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Turabian Form

• all caps
• 48 space/line rule
• inverted pyramid
• abbreviated Scripture
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Turabian Form

• headline style
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Turabian Form

• month abbreviated
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Table of Contents
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Table of Contents• use tabs!

Hint: never use the spacebar 
to space anything!

left tabright tab

left tab for period

right tab
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Table of Contents• leader dots

• must line up with following lines!
• trick: use Courier font (monospace)
• use tabs
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ChaptersChapters always being on a new page.

• first page number bottom center
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Chapters

1.5 inch

2 inches

1 inch

1 inch
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Chapters
• triple space to body • double space text

• single space footnotes
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Footnotes• subsequent page numbers top (center/right)

• bottom of text, not bottom of page!
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Footnotes

• 2 inches long
• paragraph return before
• paragraph return after!

• separator line
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Footnotes

• no space after footnote number!
• same indentation as body paragraphs
• paragraph return between footnotes!

• footnote text
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Pesky Page Numbers
MOST STUDENTS CANNOT 
CONTROL PAGE NUMBERS

INSTEAD, THEY CREATE 
SEPARATE WORD DOCUMENTS 
FOR EVERY ELEMENT OF THE 

PAPER (TITLE PAGE, SEPARATOR 
PAGE, TABLE OF CONTENTS, 

CHAPTERS, ETC.)—RIDICULOUS!
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Number Solution
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Freakin’ Footnotes
MOST STUDENTS CANNOT 

CONTROL FOOTNOTES

INSTEAD, THEY JUST ACCEPT 
THE DEFAULT SETTINGS OF 
THEIR WORD PROCESSOR, 

WHICH ALWAYS ARE WRONG—
RIDICULOUS!
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STYLES!
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Notes Solution
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Restyling Style
YOU CAN’T SCORE A 

TOUCHDOWN IF YOU DON’T 
RUN LIKE THE WIND
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Compounds
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Plural: s or es (Stevenses)

Poss/sing: ‘s (Stevens’s)

Poss/plu: ‘ (Stevenses’)
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Compounds: Noun/Adjective?

in the first century

first-century world

Consult Dictionary
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Style—Words
Spelling

Plurals, Possessives

Compounds

Punctuation

Periods, Commas

Hyphens, Dashes
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follow by single space

never on non-sentence lists
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Periods

follow by single space

never on non-sentence lists

INSIDE quote marks!
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Periods

follow by single space

never on non-sentence lists

INSIDE quote marks!

1. the historical background
2. the literary background
3. the sociological background
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Periods

follow by single space

never on non-sentence lists

INSIDE quote marks!

“You now have my final word.”
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Commas

three: words, phrases, and

independent clauses

which and that
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Commas

three: words, phrases, and

independent clauses

which and that

the five books, which
the five books that
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Hyphens, Dashes

hyphen: first-century

n-dash: Rom. 1:3–4

m-dash: Romans 1—5
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Hyphens, Dashes

hyphen: first-century

n-dash: Rom. 1:3–4

m-dash: Romans 1—5

option–hyphen
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Hyphens, Dashes

hyphen: first-century

n-dash: Rom. 1:3–4

m-dash: Romans 1—5

option–shift–hyphen
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Style—Words
Spelling

Plurals, Possessives

Compounds

Punctuation

Periods, Commas

Hyphens, Dashes

Numbers

Words/Numbers?

Dates
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Names or Numbers?

humanities: spell out

sciences: numbers
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Dates

August 2014; Aug. 21, 2014

first, second decade; 1920s

1800s, nineteenth century

587 B.C.; A.D. 70
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Dates

August 2014; Aug. 21, 2014

first, second decade; 1920s

1800s, nineteenth century

587 B.C.; A.D. 70

Turabian 8th: no periods
BC, AD (also MDiv, am, etc.)
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Style—Words
Spelling

Plurals, Possessives

Compounds

Punctuation

Periods, Commas

Hyphens, Dashes

Numbers

Words/Numbers?

Dates

Abbreviations

Bible Books

Units of Measure
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Bible Books

Traditional (periods) Shorter (no periods)

Gen. Gn

Jer. Jer

Matt. Mt

Rom. Rom
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Commonly Used

chap., chaps. chapter, chapters

p., pp. page, pages

sing., plu. singular, plural

trans. translator, ed. by

ed. editor, edited by
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Units of Measure

Humanities: words (five miles)

Sciences: numbers (5 mi)
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Style—Sentences
Symmetry
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Style—Sentences
Symmetry

These ideas are to love God, to love 
others, and running the race well.

versus
These ideas are to love God, to love 
others, and to run the race well.
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Style—Sentences
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Passives and Ambiguities
Style—Sentences

“There” is not a conjunction!

“There is . . .,” “There are . . .”

“There was . . .,” “There were . . .”

“There will be . . .”
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Passives and Ambiguities
Style—Sentences

“There” is not a conjunction!

There are many factors that affect 
this decision.

versus
Many factors affect this decision.
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Passives and Ambiguities
Style—Sentences

“It” is a cockroach in any sentence!

Squash that bug EVERY TIME!
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Passives and Ambiguities
Style—Sentences

“It” is a cockroach in any sentence!

Squash that bug EVERY TIME!
It is arguable whether he is able.

versus
Whether he is able is arguable.
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Passives and Ambiguities
Style—Sentences

“It” is a cockroach in any sentence!

Squash that bug EVERY TIME!

John plays football and baseball. 
He now is training for it.

versus
He now is training for baseball.
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Passives and Ambiguities
Style—Sentences

“It” is a cockroach in any sentence!

Squash that bug EVERY TIME!
It is not good to squander time.

versus
To squander time is not good.
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Style—Paragraphs
Continuity

After Paul established the church on the second 
missionary journey, he wrote 1–2 Corinthians from Ephesus 
on the third journey, about A.D. 57. Although a major city 
in the Greek age, Corinth’s later Roman history is more 
central to an exegesis of these letters.
! The story of Roman Corinth begins when the Romans 
destroyed the city after the Greeks lost the Achaean War 
in 146 B.C. Corinth lay deserted until Julius Caesar 
reestablished the city in 44 B.C. over a century later.
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Contending Content
YOU CAN’T SCORE A 

TOUCHDOWN IF YOU DON’T 
AVOID TACKLES
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Content—Authority

You will respect my authoritah!!
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Content—Authority

The Authority of Sources

Historical Authority Levels

Primary Sources: Ancient 
Writers, HebrewOT, GreekNT
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Content—Authority
The Authority of Sources

Historical Authority Levels

Primary Sources: Ancient 
Writers, HebrewOT, GreekNT

Secondary Sources: 
Commentaries, Translations
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Content—Authority
The Authority of Sources

Historical Authority Levels

Primary Sources: Ancient 
Writers, HebrewOT, GreekNT

Secondary Sources: 
Commentaries, Translations
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Content—Authority
The Authority of Sources

Historical Authority Levels

Primary Sources: Ancient 
Writers, HebrewOT, GreekNT

Secondary Sources: 
Commentaries, Translations



Content—Authority
The Authority of Scholars

Education and Research

Fields and Specializations

© Gerald L. Stevens
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Content—Bibliography
The Spectrum of Scholarship

The Quality of Research

Depth of Research

Diversity of Resources

Date of Resources


