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This Week in Chapel
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

Dr. Thomas Strong
Leavell College

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
Dr. Jerry Barlow

NOBTS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
Dr. Tony Merida

Dean of the Chapel

Next Week in Chapel
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

Dr. O.S. Hawkins
President, Guidestone Financial Resources

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
STANFIELD LECTURE

Dr. Don Wilton
Pastor, FBC Spartanburg, S.C.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Dr. Tony Merida

Dean of the Chapel

Despite challenges from poverty, AIDS 
and illiteracy, revival comes to Malawi

By Paul South

The screen of 
summer missionary 
Jess Archer’s laptop 
– like the hard drive 
of her heart – is 
stuffed with smiling 
faces, the signs of 
revival in Malawi.

“Revival is 
happening in 
Malawi,” she says, 
a smile of her own 
crossing her face.

But she holds other images 
of Malawi in her memory that tell 
another story of poverty, disease and 
illiteracy.

Archer, a 24-year-old urban missions 
student at New Orleans Seminary from Cut 
Off, La., was at first overwhelmed by what 
she saw: the gaunt, haunted eyes of the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic in Southern Africa, the 
bulging bellies of hunger, and the poverty of 
the spirit.

“We would go into villages and show the 
Jesus film,” she said. “You would see skinny 
kids with huge stomachs. I saw a disabled 
man literally crawling across the street at 
an intersection, because he didn’t have the 
means to get around.”

Then, there were flies, lots of flies.
“They would just be on babies’ faces,” 

she said. “It was sad. They were too little to 
move their arms to shoo them away.”

Because of AIDS and hunger, death is a 
constant.

“It is a funeral every day,” she said. “There 
was a street near where we lived that 
missionaries sometimes call Coffin Road. 

There were little shops all along the 
street where they built coffins all 
the time.”

Still, in the face of so much 
suffering – according to 

the World Food 
Program, 5 million 
of Malawi’s 12 

million population 
go hungry each 

day – God is at work, 
Archer said.

“I guess at first I was 
just sort of overwhelmed,” 

she said. “I’d find myself 
saying ‘What can I do? There 

are 12 million people here. 
Where do you start?”

 “But a lot of people back home 
were praying for me,” she continued. “That’s 
what kept me going while I was there. And 
the Lord kept us emotionally intact. You 
would just see something you had never 
seen in your whole life.”

In those moments of discouragement, 
Archer said, God’s presence became very 
real.

“The Lord would say, ‘Why are you here? 
Tell them about Jesus,’” she said.

So she did. As part of a team of six young 
women who teamed up for the summer 
with International Mission Board career 
missionaries Mat and Janet Lawrence, 
the team led at least 90 people to Christ 
through one-on-one evangelism. Later, with 
a volunteer team from Oklahoma, Archer 
joined in hut-to-hut evangelism, where the 
tribal chief accepted Christ.

While teaching English as a second 
language and composition and grammar 
at two local schools, Archer and the team 

- please see MALAWI, page 3

Hurricane
Season

H urricane
Season

H urricane
Season

	 Hurricane season lasts from June 
1 to November 30. During hurricane 
warnings, all seminary residents are 
advised to stay tuned to either WBSN 
FM 89.1, television station WWL 
Channel 4 or radio station WWL 870 
AM for up-to-date information.



GK/PAGE 2

New faculty members sign
The Articles of Religious 

Belief Sept. 4

Dr. Rex Butler
Associate Professor of Church History

and Patristics
Trustee Elected – April 2007

Dr. Mike Edens
Professor of Theology and Islamic Studies

Associate Dean of Graduate Studies
Trustee Elected – June 2007

Dr. Jeremy Evans
Assistant Professor of Theology and Ethics

Trustee Elected – October 2006

Dr. Jerry Garrard
Associate Professor of Evangelism

and Church Growth
Vice President for Institutional 

Advancement
Trustee Elected – June 2007

Mr. Wade Howell
Instructor in Theology

Trustee Elected – October 2006

Dr. Tony Merida
Assistant Professor of Preaching

Dean of Chapel
Trustee Elected – April 2007

Dr. Dennis Phelps
Professor of Preaching

Director of Church Relations and Alumni
Trustee Elected – April 2007

Dr. Jake Roudkovski
Assistant Professor of Evangelism

occupying the Max and Bonnie Thornhill 
Chair of Evangelism

Assistant Director of Supervised Ministry
Trustee Elected – June 2007

Dr. Mark Tolbert
Associate Professor of Evangelism 

and Pastoral Ministry
Director of the Doctor of Ministry Program

Trustee Elected – April 2007

IMB Representative on 
Campus Sept. 25-26

Dr. Bob Dilks, Candidate Consultant of 
the International Mission Board will be 
on campus Sept. 25-26. He will be taking 
individual appointments throughout the 
day both days. Please contact his assistant, 
Mindy McCord, at 1-800-765-0011 to 
make an appointment. He is also hosting 
a Missions Information Conference on 
Tuesday night, Sept. 25 from 7 to 9 p.m. in 
the Leavell Center. This conference is for 
students exploring potential missionary 
service through the IMB. This will be 
preceded by a free meal for any of those 
attending the conference. The meal will be 
from 6 to 6:45 p.m. in the cafeteria. The meal 
will be buffet style and open to children 
as well. Childcare will be provided for the 
conference time only. Meal reservations 
must be made with Linda Jackson in the 
Providence Learning Center by Sept. 18. For 
more information, contact Linda at Linda@
missionlab.com or extension 8060.

By SWBTS PR Staff

BEIT JAN, Israel (SWBTS)-The 
presidents and first ladies of two seminaries 
were the guests of leaders, or sheiks, of 
one of Israel’s largest Druze 
communities July 12. Sheik 
Frais Abumunthir Swaid 
welcomed to his home 
Chuck and Rhonda Kelley 
from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary and 
Paige and Dorothy Patterson 
from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. They 
were joined by Sheiks Anis 
Abusaleh Kablan and Jamel 
Harbe and by Southwestern 
Seminary Provost Craig 
Blaising and his wife Diane.

Over fresh fruit and Turkish coffee, they 
discussed the Druze and Christian faiths. 
The seminary presidents were particularly 
encouraged that the talks furthered 
relationships between their communities.

“Their hospitality offered one of the 
friendliest and most gracious receptions I 
have ever experienced,” Chuck Kelley said.

“Their hospitality was extraordinary,” 
Paige Patterson added, noting that Turkish 
coffee is particularly smooth. “Even after 
two cups of Turkish coffee it was possible 
to maintain clear-headedness no matter 
how weary one might be.”

With religious roots in Islam by way of 
Egypt, the Druze people in Israel are Arabic 
in culture and language. The Institute of 
Druze Studies in San Diego estimates there 
are more than one million Druze in the 

Middle East, with just over 
100,000 living peacefully in 
Israel. The institute estimates 
about 20,000 Druze live in the 
United States with the largest 
concentration in California.   

Patterson said that the 
Druze religion remains 
essentially a mystery to 
outsiders, and even so for 
many of its uninitiated 
followers. “However, the 
sheiks were quick to affirm 
the prophetic status not only 
of their own prophets but 

also of Mohammed, Elijah and other Jewish 
prophets, and Jesus,” he said.

Kelley said that the Baptists shared that 
Jesus is more than a prophet. “We pointed 
particularly to the question of judgment in 
the end times as a time when both groups 
believe there will be a final reckoning,” Kelley 
said. “The nature of acceptance with God at 
that time of judgment was discussed.”

At the end of their time together, the 
Pattersons extended an invitation to the 
sheiks to visit the United States and be 
their guests at Southwestern Seminary in 
Fort Worth.

Druze leaders in Israel host SBC seminary officials

Baby Fair at FBNO
	 The Health Ministry of First Baptist 
Church New Orleans will host a baby fair 
on Wednesday, Sept. 19, from 5 to 7:30 
p.m. New and expectant parents as well 
as parents of young children are invited to 
come and meet representatives from local 
resources and services geared to this special 
time in your life. For more information, call 
504.482.5775.

FBNO Seeks
Preschool Teachers

	 First Baptist Church New Orleans has 
openings for a teacher and assistant in 
the weekday preschool. Hours are 9 a.m. 
– 2:30 p.m., Monday through Thursday and 
possibly Fridays. Openings are also available 
for after care assistants. Hours are 2:30 p.m. 
– 5:30 p.m. Anyone interested can call Karen 
Farrell at 504.482.5775, ext. 128.
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also taught “True Love Waits,” an initiative 
stressing the importance of abstinence 
from sex before marriage and faithfulness 
in marriage, as part of a strategy to stem the 
AIDS epidemic.

In a 2004 report by the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, 14.4 
percent of adult Malawians aged 15 to 49 
were infected with HIV. As of 2003, 900,000 
people were infected with the disease and 
70 percent of hospital beds were occupied 
by patients with HIV/AIDS-related 
illnesses. As a result, a life expectancy of 55 
years without AIDS drops to 37 for those 
infected with the disease.

Roughly the size of Pennsylvania, Malawi 
also suffers from massive food shortages. 
The Washington Post reported in 2005 that 
a combination of factors, including drought 
and a failed dismantling of a state-run farm 
system, have triggered massive famine.

There is also a poverty of the spirit. While 
some 81 percent of citizens are professing 
Christians, Archer said, those who are 
born-again believers are far fewer. However, 
that figure is anecdotal. At the same time, 
the number of Muslims – now about 14. 5 
percent of the population according to the 
IMB – is growing.

Still, Archer said Malawians are responding 
to the gospel message.

“If a missionary is in the village, they will 
all gather under a tree to hear what he or 
she is saying,” Archer said.

 Working in the face of staggering 
poverty, the American missionaries 
presented their message with care.

“We were cautious,” she said. “We didn’t 
want them to get mixed up and think 
that conversion would lead to material 
abundance,” she said.

Poverty, combined with illiteracy, posed a 
challenge in sharing the gospel, Archer said. 
Along with the shortage of food, there is a 
drought of God’s word.

“They would say to us, ‘You want me to 
read my Bible, but I cannot read,’ or ‘You 
want me to read my Bible, but we do not 
have a Bible. Can you get me a Bible?”

The Christian missionary presence in 
Malawi dates to 1859, when the famed 
Scottish missionary Dr. David Livingstone 
ministered in Southern Africa. Southern 
Baptists first came to the country in 1959. 
However, the first Baptist missionary was 
Australian Joseph Booth, who came to the 
nation in 1892.

Archer saw the impact of missions first 
hand.

“I met people who were so spiritually 
rich, yet they were so materially poor,” she 

said. “God was literally all they had.”
Malawian believers provided a contrast 

to some in America, she said.
“I’ve seen people with so many material 

things; they don’t have time for God.”
As is the case with many in the 

mission field, Archer was changed by the 
experience in Malawi. And she wants to 
return.

“The Lord made me realize that all 
the material things that I have are not 
important. He made me appreciate life in 
itself and take nothing for granted.”

For Archer, the trip to Malawi was the 
culmination of a lifelong dream.

“I’ve wanted to go to Africa since I was 5-
years-old to see the animals and the African 
people,” she said. “But after I got saved, (the 
reason) was to minister to them.”

Archer offers advice to those considering 
mission work.

“If God wants you to go to the mission 
field, go,” she said. “But we go, sometimes, 
thinking that we’re going to do great 
things for God. We think we’re going to 
change the world. But instead, the Lord 
shows us ways that we need to change.”

MALAWI, continued from page 1

ABOUT MALAWI
THE NATION: Sandwiched between 
Mozambique, Zambia, Mozambique 
and Tanzania, Malawi is a former 
British protectorate that gained 
independence in 1964. It is slightly 
smaller than Pennsylvania, with a 
population of 12 million.

THE CHALLENGES: Like much of 
Africa, the nation suffers from poverty.  
Nearly half the population suffers from 
hunger. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention,  
AIDS and HIV are exploding in Malawi. 
Some 84,000 people died of AIDS in 
Malawi in 2003, according to the CIA 
World Fact Book.

THE SPIRITUAL BATTLE: While 
some 80 percent of Malawians profess 
to be Christians, missionaries say far 
fewer in the nation consider themselves 
“born again.” Meanwhile, Islam (some 
14 percent of the population) is 
growing.

NOBTS Preschool 
to Host Book Fair 

Sept. 10-21
The NOBTS Preschool is hosting the 

Scholastic Book Fair . The Book Fair will 
be in the Preschool from Monday, Sept. 10, 
through Friday, Sept. 21. The times for the 
Book Fair are 7 a.m. until 5 p.m. Please bring 
checks or credit cards only. The theme is 
“Artic Blizzard” this year so you will walk 
into a winter wonderland full of books for 
all ages. A vast variety of cookbooks are also 
available for the cook in your home.

Friday, Sept. 21, we will have our Family 
Night at the Book Fair from 5:30 p.m. 
until 7:00 p.m. Our special quest will be 
CLIFFORD. There will also be a drawing 
for $25 worth of free books. Please make a 
date to come and see all the wonderful books 
available for you and your child.

Houseparents Needed 
Providence Ministries Boy’s Homes, in 

Dalton, Ga., is seeking a Christ-centered 
couple to care for up to six boys between 
the ages of five and 17. Relief houseparents 
will work 12 days per month and up to four 
weeks per year. This is an ideal position 
for a retired couple or bi-vocational pastor.  
The case manager will have a caseload of 12.  
Former DFCS case managers are welcome.  
These positions can be combined for one 
full-time position with possible housing 
included. We are non-denominational but 
lean very much Baptist.

We are accepting of Bible-believing, 
Christ-centered people. If you have 
parenting/case management skills and a 
heart for children we want to hear you.  
A Master’s degree is preferred; a BA is 
required for the case manager. Email or fax 
resumes and testimonies to Curtis Adair 
at pmadmin@optilink.us . Our website is 
providenceministriesinc.com

Ohio Church Seeks 
Spanish-speaking 

Bi-vocational Pastor
First Spanish Baptist Church in 

Youngstown, Ohio, is seeking a bi-
vocational,Spanish-speaking pastor to 
lead their congregation. Please contact the 
Church-Minister Relations office at NOBTS 
for more information.
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Church-Minister Relations

Ministry Opportunities
The following are a few of the ministry 
positions received by the Church-
Minister Relations office. Churches are 
listed according to the type of ministry 
position needed and whether the position 
is classified as part-time or full-time. All 
positions within a 2-hour radius of New 
Orleans are listed separately with the 
approximate distance in parentheses. To 
contact any of these churches, or to have 
your resume sent to other unpublished 
ministry opportunities, visit the CMR office 
(second floor, Frost Building) or contact 
them at 504-282-4455 or 1-800-662-8701, 
ext. 3291, or cmrconsultant@nobts.edu.

New Orleans Area
Full-time
• Judson Baptist Church, Walker, La.; 
youth (85)
• First Baptist Church, Roseland, La.; 
pastor (78)
• East Fork Baptist Church, Kentwood, La.; 
pastor (90)
• First Baptist Church, Zachary, La.; 
children (98)
• First Baptist Church, Patterson, La.; 
pastor (93)
• Parkside Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, 
La.; pastor (81)
Part-time
• Barataria Baptist Church, Lafitte, La.; 
youth (34)
• Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church, Covington, 
La.; youth (43)
• New Life Baptist Church, Hammond, La.; 
music and youth (60)
• St. Charles Avenue Baptist Church, New 
Orleans, La.; youth (10)
• Bayou Blue United Methodist Church, 
Houma, La.; youth and children (59)
• Hope Church of Waldheim, Covington, 
La.; music (43)
• First Baptist Church, Albany, La.; music 
(64)
• Gretna United Methodist Church, 
Gretna, La.; music (11)
• Lake Vista United Methodist Church, 
New Orleans, La. youth (5)
• Big Level Baptist Church, Wiggins, Miss.; 
music (102)

• Broussard Grove Baptist Church, 
Prairieville, La.; music (67)
• Poydras Baptist Church, St. Bernard, La.; 
music (18)

Pastor
Full-time
• Fairview Baptist Church, Spartanburg, 
S.C.
• First Baptist Church, Noel, Mo.
• First Baptist Church, Swartz, La.
• First Baptist Church, Willow Springs, 
Mo.
• Morningside Baptist Church, Columbus, 
Ga.
• First Baptist Church, Geneva, Ala.
• St. Rest Baptist Church, Dubach, La.
• Baptist Temple, Alexandria, La.
Part-time
• Carolina Free Baptist Church, Carolina, 
R.I.

Music
Full-time
• Dry Creek Baptist Church, Mendenhall, 
Miss.
• Adamsville Baptist Church, Goldsboro, 
N.C.
• Bogue Falaya Baptist Church, Folsom, La.
• Onancock Baptist Church, Onancock, Va.
• First Baptist Church, Pelham, Ga.
Part-time
• New Beginnings Baptist Church, 
Lakeland, Fla.
• Church Acadiana, Youngsville, La.

Youth
Full-time
• Bethel Baptist Church, Monticello, Miss.
• Parkway Baptist Church, Natchez, Miss.
• Bogue Falaya Baptist Church, Folsom, La.
• North Peachtree Baptist Church, Atlanta, 
Ga.
• Red Bank Baptist Church, Chattanooga, 
Tenn.
Part-time
• New Beginnings Baptist Church, 
Lakeland, Fla.
• WestGate Baptist Church, Trenton, Ill.
• Mt. Manna Baptist Church, Coldwater, 
Miss.

Children/Preschool
Full-time
• Highland Baptist Church, Florence, Ala.
• Hillcrest Baptist Church, Nederland, 
Texas
• First Baptist Church, Zachary, La.

Part-time
• Jackson Way Baptist Church, Huntsville, 
Ala. 

Combination
Full-time
• First Baptist Church, Denham Springs, 
La.; Education and Administration
• Macedonia Baptist Church, Brookhaven, 
Miss.; Students and Activities
• First Baptist Church, Highlands, Texas, 
Evangelism and Discipleship
• Harvest Baptist Church, Harvest, Ala.; 
Youth and Education
• Covenant Baptist Church, Collierville, 
Tenn.; Youth and Recreation
• Riverside Baptist Church, Evans, Ga.; 
Associate Pastor of Worship and Youth
• Highland Baptist Church, West Monroe, 
La.; Youth and College

Other
Full-time
• Arkansas Department of Corrections, 
Grady, Ark.; Chaplain
• Bon Air Baptist Church, Richmond, Va.; 
Education
• Bridgeway Church, Alpharetta, Ga.; 
Recreation

Be a Consultant
	 Cornerstone Consultant Ministries, 
LLC of Alexandria, La., is a Christian-
based organization established to provide 
churches and religious organizations 
resources to meet their specific needs. CCM 
needs individuals that will make contact 
with churches in south Louisiana and south 
Mississippi to offer the churches a new 
product that allows their church members 
to make contact with other church 
members when products and services are 
needed.
	 The work schedule to make these 
contacts is flexible and can be molded 
around seminary classes and family time.  
For more information, contact Andy 
Wiggins in the Church-Minister Relations 
office at NOBTS.




