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Mission Statement
The mission of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary is to equip leaders to fulfill the Great Commission and the
Great Commandments through the local church and its ministries.

Core Value Focus

The seminary has five core values: Doctrinal Integrity, Spiritual Vitality, Mission Focus, Characteristic Excellence,
and Servant Leadership. The core value focus for this academic year is Spiritual Vitality: We are a worshiping
community emphasizing both personal spirituality and gathering together as a Seminary family for the praise and
adoration of God and instruction in His Word.

Curriculum Competencies

All graduates of NOBTS are expected to have at least a minimum level of competency in each of the following areas:
Biblical Exposition, Christian Theological Heritage, Disciple Making, Interpersonal Skills, Servant Leadership,
Spiritual and Character Formation, and Worship Leadership. The curriculum competencies addressed in this course
are: Biblical Exposition and Servant Leadership.

Course Description

This is an advanced course which considers the role of apologetics in expository preaching. Students are exposed to a
variety of homiletical approaches aimed at demonstrating the truth and relevance of God’s Word in contemporary
culture. Emphasis is given to proclamation aimed at forming a Christian worldview in the minds and hearts of hearers.

Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Identify and describe various issues in contemporary culture which can be addressed by apologetic expository
preaching.

2. Understand and articulate effective apologetic responses to contemporary challenges to the Christian faith.

3. Value the role of Christian apologetics in expository preaching aimed at demonstrating the truth and relevance of
God’s Word in culture today.

4. Apply the principles of expository preaching to the development of apologetic sermons and sermon series through a
variety of homiletical approaches.
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Textbooks

For all students:

Baucham, Voddie, Jr. Expository Apologetics: Answering Objections with the Power of the Word. Wheaton:
Crossway, 2015.

Eswine, Zack. Preaching to a Post-Everything World: Crafting Sermons that Connect with Our Culture. Grand
Rapids: Baker Books, 2008.

Loscalzo, Craig. Apologetic Preaching: Proclaiming Christ to a Postmodern World. Grand Rapids: VP Academic,
2000.

Course Teaching Methodology
The course will involve the following methodologies:

1. Conference attendance. Students will attend the “Defend 2020 conference and participate actively in
plenary sessions, demonstrating a grasp of the issues presented in each lecture.

2. Lecture. Much of the class time will consist of lecture by the professor in conjunction with the “Defend 2020”
conference, and students are expected to interact, thus demonstrating both a quest for knowledge and a grasp
of the course material.

3. Research and Writing. Students will research and write a paper identifying specific apologetic issues in their
ministry setting in order to demonstrate their ability to understand their cultural context relative to issues in
both their congregation and community that need to be addressed with apologetics.

4. Homiletics. Students will plan a sermon series and write sermon briefs and a sermon manuscript in order to
demonstrate their ability to choose appropriate preaching texts, conduct thorough exegesis, and develop
sermons for use in the local church.

Course Requirements

Workshop Assignment: Plenary Session Notes (Due 1/24)

Take notes on twelve (12) Defend the Faith plenary (heard either in person or by recording). Turn in a one page single
spaced summary for each plenary session.

Your notes should outline or overview (a) the content of the Apologetic issue presented, (b) your brief evaluation of
the relevance of the issue in your current or intended ministry setting, and (c) your brief reflections on what you
learned about presenting this issue in a public forum.

Post-workshop Assignment: Book Reviews of the Texts (Due 2/7)

Read the Baucham, Eswine, and Loscalzo texts carefully, and write a book review of about 3 single-spaced pages
each. Your book review should include two key elements:

() an annotated summary of the content of the book, especially with regard to apologetic preaching, and (b) your
evaluation of what you found helpful/contributions/strengths in the book, as well as its weaknesses. The content
summary should be about two pages and the evaluation about one page. References within the books may be
references in parentheses; other references should be footnoted.

Post-Workshop Assignment: Analysis of Ministry Setting (Due 3/6)

Students will prepare an Analysis of their current or anticipated ministry setting. The analysis should identify specific
apologetic issues in the students’ contexts. This will include issues relative to both the students’ congregations and
communities that need to be addressed with apologetics. For example, someone living in Salt Lake City would identify
Mormonism in general and the person and work of Jesus in particular. Someone living in San Francisco might identify
human sexuality and the definition of marriage as relevant issues. The student will identify those issues affecting his or
her context, whether they are unique to the context (such as a local cultic movement) or of a more general nature
(moral relativism). The analysis should be 4-5 pages (single-spaced).

Post-Workshop Assignment: Sermon Series on Apologetics (Due 3/27)

Students will prepare a sermon series which addresses issues in contemporary culture from a perspective of
Apologetics, and which demonstrates the truth and relevance of God’s Word. The series is to consist of 9 sermons. The
series might involve all of the sermons addressing a single issue or cluster of issues, or nine different topics. However,
all the issues the student chooses to address in the sermon series should consist of issues discovered and researched in
his or her Ministry Setting Analysis. The student must submit: (1) a one-page overview of the entire series, including
texts, titles, and summaries of each sermon; (2) a sermon brief and sermon study notes for each sermon to be preached,;
(3) one sermon manuscript from a particular sermon in the series; and (4) a single-spaced Selected Bibliography of
resources useful for the preacher in implementing this preaching plan in a preaching ministry. The professors will
provide the sermon brief form and other form guides.



Evaluation of Grade

The student's grade will be computed as follows:
10%  Baucham Book Review

10%  Eswine Book Review

10% Loscalzo Book Review

20%  Plenary Session Notes (12 sessions)
20%  Analysis of Ministry Setting

30%  Sermon Series (9 sermons, 1 manuscript)

NOBTS grading scale: 93-100, A; 85-92, B; 77-84, C; 70-76, D; 0-69, F.

Technical Assistance

For assistance regarding technology, consult ITC (504-816-8180) or the following websites:

1. Selfserve@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the Selfserve.nobts.edu site (Access to
online registration, financial account, online transcript, etc.)

2. BlackboardHelpDesk@nobts.edu - Email for technical questions/support requests with the NOBTS Blackboard
Learning Management System NOBTS.Blackboard.com.

3. ITCSupport@nobts.edu - Email for general technical questions/support requests.

4. www.NOBTS.edulitc/ - General NOBTS technical help information is provided on this website.

Class Policies
1. Late work will be penalized one letter grade per day. Assignments more than one week late will not be accepted.
2. Because of the nature of the workshop format, attendance is mandatory for all class sessions.

Assignment Formatting: Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are to follow Turabian 8" edition. All written
assignments must be Word documents, written in third person unless otherwise instructed, and created in 12 pt. Times
New Roman font. PDFs will not be accepted.

Withdrawal from the Course: The administration has set deadlines for withdrawal. These dates and times are
published in the academic calendar. Administration procedures must be followed. You are responsible to handle
withdrawal requirements. A professor can’t issue a withdrawal. You must do the proper paperwork to ensure that you
will not receive a final grade of "F" in the course if you choose not to attend once you are enrolled.

Blackboard and SelfServe: You are responsible for maintaining current information regarding contact
information on Blackboard and SelfServe. The professor will utilize both to communicate with the class. Blackboard
and SelfServe do not share information so you must update each. Assignment grades will be posted to Blackboard.
You will be need to enroll in the course on Blackboard.

In Case of a Declared Campus Evacuation
Students are to check the NOBTS electronic Blackboard at www.nobts.edu within four days of evacuation.

NOBTS Emergency Text Messaging Service: Once you have established a SelfServe account you may sign up
for the NOBTS emergency text messaging service by going to http://nobts.edu/NOBTSEmergencyTextMessage.html.

Special Needs: If you need an accommodation for any type of disability, please set up a time to meet with the
professor(s) to discuss any modifications you may need that are able to be provided.

Help for Writing Papers at “The Write Stuff”
NOBTS maintains a Writing Center designed to improve English writing at the graduate level. Students can receive
writing guides, tips, and valuable information to help in becoming a better writer.

Plagiarism on Written Assignments
NOBTS has a no tolerance policy for plagiarism. Plagiarism in certain cases may result in expulsion from the
seminary. See the NOBTS Student Handbook for definition, penalties, and policies associated with plagiarism.
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Course Schedule

Students must register for the “Defend 20” conference. All sessions connected to the Pulpit Apologetics course must
be attended. If a conflict exists with sessions related to another course the student is taking, the audio recordings can be
substituted for live attendance. Prior approval of the professor is necessary.



Selected Bibliography

Baucham, VVoddie, Jr. Expository Apologetics: Answering Objections with the Power of the Word. Wheaton:
Crossway, 2015.

Beckwith, Francis J. and Gregory Koukl. Relativism. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998.

Behe, Michael J. Darwin’s Black Box.: The Biochemical Challenge to Evolution. New York: Free Press, 1996.

Boa, Kenneth D. and Robert M. Bowman, Jr. Faith Has Its Reasons. Colorado Springs: NavPress, 2001), 19.

Bloom, Allan. The Closing of the American Mind. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1987.

Budzeszewski, J. Written on the Heart. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1997.

Bush, L. Russ. Classical Readings in Christian Apologetics: A.D. 100-1800. Grand Rapids: Academic Books, 1983.

Campolo, Anthony. A Reasonable Faith: Responding to Secularism. Waco, TX: Word Books, 1983.

Caputo, John D. Deconstruction in a Nutshell: A Conversation with Jacques Derrida. New York: Fordham
University Press, 1997.

Chang, Curtis. Engaging Unbelief. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2000.
Chappell, Bryan. Christ-Centered Preaching. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1994.

Clark, David. Dialogical Apologetics: A Person-Centered Approach to Christian Defense. Grand Rapids: Baker
Books, 1993.

Clark, Kelly James, ed. Philosophers Who Believe. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1993.

Clarke, Andrew and Bruce W. Winter. One God, One Lord: Christianity in a World of Religious Pluralism. Grand
Rapids: Paternoster Press, 1992.

Clendenin, Daniel. Many Gods, Many Lords: Christianity Encounters World Religions. Grand Rapids: Baker Books,
1995.

Colson, Chuck and Nancy Pearcey. How Now Shall We Live? Wheaton: Tyndale House, 1999.

Copan, Paul. True For You, But Not For Me: Deflating the Slogans that Leave Christians Speechless. Minneapolis:
Bethany House, 1998.

. When God Goes to Starbucks: A Guide to Everyday Apologetics. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2008.
Corduan, Winifried. Reasonable Faith. Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 1993.

Craig: William Lane. No Easy Answers: Finding Hope in Doubt, Failure and Unanswered Prayer. Chicago: Moody
Press, 1990.

. Reasonable Faith: Christian Truth and Apologetics. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 1994.

Crockett, William V. and James G. Signountos., ed. Through No Fault of Their Own? The Fate of Those Who Have
Never Heard. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1991.

Dembski, William A. Intelligent Design: The Bridge Between Science and Theology. Downers Grove: Intervarsity
Press, 1999.

Dockery, David S. The Challenge of Postmodernism. Edited by David S. Dockery. Grand Rapids:Baker Books, 1997.

Dodd, C.H. The Apostolic Preaching and its Developments. London: Hodder and Stoughton Limited, 1936.



Dyrness, William. Christian Apologetics in a World Community. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1983.

Erickson, Millard J. Postmodernizing the Faith: Evangelical Responses to the Challenge of Postmodernism. Grand
Rapids: Baker Books, 1998.

. Truth or Consequences. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2001.

Eswine, Zack. Preaching to a Post-Everything World: Crafting Biblical Sermons that Connect with Our Culture.
Grand Rapids: Baker, 2008.

Fackre, Gabriel, Ronald H. Nash, and John Sanders. What About Those Who Have Never Heard? Three Views on
the Destiny of the Unevangelized. Illinois: InterVarsity Press, 1995.

Fish, Stanley. Is There a Text in This Class? The Authority of Interpretive Communities. Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1980.

. There's No Such Thing as Free Speech, and It's a Good Thing, Too. New York: Oxford University Press,
1994,

Fredericks, James L. Faith Among Faiths: Christian Theology and Non-Christian Religions. New York: Paulist
Press, 1999.

Geisler, Norman L. Christian Apologetics. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1988.

Gibson, Scott, ed. Preaching to a Shifting Culture: 12 Perspectives on Communicating that Connects. Grand Rapids:
Baker, 2004.

Green, Michael. Evangelism in the Early Church. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983.
Griffin, Em. The Mind Changers. Wheaton: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1986.

Groothuis, Douglas. Christian Apologetics: A Comprehensive Case for Biblical Faith. Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 2011.

. Truth Decay: Defending Christianity against the Challenges of Postmodernism. Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity Press, 2000.

Guiness, Os. Doubt: Faith in Two Minds, 2d ed. Glasgow: Collins, 1983.
Habermas, Gary. Dealing with Doubt. Chicago: Moody Press, 1990.
Halverson, Dean, ed. The Compact Guide to World Religions. Minneapolis: Bethany House, 1996.
Hick, John. God Has Many Names. Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1982.
. An Interpretation of Religion. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1989.
Johnston, Graham. Preaching to a Postmodern World. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2001.
Kallenberg, Brad. Live to Tell: Evangelism in a Postmodern World. Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2002.
Keller, Tim. The Reason for God. New York: Penguin, 2004.

Knitter, Paul F. Jesus and the Other Names: Christian Mission and Global Responsibility. New
York: Orbis Books, 1996.

Kreeft, Peter. Three Philosophies of Life. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 1989.

Kreeft, Peter, and Ronald K. Tacelli. Handbook of Christian Apologetics. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1994.



Larsen, David. The Evangelism Mandate: Recovering the Centrality of Gospel Preaching. Grand Rapids: Kregel
Publications, 1992.

Lewis, C.S. Mere Christianity. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2001.

Lightner, Robert P. The God of the Bible and Other Gods: Is the Christian God Unique among World Religions?
Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1998.

Little, Paul E. Know Why You Believe. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1968.
Loscalzo, Craig A. Apologetic Preaching. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2000.
Mayers, Ronald B. Both/And: A Balanced Apologetic. Chicago: Moody Press, 1984.

McDermott, Gerald R. Can Evangelicals Learn From World Religions? Jesus, Revelation and Religious Traditions.
Ilinois: InterVarsity Press, 2000.

McDowell, Josh. More than a Carpenter. Wheaton: Tyndale House, 1987.

McGrath, Alister. Intellectuals Don’t Need God: And Other Modern Myths. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing
House, 1993.

Miller, Calvin. Marketplace Preaching. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1995.
Mohler, R. Albert, Jr. He is Not Silent: Preaching in a Postmodern World. Chicago: Moody, 2008.

Montgomery, John Warwick. Faith Founded on Fact: Essays in Evidential Apologetics. Nashville: Thomas Nelson
Publishers, 1978.

Moreland, J.P. Scaling the Secular City: A Defense of Christianity. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1987.

Netland, Harold A. Dissonant Voices: Religious Pluralism and the Question of Truth. Grand Rapids: William B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1991.

Okholm, Dennis and Timothy R. Phillips, Ed. More Than One Way? Four Views on Salvation in a Pluralistic
World. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995.

Petersen, Jim. Living Proof: Sharing the Gospel Naturally. Colorado Springs: NavPress, 1989.
Pinnock, Clark. Are There Any Answers? Minneapolis: Dimension Books, 1972.
. A Case for Faith. Minneapolis: Bethany House, 1980.
. Live Now, Brother. Chicago: Moody Press:, 1972.
Ramm, Bernard. Varieties of Christian Apologetics. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1961.
Reid, J.K.S. Christian Apologetics. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1969.

Richard, Ramesh P. The Population of Heaven: The Biblical Response to the Inclusivist Position on Who Will be
Saved. Chicago: Moody Press, 1994,

Rommen, Edward and Harold Netland, ed. Christianity and the Religions. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1995.

Sanders, John. No Other Name: An Investigation into the Destiny of the Unevangelized. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1992.

Schaeffer, Francis August. Escape From Reason. London: InterVarsity Press, 1968.

Sproul, R. C. Reason to Believe. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1978.



Stackhouse, John G., Jr. Humble Apologetics. New York: Oxford University Press, 2002.

Stott, John. You Can Trust The Bible. Grand Rapids: Discovery House, 1982.

Strobel, Lee. The Case for Christ. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998.

Thompson, James. Preaching Like Paul. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2001.

Van Till, Cornelius. Apologetics. Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Co., 1976.
Watson, F. The Defenders of the Faith. New York: Pott, Young, and Co., 1920.

Zacharias, Ravi and Norman Geisler, eds. Is Your Church Ready? Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003.



