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This Catalog is intended to describe the Seminary, its programs, and
its life. It is not a contract. The Seminary retains the right to change
programs, policies, courses, schedules, teachers, requirements, and
all other aspects of its ministry at any time.

The 2018-2019 Session

The one hundredth year of the New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary will begin on August 1, 2018, and will continue through
July 31, 2019. Included are thirty-one school weeks, beginning
August 20, 2018, and concluding May 16, 2019.
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INTRODUCTION

Dear Student,

Welcome to God’s gymnasium! Both the opportunities for spreading the gospel to the ends
of the earth and the challenges facing God’s people in local churches and other ministries have
never been greater. This seminary is designed to be a place to prepare you to maximize your
Great Commission opportunities and lead those who follow Jesus through the challenges they
are facing. For this to happen we intend to expand your spiritual knowledge, enhance your

ministry skills, and enlarge your faith. It will be a rigorous journey, but one that will better
prepare you for what lies ahead. Here is how we will do this.

You are becoming part of a community. We come from a variety of backgrounds, but we
all share the same passion: fulfilling the Great Commission and the Great Commandments
through the local church and its ministries. We have no faculty lounges. In New Orleans
most of our faculty live on campus, sharing the same playgrounds and facilities with student
and staff families. We are partners in the call to ministry, and you will forever be a member

of the NOBTS community, be it on campus, at an extension center, or online. Having an

NOBTS President Chuck Kelley unparalleled access to faculty outside the classroom is one of the distinctive experiences of

being a student in this place. Who you get to know will become as important to you as what

you learn. The seminary experience always includes a variety of challenges, many of them unexpected. Those challenges we will face
together, and doing so makes us a family.

You are coming to a church place. We place a premium on church and ministry experience when we hire faculty. You will find professors
with a very high level of scholarly ability, but also with a deep understanding of the realities of the church and mission field. Most of
the faculty served on the staff of local churches before they came to teach. We regularly use adjunct teachers to keep the flow of what is
happening now on the field into our curriculum. We have professors throughout the faculty who have been church planters. We have
missionaries who have taken the gospel into other cultures in most of the disciplines we teach. You will be intellectually challenged,
but you will also be immersed in the nuts and bolts of ministry skills. We make ministry experiences a part of your training because
we want to make sure you are able to connect the dots between what you know and what you are able to do in your Kingdom service.

You are entering into a covenant. The faculty will bring the very best of all that they have learned into every course you take. You
will be pushed to read, think, and analyze. The combination of their teaching efforts and your learning efforts will produce a deeper
understanding of God’s Word and its applications to ministry in today’s world. In addition our faculty has a passionate commitment
to doing all that they are able to do to keep your training accessible. You will have access to classes on campus and off. You will be
able to earn credit via the internet. Some classes meet regularly, but others meet only occasionally. We offer seminary training to you
in a variety of ways so that you can find the way that best fits your calling and your circumstances. In the course of their studies, many
students experience life changes that were not anticipated. We build flexibility into our system, so that whatever turns your life may
take, you will be able to finish what God told you to start.

When the day comes (and it will) that you complete your training, it is our deepest prayer that you will leave God’s gymnasium with
a stronger faith, a more enlightened mind, and a higher level of skills for Kingdom service. The road will not be easy, but it will be
productive. May God bless each step of your journey!

Yours and His,

Kok palley )

Charles S. Kelley, Jr.
President, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
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ANSWERING GOD'S CALL
—

Our Mission
The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great Commission
and the Great Commandments through the local
church and its ministries.

Our Core Values
Doctrinal Integrity
Knowing that the Bible is the Word of God, we believe it,
teach it, proclaim it, and submit to it. Our confessional

commitments are outlined in the Articles of Religious
Belief and the Baptist Faith and Message 2000.

Spiritual Vitality
We are a worshiping community emphasizing both
personal spirituality and gathering together as a Seminary
family for the praise and adoration of God and
instruction in His Word.

Mission Focus
We are not here merely to get an education or to give one.
We are here to change the world by fulfilling the Great
Commission and the Great Commandments through
the local church and its ministries.

Characteristic Excellence
What we do, we do to the utmost of our abilities and
resources as a testimony to the glory of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

Servant Leadership
We follow the model of Jesus and exert leadership and
influence through the nurture and encouragement of
those around us.

Our Target: Healthy Churches
The health of a seminary is determined by the health
of the churches its graduates lead.

Seminary in Brief

Denominational Affiliation

* New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is an entity of
the Southern Baptist Convention and is given significant
funding by the Cooperative Program.

Doctrinal Commitments

* All the faculty members of New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary subscribe to the Articles of Religious
Belief and the Baptist Faith and Message 2000.

Funding and Endowment

* The budget for the 2018-2019 academic year is is $23.4
million, with a significant percentage provided by the SBC
Cooperative Program. The support of the Cooperative
Program is an annual allocation equal to the income of
over $130 million dollars of endowment. The Cooperative
Program is the financial lifeline of the Seminary.

* The Seminary endowment is more than $60 million.

Accreditation

* New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges to award associate, baccalaureate,
master, and doctorate degrees. Contact the Commission
on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia
30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the

accreditation of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.

* Asa part of the Seminary, Leavell College is authorized to
offer certificates, associate degrees and baccalaureate degrees.

* Leavell College of the New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary has authorization to operate in the State of Florida
under Florida statute 246.083

* New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary has met the
requirements for exemption from applicable Georgia law as
a religious institution.

» Complaint Policy for Students Receiving VA Education
Benefits. Any complaint against the school should be routed
through the VA GI Bill Feedback System by going to the
following link: htzp:/fwww. benefits.va.gov/GIBILL/Feedback.
asp. The VA will then follow up through the appropriate
channels to investigate the complaint and resolve it
satisfactorily.

Enrollment
* Total student NOBTS/Leavell College enrollment is more
than 3,700, making NOBTS among the largest seminaries
in the world.

How to Contact Us

Main campus address:

3939 Gentilly Blvd.
New Orleans, LA 70126
www.nobts.edu or nobtsfoundation.com

1-800-NOBTS-01 or 504-282-4455




INTRODUCTION

A Message from the Provost

The faculty and administration of Leavell College are committed to
guide and teach you as you become a part of the seminary. We have
a world-class faculty who have the best possible
academic training. They want to get to know you,
and I hope you will take the opportunity to get to
know your faculty while you are in seminary. They

The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to, “equip
leaders to fulfill the Great Commission and the Great
Commandments through the local church and its
ministries.” Everything we do is geared to fulfilling
that mission. I trust God has called you to Leavell

College to join us in that mission. We are excited . . i )
desire to invest deeply in students, and you will be

blessed by them while you are here. The faculty of
Leavell College are deeply involved in local church

ministry. I hope while you are gaining the tools

about what God is doing here, and I'm glad you are
going to be a part of it.

The Leavell College faculty have prayerfully designed

. . ) . for ministry you will get involved in some sort of
a curriculum that will equip you for a variety of Y 8

ministry wherever you are. Don’t wait until you
graduate to begin to do what God has called you
to do.

ministries. While you are here, let me encourage you
to approach each class as more than a requirement for
adegree. God has called you to study here, so do your
very best. If you'll approach each class seeking to find

what God has for you, God will honor your efforts. Dr. Norris Grubbs

One of my favorite parts about Leavell College is the community. Let Provost

me encourage you to get to know your fellow students as you study.
Some of your best friends in ministry will be people you meet during
your time at Leavell College. Take advantage of this time God is giving
you to develop friendships which can encourage you in ministry for
the rest of your life. Find some friends who will pray for you and allow
you to pray for them as you seek God together.
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Historical Sketch

Founded for Mission

Established in 1917, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
was actually the fulfillment of a century-old dream of Baptists to reach
the city of New Orleans (then one of the largest cities in America,
with a well-deserved reputation as a “sin city”) and to establish a
missionary training school at the gateway to Latin America. In
1914, P. 1. Lipsey, editor of the Mississippi Baptist Record, in an
impassioned editorial favoring the creation of a theological school in
New Orleans, wrote, “A seminary (in New Orleans) would plant the
Baptist cause in this city in a way that would immediately command
the attention and the respect of all. It would be planting the siege
guns at the enemies’ gates.” NOBTS was voted into being by the
Southern Baptist Convention in 1917 as messengers met in New
Orleans for their annual meeting, New Orleans Seminary was the first
theological institution to be created by direct action of the Southern
Baptist Convention. Originally named Baptist Bible Institute, the
name was changed to New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
in 1946.

Growth and Expansion

Following unanimous SBC approval in 1917, the institute
opened its first session in October 1918 under the leadership of
Byron H. DeMent, who served as president of the Baptist Bible
Institute from 1917 to 1928.

Others who have served as president of the school are William
H. Hamilton Sr. (1928-42); Duke K. McCall (1943-46); Roland
Q. Leavell (1946-58); H. Leo Eddleman (1959-70); Grady C.
Cothen (1970-74); and Landrum P. Leavell II, nephew of Roland
Leavell (1974-95).

In 1996, Dr. Charles S. “Chuck” Kelley Jr. of Beaumont, Texas,
was elected unanimously as the Seminary’s eighth president. Prior
to his election he had served at the Seminary as the director of the
Seminary’s Leavell Center for Evangelism and Church Health, and
for 13 years as the Roland Q. Leavell Professor of Evangelism.

From its beginning until 1953, the school was located at
1220 Washington Avenue, in the heart of the Garden District
of residential New Orleans. During the presidency of Roland
Q. Leavell, the current campus at 3939 Gentilly Boulevard was
purchased in 1947. The landmark entrance gates and fence from

the Garden District mansion now are located on the front block of
the Gentilly campus. The current property, once a 75-acre pecan
orchard, has been transformed into a beautiful campus with 12
additional acres and more than 70 buildings.

New Orleans Seminary is accredited to offer degrees on both
the undergraduate and graduate levels: associate, baccalaureate,
master’s, and doctoral. The Seminary is committed to making
quality theological education as accessible and affordable as possible
to as many as possible. Therefore, New Orleans Seminary operates
over a dozen extension center campuses across the Southeast.
Evangelism, missions, and a focus on the local church ministry have
always been at the heart of the educational process for this school.
NOBTS has become one of the largest accredited theological
seminaries in the world, with over 3,500 students. Nearly 20,000
men and women have studied and prepared themselves for ministry

at NOBTS.

The School of Providence and Prayer

From its inception, NOBTS faced significant challenges. Byron
DeMent, in his inaugural address as the first President of the
institution, said, “The Baptist Bible Institute is preeminently a child
of providence and prayer.” Soon afterward, the Seminary faculty
and students struggled through the Great Depression. These were
lean times, and the school continued in existence through great
sacrifice. Through these days, NOBTS has come to be known as
“The School of Providence and Prayer.”

In August 2005, New Orleans Seminary faced one of its most
difficult times — the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Floods resulting
from levee failures left the campus and the city under water. The storm
displaced over 1,000 main campus residents and put a new semester
on hold. Almost immediately, God began a work of redemption in
the life of NOBTS. Over 85 percent of NOBTS students continued
the semester as classes shifted to an online format. Southern Baptists
rushed to the aid of the Seminary family to provide temporary
housing, and they gave donations and volunteer labor sacrificially to
help NOBTS clean and restore the campus and return the Seminary
family to the campus. Classes began again on the restored campus
in Spring 2006.

A Vision for the Future

The Southern Baptist Convention has been plateaued since
1960. The number of baptisms each year in the last decade are
less than the number of baptisms in the 1950s, and many other
statistical categories were down as well. We believe that theological
education can make ministers more effective, and these ministers
can help revitalize plateaued churches. To that end, NOBTS is
dedicated to making theological education as accessible to everyone.
The Seminary has established extension centers strategically located
around the Southeast and has launched the Online Learning Center
to offer internet classes. Our mission is to equip leaders to fulfill
the Great Commission and the Great Commandments through
the local church and its ministries. By training effective leaders to
lead healthy churches, we hope to transform the world through
the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ.



Leavell College History

Honoring the legacy left by George Washington and Corra (Berry)
Leavell and their extended family, New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary trustees voted to change the name of the institution’s
College of Undergraduate Studies to Leavell College in October
2001. The new name recognizes the Leavells’ nine sons and their
families, eight of whom have served in full-time vocational ministry
as pastors, evangelists, missionaries, and denominational leaders
throughout the Southern Baptist Convention. One of the brothers,
Roland Q. Leavell, served as president of the Seminary for 12 years.
Landrum P. Leavell II, nephew of Roland Leavell, served as president
for over 20 years.

Roland Q. Leavell, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary’s
fourth president, began the School of Christian Training in 1954.
The program, devoted to training students who did not have a
college degree, was discontinued a few years after it began. The

“It's our heart's desire that every
graduate of Leavell College and New
Orleans Seminary would go on to have
the kind of world-shaping impact that
these nine boys and their descendents
had on the Southern Baptist
Convention.”

- Dr. Charles S. Kelley, Jr.

dream for this type of school did not die.

In 1976, the Seminary re-activated the School of Christian Training
(later renamed the College of Undergraduate Studies) with the
purpose of offering diploma and associate degree programs. Roland
Leavell’s nephew, Landrum P. Leavell II, was a driving force in
re-establishing and strengthening the School of Christian Training,
Leavell envisioned an accredited college that would offer Christian
education to a greater number of students. In 1992, the Seminary
expanded its undergraduate offerings to include a fully accredited
four-year baccalaureate program.

“As we thought about the mission of our College of Undergraduate
Studies, our trustees made the determination that they wanted the
college to be renamed Leavell College in honor of this wonderful
family,” said Chuck Kelley, NOBTS president. “The [Leavell] boys
became a tremendous force in the Kingdom of God. They literally
gave shape to the Southern Baptist Convention in the early and
middle years of the 20th century.”

When the school was re-established, the school had only 25 to 30
students. Now with more than 1,400 students enrolled, Leavell
College offers a foundational bachelor of arts degree in Christian
ministry but also has certificate-level classes for laypeople, a diploma
program for those without high school diplomas or GEDs, and

INTRODUCTION

fully accredited associate and baccalaureate degrees.

The Leavell Brothers

Years before Leavell College existed, a group of men turned their
hearts to God and were used mightily to change their world. This
group was made up of eight brothers, the Leavell brothers. The
Leavells were raised by godly parents who surrounded their children
by prayer. God found willing hearts in these men who surrendered

themselves for service. They were willing to do whatever God had
called them to do, even if it had never been done before. Desiring
not to be just followers, they became pioneers.

* Frank, one of the brothers, became a pioneer in student ministries

work, eventually serving as the Baptist Student Union leader at
the Baptist Sunday School Board (now LifeWay).

* Another brother, Landrum P, was the first director of the Baptist
Young People’s Union, which eventually became the discipleship
ministry of the local church.

* Roland Q. served as the evangelism director for the Home
Mission Board (now North American Mission Board) and later

became president of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
from 1946-1958.

* Two brothers, George Walne and Ullin Whitney, served as

missionaries in China.

* Leonard O. was a pastor in the Southeast and was the father of
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary’s seventh president,
Landrum P. Leavell, who served from 1975-1994, plus an
additional year as interim president.

* James Berry was an evangelist and pastor who served churches
across the Southeast.

* Clarence Stanley served on the Arkansas state mission board.

* Arnaud Bruce was a dedicated dentist in Hollywood, CA. The
Leavells made a great impact on their generation. Our prayer is that
the graduates of Leavell College will have a similar impact in the

Kingdom of God.
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The Cooperative Program
of the Southern Baptist Convention

The Cooperative Program is a crucial financial lifeline that makes
possible the ministry of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.
The Cooperative Program is a plan that channels the giving of
dedicated Christians in Southern Baptist churches to provide for
the ministries of the Southern Baptist Convention. Each year
approximately $500 million is given through the

40,000 SBC churches to the Cooperative
Program. Of that money, about $300
million is channeled through state Baptist
conventions to provide support for
state and associational Baptist work,
Christian colleges, orphanages, hospitals,
crisis intervention centers, Christian camps,
collegiate ministries, and mission
churches.

The remaining amount of approximately $200 million is distributed
through the SBC Cooperative Program budget to the national
and international ministries of the SBC. Of this amount, the
International Mission Board receives 50 percent, and the North
American Mission Board receives approximately 23 percent.
Approximately 21 percent of the Cooperative Program budget goes
to support the six SBC seminaries. New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary receives approximately 4 percent of the Cooperative Program
budget. The remaining monies (about 5 percent) are distributed to
the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission, the Annuity Board,

Christian Ethics and
Religious Liberty
Ministries

1.65%

Ethics & Religious
Liberty Commission

World Missions -
Ministries
72.79%

International Mission Board 50%
North American Mission Board 22.79%

SBC COOPERATIVE PROGRAM ALLOCATION

the SBC Historical Library and Archives, the SBC Foundation, and
the SBC Executive Committee.

The Cooperative Program provides almost $9 million annually, or
the equivalent of the income from an endowment of over $130
million, to New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary each year.
This Cooperative Program funding provides almost half of the
annual budget of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. In
essence, the Cooperative Program provides each full-time Southern
Baptist student a scholarship of about
$4,200 a year.

'( The Cooperative Program was designed

' in 1925 as an alternative to the “society
method,” in which each society or ministry
sends a representative to local churches for
a special offering. Unfortunately,

chEM”VE PMMM in the “society method” the largest

offerings go to the ministries with the

most effective speakers, not necessarily

to the greatest priorities and needs. Also, in the “society method”

missionaries must leave their field of ministry to raise money

from the churches, rather than having a steady and secure income
provided through the Cooperative Program.

The Cooperative Program has proven to be the most effective means
of reaching the world for Christ. Each year over 800,000 persons
come to faith in Christ through the ministries of the Southern
Baptist Convention.

Theological Education
Ministries
22.16%

Seminaries 21.92%
Historical Library
& Archives .24%

Facilitating
Ministries
3.40%

SBC Operating Budget (Basic) 3.40%
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Doctrinal Commitments
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is a confessional Seminary. Our faculty subscribe to the NOBTS Aticles of
Religious Belief and the Baptist Faith and Message 2000.

Articles of Religious Belief
Subscribed to by the Faculty of
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

Article | - Sole Authority of Scriptures.

We believe that the Bible is the Word of God in the highest and
fullest sense, and is the unrivalled authority in determining the faith
and practice of God’s people; that the sixty-six books of the Bible are
divinely and uniquely inspired, and that they have come down to us
substantially as they were under inspiration written. These Scriptures
reveal all that is necessary for us to know of God’s plan of redemption
and human duty. We deny the inspiration of other books, ancient or
modern, and exalt the Bible to an unchallenged throne in our confidence.
These Scriptures do not require the authorized interpretation of any
church, or council, but are divinely intended for personal study and
interpretation, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Article Il - One Triune God Who Is

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

We believe in one and only true and living God, the Creator and
Sustainer of all things, who is infinite, eternal and unchangeable
in every spiritual excellence, and who is revealed to us as Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, three in one and one in three, as the essential
mode of His existence. The Father is the Head of the Trinity, into
whose hands finally the Kingdom shall be given up. The Son is
the promised Messiah of the Old Testament, Jesus Christ who
was born of the Virgin Mary, given to reveal God, died to redeem
man, rose from the dead to justify the believer, is now at the right
hand of God as our Advocate and Intercessor, and at the time the
Father keeps in His own power, He will return in visible, personal
and bodily form for the final overthrow of sin, the triumph of His
people and the judgment of the world.

The Holy Spirit is a Person who has been sent from God to convict
the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment, to regenerate and
cleanse from sin, and to teach, guide, strengthen, and perfect the believer.

Article 1l - Satan and Sinful Man.

We believe that man was created innocent, but that being tempted
by Satan, he sinned, and thereafter all men have been born in sin,
and are by nature children of wrath. The original tempter was Satan,
the personal devil, who with his angels has been since carrying on
his work of iniquity among the nations of the earth. The essence
of sin is non-conformity to the will of God, and its end is eternal
separation from God.

Article IV - Christ, God's Way of Atonement.

We believe that a way has been provided whereby men born in sin
may be reconciled to God. That Way is Jesus Christ, whose death
atoned for our sin, and through union with Him we become partakers
of His merits, and escape the condemnation of God’s holy law. The
atonement becomes personally effective through the foreordination
and the grace of God, and the free choice and faith of man.

Article V - Christ, the Only Savior From Sin,

Without Whom Men Are Condemned.

We believe that apart from Jesus Christ there is no salvation.
He is the only and all-sufficient Savior of sinners, irrespective of
natural talents, family connection, or national distinction. All men
are under condemnation through personal sin, and escape from
condemnation comes only to those who hear and accept the gospel.
The heathen, then, are under condemnation just as well as those
who hear and reject the gospel, for they are sinners by both nature
and practice. The pressing and inviolable obligation rests upon
every church and individual to present the gospel to all men, that
to all men may come the means of eternal life. Unless we proclaim
the gospel we shall suffer loss, not only in this life, but in the day
when we render to God the account of our stewardship.

Article VI - Conversion Includes Repentance,

Faith, Regeneration and Justification.

W believe that the Christian life begins with conversion. Conversion
has several aspects, including repentance, faith, regeneration, and
justification. Repentance implies a deep and sincere change of thinking,
feeling, and willing toward sin and God, and faith is the surrender of
the entire personality, thought, feeling, and volition to Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord. Regeneration is the act of the Holy Spirit by which
the sinner is born again, and his whole being is radically changed so
that the believer becomes a new creation in Christ Jesus. Justification
is the judicial act of God by which the sinner is declared forgiven and
freed from the condemnation of his sin, on the ground of the perfect
righteousness of Christ, imputed by grace through faith. The life begun
in regeneration is never lost, but by the grace and power of God, and
the faith and cooperation of the believer is constantly brought nearer to
that state of perfect holiness which we shall experience finally in heaven.

Article VII - Final Resurrection of All Men.

We believe in the final resurrection of all men, both the just and
the unjust; and that those who here believe unto salvation shall be
raised to everlasting life, while those who here disbelieve shall be
raised to everlasting condemnation.

Article VIII - A New Testament Church Is a Body of
Baptized Believers, Observing Ordinances of Baptism
and the Lord’s Supper.

We believe that a New Testament Church is a voluntary assembly,
or association of baptized believers in Christ covenanted together
to follow the teachings of the New Testament in doctrine, worship,
and practice. We believe there are only two Church ordinances —
baptism and the Lord’s Supper — and that a church, as a democratic
organization, is served by only two types of officers — pastors or
bishops, and deacons. We believe that saved believers are the only
scriptural subjects of baptism, and that immersion, or dipping, or
burial, in water, and resurrection therefrom is the only scriptural
act of baptism. We believe that the Lord’s Supper is the partaking
by the church of bread and wine, as a memorial of the Lord’s death,
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and our expectation of His return. The bread typifies His body; the
wine typifies His blood. We deny the actual presence of His body
and blood in the bread and wine.

Article IX - Lord's Day and Christian Support of Civil
Government. We believe that the Christian Sabbath, or Lord’s
Day, should be observed as a day of rest and Christian service in
memory of the resurrection of Christ, and as a means of Christian
development and usefulness. We believe in civil government as of
divine appointment, in the complete separation of church and state,
and in the universal right to civil and religious liberty.

Article X - Baptist Loyalty to Distinctive Baptist Doctrines.
We believe that Baptists stand for vital and distinctive truths, to
many of which other denominations do not adhere, and that
we cannot compromise these truths without disloyalty to the
Scriptures and our Lord. We believe that we should cooperate with
other denominations in so far as such cooperation does not affect
these truths, but no union with them is possible, except on the basis
of acceptance in full of the plain teachings of the Word of God.

The Baptist Faith and Message 2000
Report of the Baptist Faith and Message Study Commitee

Baptists are a people of deep beliefs and cherished doctrines.
Throughout our history we have been a confessional people, adopting
statements of faith as a witness to our beliefs and a pledge of our
faithfulness to the doctrines revealed in Holy Scripture.

Our confessions of faith are rooted in historical precedent, as the
church in every age has been called upon to define and defend its
beliefs. Each generation of Christians bears the responsibility of
guarding the treasury of truth that has been entrusted to us [2
Timothy 1:14]. Facing a new century, Southern Baptists must meet
the demands and duties of the present hour.

New challenges to faith appear in every age. A pervasive antisuper-naturalism
in the culture was answered by Southern Baptists in 1925, when the
Baptist Faith and Message was first adopted by this Convention. In
1963, Southern Baptists responded to assaults upon the authority and
truthfulness of the Bible by adopting revisions to the Baptist Faith and
Message. The Convention added an article on “The Family” in 1998, thus
answering cultural confusion with the clear teachings of Scripture. Now,
faced with a culture hostile to the very notion of truth, this generation
of Baptists must claim anew the eternal truths of the Christian faith.

Your committee respects and celebrates the heritage of the Baptist
Faith and Message, and affirms the decision of the Convention in
1925 to adopt the New Hampshire Confession of Faith, “revised
at certain points and with some additional articles growing out of
certain needs . . . .” We also respect the important contributions
of the 1925 and 1963 editions of the Baptist Faith and Message.

With the 1963 committee, we have been guided in our work by
the 1925 “statement of the historic Baptist conception of the
nature and function of confessions of faith in our religious and
denominational life . . . . It is, therefore, quoted in full as a part
of this report to the Convention:

10

(1) That they constitute a consensus of opinion of some Baptist
body, large or small, for the general instruction and guidance of our
own people and others concerning those articles of the Christian
faith which are most surely held among us. They are not intended to
add anything to the simple conditions of salvation revealed in the
New Testament, viz., repentance toward God and faith in Jesus
Christ as Saviour and Lord.

(2) That we do not regard them as complete statements of our faith,
having any quality of finality or infallibility. As in the past so in the
future, Baptists should hold themselves free to revise their statements
of faith as may seem to them wise and expedient at any time.

(3) That any group of Baptists, large or small, have the inherent
right to draw up for themselves and publish to the world a confession
of their faith whenever they may think it advisable to do so.

(4) That the sole authority for faith and practice among Baptists is
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. Confessions are only
guides in interpretation, having no authority over the conscience.

(5) That they are statements of religious convictions, drawn from
the Scriptures, and are not to be used to hamper freedom of thought
or investigation in other realms of life. Baptists cherish and defend
religious liberty, and deny the right of any secular or religious
authority to impose a confession of faith upon a church or body
of churches. We honor the principles of soul competency and the
priesthood of believers, affirming together both our liberty in Christ
and our accountability to each other under the Word of God.

Baptist churches, associations, and general bodies have adopted
confessions of faith as a witness to the world, and as instruments of
doctrinal accountability. We are not embarrassed to state before the
world that these are doctrines we hold precious and as essential to
the Baptist tradition of faith and practice.

As a committee, we have been charged to address the “certain needs” of
our own generation. In an age increasingly hostile to Christian truth, our
challenge is to express the truth as revealed in Scripture, and to bear witness

to Jesus Christ, who is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life.”

The 1963 committee rightly sought to identify and affirm “certain
definite doctrines that Baptists believe, cherish, and with which
they have been and are now closely identified.” Our living faith is
established upon eternal truths. “Thus this generation of Southern
Baptists is in historic succession of intent and purpose as it endeavors
to state for its time and theological climate those articles of the
Christian faith which are most surely held among us.”

It is the purpose of this statement of faith and message to set forth
certain teachings which we believe.
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I. The Scriptures

The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God’s
revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine
instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and
truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. Therefore, all
Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the principles
by which God judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to
the end of the world, the true center of Christian union, and
the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and
religious opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a testimony
to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine revelation.

Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms
19:7-10; 119:11,89,105,140; Isaiah 34:16; 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16;
36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39;
16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16fF; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2
Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21.

Il. God

There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent,
spiritual, and personal Being, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and
Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness and all other
perfections. God is all powerful and all knowing; and His perfect
knowledge extends to all things, past, present, and future, including
the future decisions of His free creatures. To Him we owe the highest
love, reverence, and obedience. The eternal triune God reveals
Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with distinct personal
attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or being.

A. God the Father

God as Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His
creatures, and the flow of the stream of human history according to
the purposes of His grace. He is all powerful, all knowing, all loving,
and all wise. God is Father in truth to those who become children of
God through faith in Jesus Christ. He is fatherly in His attitude

toward all men.

Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:111F.; 20:14F; Leviticus
22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6; 1 Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 19:1-3;
Isaiah 43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10; 17:13; Matthew 6:9F.; 7:11;
23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-8; Acts
1:7; Romans 8:14-15; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians
4:6; Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6; 12:9; 1 Peter
1:17; 1 John 5:7.

B. God the Son

Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ
He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God, taking upon Himself
human nature with its demands and necessities and identifying
Himself completely with mankind yet without sin. He honored the
divine law by His personal obedience, and in His substitutionary
death on the cross He made provision for the redemption of men
from sin. He was raised from the dead with a glorified body and
appeared to His disciples as the person who was with them before
His crucifixion. He ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the

right hand of God where He is the One Mediator, fully God, fully
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man, in whose Person is effected the reconciliation between God
and man. He will return in power and glory to judge the world and
to consummate His redemptive mission. He now dwells in all
believers as the living and ever present Lord.

Genesis 18:1fF.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1fF.; Isaiah 7:14; 53; Matthew
1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29; 11:27; 14:33; 16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-
6,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70; 24:46; John 1:1-
18,29; 10:30,38; 11:25-27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28;
17:1-5, 21-22; 20:1-20,28; Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:4-5,20;
Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-3,34; 10:4; 1 Corinthians
1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9; Galatians
4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians
1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16;
Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-28;
12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 5:9;
2 John 7-9; Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16.

C. God the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine. He inspired holy
men of old to write the Scriptures. Through illumination He
enables men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. He convicts
men of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. He calls men to the
Saviour, and effects regeneration. At the moment of regeneration
He baptizes every believer into the Body of Christ. He cultivates
Christian character, comforts believers, and bestows the spiritual
gifts by which they serve God through His church. He seals the
believer unto the day of final redemption. His presence in the
Christian is the guarantee that God will bring the believer into
the fullness of the stature of Christ. He enlightens and empowers
the believer and the church in worship, evangelism, and service.

Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11; 139:7fF; Isaiah
61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Matthew 1:18; 3:16; 4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19;
Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19; 11:13; 12:12; 24:49; John
4:24; 14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31; 5:3;
6:3; 7:55; 8:17,39; 10:44; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6; Romans
8:9-11,14-16,26-27; 1 Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13;
Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:19;
1 Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2 Timothy 1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14; 2
Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7; Revelation 1:10; 22:17.

lll. Man

Man is the special creation of God, made in His own image. He
created them male and female as the crowning work of His creation.
The gift of gender is thus part of the goodness of God’s creation. In
the beginning man was innocent of sin and was endowed by his
Creator with freedom of choice. By his free choice man sinned against
God and brought sin into the human race. Through the temptation
of Satan man transgressed the command of God, and fell from his
original innocence whereby his posterity inherit a nature and an
environment inclined toward sin. Therefore, as soon as they are
capable of moral action, they become transgressors and are under
condemnation. Only the grace of God can bring man into His holy
fellowship and enable man to fulfill the creative purpose of God.
The sacredness of human personality is evident in that God created
man in His own image, and in that Christ died for man; therefore,
every person of every race possesses full dignity and is worthy of
respect and Christian love.
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Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7,18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms 1; 8:3-6; 32:1-5;
51:5; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah 17:5; Matthew 16:26; Acts 17:26-31;
Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18,23; 5:6,12,19; 6:6; 7:14-25; 8:14-
18,29; 1 Corinthians 1:21-31; 15:19,21-22; Ephesians 2:1-22;
Colossians 1:21-22; 3:9-11.

IV. Salvation

Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered
freely to all who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, who by His
own blood obtained eternal redemption for the believer. In its
broadest sense salvation includes regeneration, justification,
sanctification, and glorification. There is no salvation apart from
personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord.

A. Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God’s grace whereby
believers become new creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of
heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through conviction of sin, to
which the sinner responds in repentance toward God and faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Repentance and faith are inseparable
experiences of grace. Repentance is a genuine turning from
sin toward God. Faith is the acceptance of Jesus Christ and
commitment of the entire personality to Him as Lord and
Saviour.

B. Justification is God’s gracious and full acquittal upon principles
of His righteousness of all sinners who repent and believe in Christ.
Justification brings the believer unto a relationship of peace and

favor with God.

C. Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by
which the believer is set apart to God’s purposes, and is enabled
to progress toward moral and spiritual maturity through the
presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him. Growth
in grace should continue throughout the regenerate personss life.

D.Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the final
blessed and abiding state of the redeemed.

Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 16:21-
26; 27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-32; John 1:11-14,29; 3:3-
21,36; 5:24; 10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 15:11;
16:30-31; 17:30-31; 20:32; Romans 1:16-18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3fF;
5:8-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1
Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20;
Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-
16; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1{f.; 1 Thessalonians
5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9;
9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John
1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5.

V. God’s Purpose of Grace

Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He
regenerates, justifies, sanctifies, and glorifies sinners. It is consistent
with the free agency of man, and comprehends all the means in
connection with the end. It is the glorious display of God’s sovereign
goodness, and is infinitely wise, holy, and unchangeable. It excludes
boasting and promotes humility.
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All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted
in Christ, and sanctified by His Spirit, will never fall away from the
state of grace, but shall persevere to the end. Believers may fall into
sin through neglect and temptation, whereby they grieve the Spirit,
impair their graces and comforts, and bring reproach on the cause of
Christ and temporal judgments on themselves; yet they shall be
kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22; Isaiah 5:1-7;
Jeremiah 31:31ff;; Matthew 16:18-19; 21:28-45; 24:22,31; 25:34;
Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24:44-48; John 1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24;
6:44-45,65;10:27-29; 15:165 17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32; Romans 5:9-
10; 8:28-39; 10:12-15; 11:5-7,26-36; 1 Corinthians 1:1-2; 15:24-28;
Ephesians 1:4-23; 2:1-10; 3:1-11; Colossians 1:12-14; 2 Thessalonians
2:13-14; 2 Timothy 1:12;2:10,19; Hebrews 11:39-12:2; James 1:12;
1 Peter 1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1 John 1:7-9; 2:19; 3:2.

VI. The Church

A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is an autonomous
local congregation of baptized believers, associated by covenant in
the faith and fellowship of the gospel; observing the two ordinances
of Christ, governed by His laws, exercising the gifts, rights, and
privileges invested in them by His Word, and seeking to extend the
gospel to the ends of the earth. Each congregation operates under
the Lordship of Christ through democratic processes. In such a
congregation each member is responsible and accountable to Christ
as Lord. Its scriptural officers are pastors and deacons. While both
men and women are gifted for service in the church, the office of
pastor is limited to men as qualified by Scripture.

The New Testament speaks also of the church as the Body of Christ
which includes all of the redeemed of all the ages, believers from
every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation.

Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47; 5:11-14; 6:3-6; 13:1-3;
14:23,27; 15:1-30; 16:5; 20:28; Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16;
5:4-5;7:17; 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11,21; 5:22-
32; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:18; 1 Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15; 4:14;
Hebrews 11:39-40; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3.

VII. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper

Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience
symbolizing the believer’s faith in a crucified, buried, and
risen Saviour, the believer’s death to sin, the burial of the old
life, and the resurrection to walk in newness of life in Christ
Jesus. It is a testimony to his faith in the final resurrection of
the dead. Being a church ordinance, it is pre- requisite to the
privileges of church membership and to the Lord’s Supper.

The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic act of obedience whereby members
of the church, through partaking of the bread and the fruit of the
vine, memorialize the death of the Redeemer and anticipate His
second coming.

Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; 14:22-26;
Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20; John 3:23; Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-
33; 20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 10:16,21; 11:23-29;
Colossians 2:12.



VIII. The Lord’s Day

The first day of the week is the Lord’s Day. It is a Christian institution
for regular observance. It commemorates the resurrection of Christ
from the dead and should include exercises of worship and spiritual
devotion, both public and private. Activities on the Lord’s Day
should be commensurate with the Christian’s conscience under the

Lordship of Jesus Christ.

Exodus 20:8-11; Matthew 12:1-12; 28:1f.; Mark 2:27-28; 16:1-
7; Luke 24:1-3,33-36; John 4:21-24; 20:1,19-28; Acts 20:7;
Romans 14:5-10; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; Colossians 2:16; 3:16;
Revelation 1:10.

IX. The Kingdom

The Kingdom of God includes both His general sovereignty over
the universe and His particular kingship over men who willfully
acknowledge Him as King. Particularly the Kingdom is the realm of
salvation into which men enter by trustful, childlike commitment to
Jesus Christ. Christians ought to pray and to labor that the Kingdom
may come and God’s will be done on earth. The full consummation
of the Kingdom awaits the return of Jesus Christ and the end of
this age.

Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Matthew 3:2; 4:8-10,23;
12:25-28; 13:1-52; 25:31-46; 26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 9:1; Luke
4:43; 8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32; 17:20-21; 23:42; John 3:3; 18:36; Acts
1:6-7; 17:22-31; Romans 5:17; 8:19; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28;
Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 11:10,16; 12:28; 1 Peter 2:4-10;
4:13; Revelation 1:6,9; 5:10; 11:15; 21-22.

X. Last Things

God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to
itsappropriate end. According to His promise, Jesus Christ will return
personally and visibly in glory to the earth; the dead will be raised;
and Christ will judge all men in righteousness. The unrighteous will
be consigned to Hell, the place of everlasting punishment. The
righteous in their resurrected and glorified bodies will receive their
reward and will dwell forever in Heaven with the Lord.

Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28; 24:27,30,36,44;
25:31-46; 26:64; Mark 8:38; 9:43-48; Luke 12:40,48; 16:19-26;
17:22-37;21:27-28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11; 17:31; Romans 14:10;
1 Corinthians 4:5; 15:24-28,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians
3:20-21; Colossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 5:1fFf.; 2
Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8; Titus
2:13; Hebrews 9:27-28; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7fF.; 1 John 2:28; 3:2;
Jude 14; Revelation 1:18; 3:11; 20:1-22:13.

XI. Evangelism and Missions

It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every
church of the Lord Jesus Christ to endeavor to make disciples of all
nations. The new birth of man’s spirit by God’s Holy Spirit means
the birth of love for others. Missionary effort on the part of all rests
thus upon a spiritual necessity of the regenerate life, and is expressly
and repeatedly commanded in the teachings of Christ. The Lord
Jesus Christ has commanded the preaching of the gospel to all nations.
It is the duty of every child of God to seek constantly to win the lost
to Christ by verbal witness undergirded by a Christian lifestyle, and
by other methods in harmony with the gospel of Christ.
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Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 9:37-38;
10:5-15; 13:18-30, 37-43; 16:19; 22:9-10; 24:14; 28:18-20; Luke
10:1-18; 24:46-53; John 14:11-12; 15:7-8,16; 17:15; 20:21; Acts
1:8; 2; 8:26-40; 10:42-48; 13:2-3; Romans 10:13-15; Ephesians
3:1-11; 1 Thessalonians 1:8; 2 Timothy 4:5; Hebrews 2:1-3; 11:39-
12:2; 1 Peter 2:4-10; Revelation 22:17.

XIl. Education

Christianity is the faith of enlightenment and intelligence. In Jesus
Christ abide all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. All sound
learning is, therefore, a part of our Christian heritage. The new birth
opensall human faculties and creates a thirst for knowledge. Moreover,
the cause of education in the Kingdom of Christ is co-ordinate with
the causes of missions and general benevolence, and should receive
along with these the liberal support of the churches. An adequate
system of Christian education is necessary to a complete spiritual
program for Christ’s people.

In Christian education there should be a proper balance between
academic freedom and academic responsibility. Freedom in any
orderly relationship of human life is always limited and never absolute.
The freedom of a teacher in a Christian school, college, or seminary
is limited by the pre-eminence of Jesus Christ, by the authoritative
nature of the Scriptures, and by the distinct purpose for which the
school exists.

Deuteronomy 4:1,5,9,14; 6:1-10; 31:12-13; Nehemiah 8:1-8; Job
28:28; Psalms 19:7ff.; 119:11; Proverbs 3:13ff.; 4:1-10; 8:1-7,11;
15:14; Ecclesiastes 7:19; Matthew 5:2; 7:24fF.; 28:19-20; Luke
2:40; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Ephesians 4:11-16; Philippians 4:8;
Colossians 2:3,8-9; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:14-17;
Hebrews 5:12-6:3; James 1:5; 3:17.

Xlll. Stewardship

God is the source of all blessings, temporal and spiritual; all that we
have and are we owe to Him. Christians have a spiritual debtorship
to the whole world, a holy trusteeship in the gospel, and a binding
stewardship in their possessions. They are therefore under obligation
to serve Him with their time, talents, and material possessions;
and should recognize all these as entrusted to them to use for the
glory of God and for helping others. According to the Scriptures,
Christians should contribute of their means cheerfully, regularly,
systematically, proportionately, and liberally for the advancement
of the Redeemer’s cause on earth.

Genesis 14:20; Leviticus 27:30-32; Deuteronomy 8:18; Malachi
3:8-12; Matthew 6:1-4,19-21; 19:21; 23:23; 25:14-29; Luke
12:16-21,42; 16:1-13; Acts 2:44-47; 5:1-11; 17:24-25; 20:35;
Romans 6:6-22; 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 4:1-2; 6:19-20; 12; 16:1-
4; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 12:15; Philippians 4:10-19; 1 Peter 1:18-19.

XIV. Cooperation

Christ’s people should, as occasion requires, organize such associations
and conventions as may best secure cooperation for the great objects
of the Kingdom of God. Such organizations have no authority over
one another or over the churches. They are voluntary and advisory
bodies designed to elicit, combine, and direct the energies of our
people in the most effective manner. Members of New Testament
churches should cooperate with one another in carrying forward the

13



DOCTRINAL COMMITMENTS

missionary, educational, and benevolent ministries for the extension
of Christ’s Kingdom. Christian unity in the New Testament sense is
spiritual harmony and voluntary cooperation for common ends by
various groups of Christ’s people. Cooperation is desirable between the
various Christian denominations, when the end to be attained is
itself justified, and when such cooperation involves no violation of
conscience or compromise of loyalty to Christ and His Word as
revealed in the New Testament.

Exodus 17:12; 18:17F; Judges 7:21; Ezra 1:3-4; 2:68-69; 5:14-
15; Nehemiah 4; 8:1-5; Matthew 10:5-15; 20:1-16; 22:1-10;
28:19-20; Mark 2:3; Luke 10:1F,; Acts 1:13-14; 2:1f,; 4:31-37;
13:2-3; 15:1-35; 1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 3:5-15; 12; 2 Corinthians
8-9; Galatians 1:6-10; Ephesians 4:1-16; Philippians 1:15-18.

XV. The Christian and the Social Order

All Christians are under obligation to seek to make the will of Christ
supreme in our own lives and in human society. Means and methods used
for the improvement of society and the establishment of righteousness
among men can be truly and permanenty helpful only when they
are rooted in the regeneration of the individual by the saving grace of
God in Jesus Christ. In the spirit of Christ, Christians should oppose
racism, every form of greed, selfishness, and vice, and all forms of sexual
immorality, including adultery, homosexuality, and pornography. We
should work to provide for the orphaned, the needy, the abused, the aged,
the helpless, and the sick. We should speak on behalf of the unborn and
contend for the sanctity of all human life from conception to natural
death. Every Christian should seck to bring industry, government, and
society as a whole under the sway of the principles of righteousness, truth,
and brotherly love. In order to promote these ends Christians should be
ready to work with all men of good will in any good cause, always being
careful to act in the spirit of love without compromising their loyalty
to Christ and His truth.

Exodus 20:3-17; Leviticus 6:2-5; Deuteronomy 10:12; 27:17;
Psalm 101:5; Micah 6:8; Zechariah 8:16; Matthew 5:13-16,
43-48; 22:36-40; 25:35; Mark 1:29-34; 2:3f.; 10:21; Luke 4:18-
21; 10:27-37; 20:25; John 15:12; 17:15; Romans 12-14;
1 Corinthians 5:9-10; 6:1-7; 7:20-24; 10:23-11:1; Galatians 3:26-
28; Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:12-17; 1 Thessalonians 3:12;
Philemon; James 1:27; 2:8.

XVI. Peace and War

It is the duty of Christians to seek peace with all men on principles
of righteousness. In accordance with the spirit and teachings of
Christ they should do all in their power to put an end to war.

The true remedy for the war spirit is the gospel of our Lord. The
supreme need of the world is the acceptance of His teachings in
all the affairs of men and nations, and the practical application of
His law of love. Christian people throughout the world should
pray for the reign of the Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 2:4; Matthew 5:9,38-48; 6:33; 26:52; Luke 22:36,38;
Romans 12:18-19; 13:1-7; 14:19; Hebrews 12:14; James 4:1-2.

XVII. Religious Liberty
God alone is Lord of the conscience, and He has left it free from the
doctrines and commandments of men which are contrary to His

Word or not contained in it. Church and state should be separate.
The state owes to every church protection and full freedom in the
pursuit of its spiritual ends. In providing for such freedom no
ecclesiastical group or denomination should be favored by the state
more than others. Civil government being ordained of God, it is the
duty of Christians to render loyal obedience thereto in all things
not contrary to the revealed will of God. The church should not
resort to the civil power to carry on its work. The gospel of Christ
contemplates spiritual means alone for the pursuit of its ends. The
state has no right to impose penalties for religious opinions of any
kind. The state has no right to impose taxes for the support of any
form of religion. A free church in a free state is the Christian ideal,
and this implies the right of free and unhindered access to God on
the part of all men, and the right to form and propagate opinions
in the sphere of religion without interference by the civil power.

Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Matthew 6:6-7,24; 16:26; 22:21; John 8:36;
Acts 4:19-20; Romans 6:1-2; 13:1-7; Galatians 5:1,13; Philippians
3:20; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1 Peter 2:12-17; 3:11-17; 4:12-19.

XVIII. The Family
God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human
society. It is composed of persons related to one another by marriage,
blood, or adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant
commitment for a lifetime. It is God’s unique gift to reveal the
union between Christ and His church and to provide for the
man and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate
companionship, the channel of sexual expression according to
biblical standards, and the means for procreation of the human race.

‘The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are
created in God’s image. The marriage relationship models the way
God relates to His people. A husband is to love his wife as Christ
loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to provide
for, to protect, and to lead his family. A wife is to submit herself
graciously to the servant leadership of her husband even as the church
willingly submits to the headship of Christ. She, being in the image
of God as is her husband and thus equal to him, has the God-given
responsibility to respect her husband and to serve as his helper in
managing the household and nurturing the next generation.

Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage
from the Lord. Parents are to demonstrate to their children God’s
pattern for marriage. Parents are to teach their children spiritual and
moral values and to lead them, through consistent lifestyle example
and loving discipline, to make choices based on biblical truth.
Children are to honor and obey their parents.

Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9;
Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 1:26-28; Psalms 51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128;
139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6;
18:22; 22:6,15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31; Ecclesiastes
4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16; Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark
10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33;
6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5;
Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7.
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FACULTY

From the Leavell College Dean

Greetings! I am thankful you are taking the opportunity to explore
what God is doing at Leavell College. For twenty-five years, I have
had the opportunity to be a part of the Leavell College faculty;
for eighteen of those years, I have had the opportunity to serve as
the Dean. During these years at Leavell College of New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary, many changes have taken place,
but many things have remained consistent. Our foundational
understanding of the classroom is unchanged. We believe that
the classroom (whether it is in a physical location or online) is a
sacred place where God intervenes in all of our lives as we are being
conformed to His image and for His usefulness. Our commitment
to utilizing the teaching opportunity to prepare students for
ministry in the present and to prepare students for graduate
work remains unchanged. We teach with the purpose that we
are striving for effectiveness in ministry in the local church. Our
doctrinal foundation is unchanged. We not only subscribe to
the Baptist Faith and Message 2000 as a doctrinal statement for
our teaching, but we are confident that this statement is also a
reflection of our personal beliefs.

Another matter that remains unchanged is God’s continued blessing
in and through Leavell College. Each of God’s workings is a further
confirmation of His taking pleasure in the ministry of Leavell
College - and that is our goal. We desire for God to find pleasure
in our lives and in our ministries. Note these blessings from God:

First, the lives of students are being impacted. The commitment
of the faculty of Leavell College is to be used by God to encourage
and shape lives that can be used for effective ministry. We consider
it a great privilege to be instruments God uses and also a privilege
to see growth in our students. This growth is intellectual as
courses and degrees are completed. But more importantly, the
growth is in a deeper relationship with Christ as students are
challenged through their encounters in class, encounters with
other students, and encounters with the Leavell College faculty
on a personal basis.

Second, God continues to build a strong faculty for Leavell
College. The faculty is made up of men and women who are
first and foremost committed to their individual walk with Christ
and to living lives of integrity. I commend to you each faculty
member because of his or her demonstrated faithfulness both in the
classroom and out of the classroom. We as a faculty are committed
to providing a blend of theoretical and practical education. Also,
we believe that modeling in our lives the concepts that we are
conveying in the classroom enhances our teaching. Actually, we
believe that modeling the very concepts we are teaching is an
absolute necessity. All of the faculty are involved in local church
ministries as well because we believe without question that God
has a great plan for the local church.

Third, the graduates of Leavell College are making an impact.
I hear from our graduates on a regular basis, and these graduates
are planted all over the world in many different types of positions.
Some of our graduates serve in local churches, some in mission
settings scattered around the US and the world, and some are
serving in convention agencies. But they all have one goal — to
lead others to a relationship with Christ that is growing and life
changing. They are relating incidences of God’s moving through
their ministries as lives are being changed.

So, I encourage you to join us on the journey at Leavell College
and to allow God to use the time while you are at Leavell College
to continue to work within you to make you the person He desires.

If we can be of further help in answering any questions or in
praying with you, please contact us at 1-800-662-8701, ext. 8590
or 504-816-8590. You may also email me at tstrong@nobts.edu.

On the journey,

P

L. Thomas Strong III, Ph.D.
Dean, Leavell College
Professor of New Testament and Greek
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Leavell College Faculty

Jeff Audirsch

Associate Professor of Biblical Studies
B.A., Louisiana College; M.Div.,
Th.M., Ph.D., NOBTS

Eddie D. Campbell

Professor in English

B.Ed., M.Ed., Delta State University; M.Div.,
Ph.D., NOBTS

Ken Ellis

Associate Professor of Christian Ministry and Moral
Rebabilitation, Director of Phillips Prison Center
Ministry-Based Faculty

B.A., Western Kentucky University; M.Div.,
D.Min., SBTS

Jeff Farmer

Associate Professor of Church Ministry and
Evangelism

Associate Director, Caskey Center for Church
Excellence

B.S., Georgia Southern University; M.Div.,
Th.M., Ph.D., NOBTS

Bob Hall

Professor of Discipleship

Ministry-Based Faculty

B.S., Carson-Newman College; M.A., Samford
University; M.Div., D.Min., NOBTS

Jonathan Key

Vice President for Institutional Advancement
Assistant Professor of Christian Ministry
B.M., Samford University; M.Div., D.Min.,
NOBTS

Karla L. McGehee

Associate Director of Institutional Effectiveness
Associate Director of Innovative Learning
Instructor of Christian Education

B.A., Leavell College; M.Div, Th.M., NOBTS

Brooke Osborn

Assistant Professor of Psychology and Counseling
B.A., University of Alabama; M.A.M.EC.,
Th.M., Ph.D., NOBTS.

Edward L. Steele

Professor of Music

B.M.E., Oklahoma Baptist University;
M.CM., SWBTS; D.M.A., NOBTS; additional
study at the University of Oklahoma

L. Thomas Strong lll

Dean, Leavell College;

Professor of New Iestament and Greek

B.A., Union University;

M.Div., Ph.D., NOBTS; additional study
through University of California at Los Angeles

Sandra F. Vandercook

Associate Dean of Leavell College

Professor of English and Education

B.A., University of Florida; M.Ed.; M.A., Ph.D.,
University of New Orleans; additional study at
NOBTS

Laurie Watts

Associate V. P, for information Technology;
Professor of Educational Technology

B.A., Judson College; M.Div.C.E., Ph.D.,
NOBTS; Additional study at SACS College
Business Management Institute, E-College;
Executive Master of Business Administration
(Technology Concentration), Univ. of
New Orleans Microsoft Certification, ABT
Campus, PowerCampus, FoxPro 2.5 Programming,
and IBM, System 38

Robert Wilson

Associate Professor of Christian Ministry
Ministry-Based Faculty

B.A., California Baptist University; B.S.,
Clayton Sate University; M.Div., M.A.C.E.,
D.Min., Southern Seminary
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Leavell College Adjunct Faculty
New Orleans Campus

Rex Butler

Professor of Church History and Patristics

B.A., Texas Tech University, M.A. Wayland Baptist University;
Ph.D., SWBTS

Kristyn S. Carver

Professor of Psychology and Counseling

B.S., Louisiana State University;

M.AM.EC,, Ph.D., New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

Michael H. Edens

Distinguished Professor of Theology and Islamic Studies

Associate Director, Institute for Christians Apologetics

B.A., East Texas Baptist University; M.Div., Ph.D., NOBTS;
additional study at American University, Cairo, Egypt

Darryl K. Ferrington

Professor of Music Education

B.M.E., University of Southern Mississippi; M.A.M.E., Louisiana
Polytechnic Univ.; Ph.D., University of Oklahoma

Lorien Fleener

B.S., Union University; M.AAM.EC., NOBTS

Norris Grubbs
Provost; Professor of New Testament and Greek
B.S., Union University; M.Div., Ph.D., NOBTS

Shaun Grumblat
B.A., M.A., NOBTS

Adam Harwood
Associate Professor of Theology
B.A., University of Central Oklahoma; M.Div., Ph.D., SWBTS

Daniel H. Holcomb

Distinguished Professor of Church History

B.A., Mississippi College; B.A., M.A., University of Southern
Mississippi; B.D., NOBTS; Th.M., Th.D., SBTS

Adam Hughes
Assistant Professor of Expository Preaching
B.A., University of Arkansas; M.Div., Ph.D., SWBTS

Justin Kelly
B.A., Delta State; M.Div., Th.M., NOBTS

Rhonda Kelley

President’s Wife

M.S., Baylor University; PhD., University of New Orleans;
additional study at NOBTS
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James E. Killion

Associate Professor of Voice and Conducting (Ministry-Based)
B.M.E., Southwest Baptist Univeristy; M.C.M., SWBTS; D.M.A,
University of Oklahoma

Steve Lemke
Professor of Philosophy and Ethics; Vice President for Institutional
Assessment

B.A. Lousisiana Tech University; M.Div., M.A.R.E., Ph.D., SWBTS

Bonnie McNeal
B.S., M.E., Ed.D., Universtiy of Southern Mississippi; additional
study at Indiana University

Bo Rice
Dean of Graduate Studies; Assistant Professor of Evangelism
B.A., Auburn University; M.Div., Th.M., Ph.D., NOBTS

Karen Roudkovski
B.A., Union University; M.Div., Ph.D., NOBTS

Faye Scott
B.A.,, M.A.C.E,, NOBTS

Chris Shaffer
B.A., M.A., Florida State University; M.Div. NOBTS

Michael D. Sharp

Professor of Worship Studies, occupying the Lallage-Feazel Chair of
Keyboard and Worship; Chapel Music Coordinator

B.M., Ouachita Baptist University; M.C.M., SBTS; Ph.D.,
Louisiana State University

Stan Statham
B.A., M.Div., D.Min., NOBTS

Jason Waggoner
B.M.E., East Texas Baptist University, M.M.C.M., D.M.A.,
NOBTS

Greg Woodward

Associate Professor of Conducting and Chairperson of the Division of
Church Music Ministries

B.M.E., M.M.E.,University of Southern Mississippi.;

Ph.D., Florida State University
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HUBS & EXTENSION CENTERS

. Main Campus

* Regional Hub/Undergraduate

. Undergraduate Center

North Louisiana
(Shreveport) .

Monroe Jackson

Main Cpus

Bt tis0e (Mew Orlaan,

SW Louisiana

(Lafayette) .

Undergraduate Hubs and Extension Centers
Making Theological Education Accessible to All

For over a quarter of a century, NOBTS has provided theological
education through extension centers. In order to provide quality
theological training for persons in the Southeast already engaged
in ministry, NOBTS has made a commitment to be as accessible
as possible to as many people as possible. We therefore strive to
have an extension center within driving distance of every area in
the Southeast.

For more information about extension centers contact one of
the regional deans: Dr. Norris Grubbs, Louisiana/Mississippis
Dr. Peter Kendrick, Alabama/Georgia; Dr. Delio Del Rio and Dr.
David Lema for the Florida centers.

Contact Us

For more information contact the following:

Dean of Leavell College: Dr. L. Thomas Strong I1I
504.282.4455 ¢ tstrong@nobts.edu

Senior Regional Associate Dean for the Extension Center

System:

Dr. Jody Dean ® 504.282.4455 ¢ jdean@nobts.edu
Regional Associate Dean for Alabama/Georgia:

Dr. Peter Kendrick ® 770.321.1606 ¢ pkendrick@nobts.edu
Regional Coordinator for North/Central Florida:

Dr. Delio DelRio ® 407.514.4484 * ddelrio@nobts.edu
Regional Coordinator for South Florida:

Dr. David Lema ¢ 305.888.9777 ¢ dlema@nobts.edu
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. Huntsville

Rainsville

.Birmingham \

. Duluth

* North Georgia
Hub {Marietta)

Jonesboro

South Georgia
(Wamer Robins)

‘Columbus

South Florida
(Miami)

Additional information about extensions and regional hubs may
be found on the Seminary website at www.nobts.edu/extensions.

Admission Requirements

The admission requirements for the undergraduate extension
centers are the same as the requirements for all Leavell College
students. Please see the section in this catalog that delineates
admission requirements.

Applications

The application process for the undergraduate extension centers
is handled in the office of Leavell College. Applications must be
submitted no later than thirty days before the beginning of classes
in the fall or spring semesters. Questions about applications may
be directed to the Leavell College Office, the local directors, or the
Regional Associate Deans. Application details may be found on

page 64 of this catalog.

Orientation

All students enrolling in the undergraduate extension centers are
required to complete the online orientation to the Seminary and
the extension center program. Check the Seminary website at www.
nobts.edu or call the Extension Center Office or the local directors
for specific dates and times for orientation.

During online orientation students will be given information
relating to seminary life and registration. Approved students are
responsible for receiving information on orientation from the
extension center directors or the Regional Associate Deans.



Registration

Returning students register through the Internet. For information
on Internet registration, contact the Leavell College Office, the
Regional Associate Deans, the local Directors, or the Seminary
website at www.nobts.edu.

Late registration for any reason results in a late registration fee
of $110.00. Students are responsible for receiving information
concerning registration dates and details. This information may be
received from the Seminary website, from the center directors, from
the Leavell College Office, or from the Regional Associate Deans.
For registration deadlines, please consult the Academic Calendar
at the end of the Catalog. When the student registers after the
beginning of the class, he or she is responsible for all classes missed.

Library Resources for Extension Center Students

Access to library materials is an important part of the seminary
experience. Each center has a library of basic books and periodicals
at the site where classes are held. The books may be checked out
for student use.

Students have access to the NOBTS Library Computer System.
Through this system students can search for materials by author,
title, and subject. Books may be requested over the system and sent
to the student by mail from the main library in New Orleans. The
John T. Christian Library has ebooks available for all scudents as
well. Details for gaining access to the library computer system are
available at each center or by calling the library in New Orleans.

Students also may obtain books from the main library by calling
the library or by sending requests by mail or electronic mail.
The items can then be mailed directly to the student from New
Orleans. Agreements are maintained with a number of libraries in
close proximity to our centers. These agreements allow NOBTS
students to use these libraries. The details concerning the names
and locations of these libraries, and the types of privileges available,
may be obtained from the John T. Christian Library on campus in
New Orleans or from the local center directors. More information
can be found on the NOBTS website or by calling the John T.
Christian Library at (504) 816-8018.

The Seminary employs an Extension Center Librarian who is
located at the North Georgia Campus in Marietta, Georgia. The
librarian may be reached through the North Georgia Campus Office
at 770-321-1606 or 800.514.1175. Students also may contact the
John T. Christian Library on campus for information and help.

Cycles and Schedules
The cycles and schedules for the Undergraduate Centers are
available on 