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INTRODUCTION

A review of the history of Jewish and Christian interpretation will reveal the
many levels at which Scripture can be read. Each period has made contributions to an
understanding of the complex nature of interpretation. Probably the most formative
period for setting the parameters of current interpretive methods was the Reformation,
which represented four major breaks in the history of interpretation: (1) a break with
multiple meanings, (2) a break with traditional authority, (3) a break with Latin
translations, and (4) a break with the medieval worldview. The literal method was
reinstated as the primary tool for understanding the text of Scripture. In this method, the
plain, literal meaning of a text within the historical and literary context is determinative
for the interpretive process. Thus, this Reformation emphasis came to be called the
grammatical-historical method. In a hermeneutical model focused on the three areas of
text, interpreter, and audience, this Reformation method shifted the emphasis from the
interpreter (the Roman Church and its traditions) back to the text.

The grammatical-historical method evolved into the historical-critical method in
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.! However, a positivist historicism elevated
reason over revelation. This reductionist approach inevitably reduced the Jesus of history
to a faint whisper. While this historical development could be seen as detrimental to

biblical interpretation, not all modern methodologies are inherently destructive. Some, in

!See Edgar Krentz, The Historical-Critical Method, Guides to Biblical
Scholarship, ed. Gene M. Tucker (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1975); Craig A. Evans,
“Life of Jesus Research and the Eclipse of Mythology,” Theological Studies 54 (1993):
3-36.
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fact, can be helpful ? Form and redaction criticism, for example, in the study of the
Gospels can provide valuable insight into the life settings of both Jesus and the
evangelists.® This paper will represent an attempt to capitalize on some of the positive
results deriving from the application of these methodologies to gospel material in an

interpretation of Peter’s Confession at Caesarea Philippi as recorded in Mk. 8:27-38.

¢The web site http://www.ntgateway.com may help in accessing resources using
various methodologies. One article link on this site on the ending of Mark with relevance
to this paper is J. D. H. Amador, “Dramatic Inconclusion: Irony and The Narrative
Rhetoric of the Ending of Mark,” Journal for the Study of the New Testament 57 (1995):
61-86, accessed at http://www .ars-rhetorica.net/David/Drama.html#19 on March 2, 2002.

3See Edgar V. McKnight, What Is Form Criticism? Guides to Biblical
Scholarship, ed. Dan O. Via, Jr. (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1969); and Norman Perrin,
What Is Redaction Criticism? Guides to Biblical Scholarship, ed. Dan O. Via, Jr.
(Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1971).
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