)

® FBC, McCombs, Miss.; Worship Leader
(110)

® Woodlawn BC, Baton Rouge, La.;
Director of Children’s Ministry (76)

® Erwinville, BC, Erwinville, La.; Pastor (92)
® Evangelical Formosan Church of New
Orleans, Kenner La.; English Minister (14)
® Temple BC, Hattiesburg, Miss.; East
Campus Pastor (109)

Part-time

® Bogue Falaya BC, Folsom, La.; Youth
Minister (51)

® Immanuel BC, Hammond, La.; Minister of
Music (62)

® Seminary BC, Seminary, Miss.; Minister of
Youth (127)

® Oak Grove BC, Prarieville, La.; Youth
Minister (68)

® Lake Martin BC, Prarieville, La.; Youth
and Music (65)

@ Bridge City BC, Bridge City, La.;
Children’s Minister (21)

® Macedonia BC, Holden, La.; Pastor (81)

® EBC, Port Allen, La.; Youth Director (87)
® Shoreline Park BC, St. Louis, Miss.;
Associate Pastor (49)

® FBC, Chalmette, La.; Minister of Youth (9)
® Fellowship Church, Prairieville, La.;
Children’s Minister (65)

® Juniper Grove BC, Poplarville, Miss.;
Minister of Music (72)

® The Church on Main, Columbia, Miss.;
Children’s Minister (136)

@ Bay Vista BC, Biloxi, Miss.; Bivocational
Pastor (80)

® Christ BC, Houma, La.; Music Minister (60)
® Cambridge Baptist Chruch, Gautier, Miss.;
Minister of Music(98)

® Goodyear BC, Picayune, Miss.; Minister of
Youth (47)

® Goodyear BC, Picayune, Miss.; Minister of
Music (47)

® Unity BC, Magnolia, Miss.; Minister of
Youth/ Children (106)

Pastor

Full-time

@ FBC, Bolivar, Tenn.

® Pleasant Grove BC, Rogers, Ark.

® Valley Christian Church, Conway, N.H.
@ South Haven BC, Springfield, Mo.

® FBC, Hiwasse, Ark.

® Wrens BC, Wrens, Ga.

@ FBC, Fulton, Mo.

® Hope Baptist - Mankato, Minn.

® Chambersburg BC, Chambersburg, Penn.
® Rancocas Valley BC, Rancocas, N.J.

@ Sedge Fen BC, Sedge Fen, Suffolk, England
@ First Southern BC, Coffeyville, Kan.

@ Meadville BC, Meadville, Miss.

® Parkview BC, Shreveport, La.

® Poplar Corner BC, Brownsville, Tenn.
® Yankton BC, Yankton, S.D.

® Lexie BC, Tylertown, Miss.

@ FBC, Indianola, Miss.

@ Shiloh BC, Chipley, Fla.

® New Life Fellowship, Gilbertown, Ala.
® St. Rest BC, Dubach, La.

@ Parkview BC, Bluefield, Va.

@ Woodland Heights BC, Bedford, Texas
® Pleasant Hill BC, Somerset, Ky.

@ Central BC, Norfolk, Va.

® FBC, Montezuma, Ga.

Part-time

® Tennille BC, Tennille, Ga.

® Lakeside BC, Battle Creek, Mich.

@ Choteau BC, Choteau, Mont.
® FBC, Centerfield, Utah (Bivocational)

Music

Full-time

@ Immanuel BC, Lebanon, Tenn.

® FBC, Lebanon, Mo.

@ FBC, Vidalia, La.

® FBC, Artesia, N.M.

® FBC, Eclectic, Ala.

@ Parkview BC, Tuscumbia, Ala.

@ Shirley Hills BC, Warner Robins, Ga.
® Calvary BC, Lubbock, Texas

® Calvary BC, Russellville, Ala.

@ FBC, Willow Park, Texas

® Creola FBC, Creola, Ala.

@ FBC, Batesville, Ark.

@ FBC, Belle Glade, Fla.

@ Tuka BC, Tuka, Miss.

® Woodlawn BC, Austin, Texas

® Trinity BC, Lewisville, Texas

® FBC; Harrison, Ark.

® FBC, Mary Esther, Fla.

® Grace BC, Springfield, Tenn
Part-time

® Fellowship Church of Henry County,
McDonough, Ga.

@ Forest Heights BC, Tallahassee, Fla.
® Friendship BC, Paducah, Ky.

® Warrington BC, Pensacola, Fla.

Youth

Full-time

@ Sale Street BC, Lake Charles, La.

@ FBC, Clarksville, Ark.

@ IBC, Pine Bluff, Ark.

® Calvary BC, Dothan, Ala.

® The Church at Quail Creek, Amarillo, Texas
@ Second BC, Russellville, Ark.

® Calvary Baptist , Camden, Ark.

® FBC, Sandersville, Ga.

® Heritage BC, Dothan, AL

Part-time

@ St. Claire BC, Boyce, La.

@ Summerland BC, Taylorsville, Miss.
@ Maranatha BC, Mt. Olive, Miss.

® Warrington BC, Pensacola, Fla.

- click CMIR for more
ministry opportunities
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